Activity 12.4: Observing Teacher Use of Questions
and Wait-Time 

Purpose:  

In order to extend and strengthen student thinking, teachers need to have good questioning skills. This activity is to help you analyze teachers’ use of questions, such as number of questions asked, cognitive level of questions, and wait-time. 

Directions:  

There is a column labeled Code, another labeled Question No., and other columns labeled A, B, C, and D. The Code column is your key for determining what code goes in each column. For the first question the teacher asks, go to the Question No. column and find 1. Then read across to column A and code in that column the level of question that the teacher asked—a knowledge question would be coded 1, an application question 3, and so on. Then code in column B for question 1 the appropriate wait-time code. Follow the same procedure for columns C and D, and repeat the procedure for each question the teacher asks.


Code

Question No.
A
B
C
D

A.
Level of question


1.
Knowledge
1
__
__
__
__



Can the students recall what 
2
__
__
__
__
they have seen, heard, or read? 
3
__
__
__
__
For example, what is the

meaning of longitude? 



2.
Comprehension
4
__
__
__
__



Can the student organize facts
5
__
__
__
__
in various ways? For example, 
6
__
__
__
__
what is the main idea in

this paragraph? 



3.
Application
7
__
__
__
__



Can the student apply techniques
8
__
__
__
__
and rules to solve problems that
9
__
__
__
__
have single correct answers? For

example, if Bill has 49 cents, how

many 8-cent balloons can he buy? 



4.
Analysis
10
__
__
__
__



Can the student explain relationships, 
11
__
__
__
__
make inferences, and find examples to 
12
__
__
__
__
support generalizations? For example, 

religion was the focal point of life in 
the Middle Ages. What have you read 
that supports this idea?


Code

Question No.
A
B
C
D


5.
Synthesis
13
__
__
__
__



Can the student make predictions, 
14
__
__
__
__
solve problems, or produce original 
15
__
__
__
__
communications? For example, if school 
were not required, what would happen?


6.
Evaluation




Can the student give opinions about 
16
__
__
__
__
issues and judge the merit of ideas, 
17
__
__
__
__
problem solutions, art, and other 
18
__
__
__
__
products? For example, do you agree 
that honesty is always the best policy? 


7.
Rephrasing the previous question, 
19
__
__
__
__
cueing. 
20
__
__
__
__

B.
Wait-time


1.
Teacher paused a few seconds before calling on student.


2.
Teacher paused a few seconds after calling on student.


3.
Teacher did not pause.


4.
Not applicable; student answered readily.

C.
Level of difficulty


1.
Student response was accepted by teacher.


2.
Response was not accepted by teacher.

D.
Teacher response to student answers


1.
Teacher gave a brief acknowledgment of correct answer.


2.
Teacher gave gushy praise.


3.
Student error was “dignified.”


4.
Student error was handled inappropriately.


Comments:

