Activity 13.5: Portfolio: My Platform on Effective Schooling 

Purpose:  

At the end of Chapter 1, you were asked to prepare a platform with several planks that expressed your thinking at that time about teaching and learning. Remember that we described the platform as your overall conception of teaching and learning, and the planks as your more specific beliefs and values. The purpose of this exercise is to have you extend your platform, taking into account the content of this chapter on teachers’ work and aspects of effective schooling. 

Directions:  

Create a platform on teachers’ work and on effective schools by doing the following: 

Step 1:  

Add two or three pages to the platform you wrote in Chapter 1 that describe your current beliefs about the organizational functions of teaching, the features of effective schools, and the implications this has for your work as a teacher. Your platform should be supported by clear and specific planks that include your beliefs and values in regard to effective schools, research, research on teachers’ work, and the professional community. 

Step 2:  

Include in your discussion the various features of effective schools that were illustrated in the text, and write how much you agree or disagree with the various features based on your own work or observations in schools. 

Step 3:  

Discuss the organizational aspects of teaching, and consider which aspect of teachers’ work you value the most and which aspects you will find most troublesome. For example, do you look forward to working with colleagues and parents, or do you see this aspect of what teachers do as taking valuable time away from your work with students?

Step 4:  

You may wish to illustrate your platform with photographs of schools, videos, papers, and other artifacts that will demonstrate to others your understanding of the school as places where teachers work and of the features that make some schools more effective than others. 

