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Color Definitions

Hue—the actual shade or color

Saturation—the intensity of the color

Luminance or brightness—the brilliance of the color (amount of white or black)

also called value

Screen—a percentage of a color used for a lighter shade

Set a Mood

Evokes feelings and adds impact

Different colors create different moods

Recognize cultural differences in meaning of colors

Color Schemes

Monochromatic

Varying shades of a single color

Complementary

Opposite each other on color wheel

Provides contrast

Vibrant and lively

Adjust saturation if necessary

Color Effects

Color palettes 

Can be adjusted

Shading or 3d shadows 

Avoid distortion

With black and white, use fill patterns

Graduated colors or textures

Text Readability

Choose colors carefully

Don’t use too many colors

Avoid red/green combinations

Let one color dominate

Project/Print ???

Projection and printing use different color technologies

RGB—additive color used for projection (a light source)

CYM—subtractive color used for printing (ink/toner on paper)

Color Selection

Choose colors carefully

meaning

text readability

Don’t use too many colors

Avoid red/green combinations

Let one color dominate—use others to accent and highlight

Consider mood and aesthetic value

