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Glazing is done after the pot is thrown (or hand-built) and then fired in the kiln once (bisque-fired). You then either paint on the pot with various oxides or "underglazes" (a form of "paint" made out of oxides). Then, you cover the painting or decoration you've made on the pot with a glaze. Usually you use a clear, transparent glaze, so you can see the decoration underneath. This glaze also seals the pot, making it safe to use for food and drink.
Sometimes, potters just dip a bisqued pot into a glaze. A glaze is made from ceramic materials, using a "glaze recipe". Water is added to the dry recipe ingredients, giving the glaze a fluid, creamy consistency. This makes it easy to apply to the bisque-fired pottery. Glazes can come in jars, or you can mix up your own recipe. (I am lazy and always like to buy my glazes in jars.) You then either dip your pot in the glaze, or brush it on the pot with a wide, soft brush. (I usually use a brush.)
After being covered with a glaze, the pot is fired in the kiln once again. A kiln is like an extremely insulated oven. It's not hard, but not for newbies!
When the pot is fired, the glaze melts on the pot, and seals it, usually making it water-tight. The glaze usually has a glossy or glass-like surface after being fired on the pot.
