Activity 13.4: Interviewing Teachers about Involving Parents 

Purpose:  

Establishing good working partnerships with parents is very important. One way this can be done is by using parents as helpers in the classroom. The purposes of this activity are twofold: to help you develop an awareness of the things parents can do and to alert you to how you can plan to make parent helping go smoothly. 

Directions:  

Use these questions as a guide in talking with teachers about using parents as helpers. 


1.
In what ways do you use parents as helpers?

___ In class, conducting small groups

___ As assistants for field trips

___ As assistants for special events in school

___ As teacher aides (correcting papers, putting out newsletter, and so on)

___ At home, helping with homework

___ Other (Specify)



2.
How did you locate parents for these tasks? 


3.
Was it necessary to train parents for these tasks? If so, what did the training consist of? Who conducted the training? How long did it last? 


4.
What sorts of problems have you run into in using parents? How have you solved these problems? 


5.
How have you provided recognition to parents for their efforts? 


6.
What benefits have accrued to you, to parents, and to students as a result of using parents as helpers?



Benefits for teacher: 




Benefits for parents: 




Benefits for students:


Analysis and Reflection:  

Consider your own subject area or grade level. In light of what this teacher has told you about using parents for helpers, how might you utilize parent help? What kind of training will parents need? How will you arrange for parent training? How will you arrange for parent recognition? Write a paragraph in response to these questions. 

