Visiting Australia

 
Introduction

This guide has been developed for people who are visiting Australia for a holiday or any special event. It contains essential information about visa, Customs, quarantine and other requirements of Australia's border agencies. 

We advise you to contact the relevant agencies closer to the time, for more specific information particularly regarding short stay visas (see the contact details on this website). 

In the meantime, this guide will give you an idea of considerations for entry into Australia.

As a general rule, before visiting Australia you should:

· obtain a visa/Electronic Travel Authority (ETA), unless you are a citizen of New Zealand traveling on a New Zealand passport; 

· arrange for health insurance, including ambulance coverage; and 

· be aware that you may not be allowed to work in Australia during your stay. 

Australia has strict laws relating to the importation of:

· illicit drugs; 

· animal or plant material; 

· firearms, weapons or ammunition; 

· protected wildlife and products made from them; 

· some food items; and 

· some medicinal products, including performance enhancing drugs. 

Border controls to prevent the introduction of exotic pests and diseases such as foot and mouth disease are at a high level. 

This means all arriving travelers are screened and in most cases their luggage is inspected or x-rayed by Customs or Quarantine officers.

Customs and Quarantine officers may question travelers at any time, selecting people and their baggage for detailed examination. 

Trained dogs may also be used to detect illegal drugs, prohibited imports and food, plant and animal material. 

Breaches of border control laws could result in severe penalties.

