Part 3

Using the Internet in the Group 
Communication Course

The Internet can be an extremely valuable teaching tool, although it has its drawbacks. We have added this section of the instructor’s manual to address the trend in communication pedagogy toward incorporating the Internet into the classroom. Below are small group communication web addresses of various sorts, followed by two learning activity (LA) suggestions. Some of the sites below are research tools for students to use. Some are classroom activities the instructor can use.

Two caveats apply to this section. First, these web addresses have been confirmed as active at the time of this manual’s preparation. The dynamic nature of the Internet, however, means that some of these web sites may not be active if you try to visit them. Second, regarding the two activity suggestions below, anytime an instructor assigns students to browse the Internet, he or she must take into account that the Internet is replete with sites containing potentially influential messages. Hence, before assigning any Internet activity, you may first want to check with your department chair to discuss possible liability factors. We would also strongly suggest that instructors clearly delineate the types of sites appropriate for use in any assignment given.

Research Sites

1. 
Small Group References 


http://cotton.uamont.edu/~roiger/biblio/smgroup.htmlx


This site has many different links to Internet research sources related to small group communication.

2. 
Social Poker: An Experimental Paradigm for Studying the Formation of Self-Organized Groups


http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~harrow/spdes.htm


Social poker is a game designed to investigate the pattern of individual and collective decisions that lead to the formation of self-organized groups out of a pool of individuals who hold complementary resources.

3. 
Organizational Communication References http://cotton.uamont.edu/~roiger/biblio/orgcomm.htmlx


Many more research links related to small group communication..

4.
Team Up Games

http://home.att.net/~teamup/team.html


Includes experiential activities for team building.

5. 
What is a group? Basic terms and definitions


http://www.cultsock.ndirect.co.uk/MUHome/cshtml/


Links found on this site include:

· Relationship between individual and group

· Group goals

· Group cohesion

· Group dynamics

· Group leadership

· Group norms and social influence

6 
Small Group Collaboration on the Internet 


http://www.labmed.umn.edu


Several links related computer mediated communication research and application in small groups.

7. 
McGraw-Hill’s Small Group Supersite


http://www.mhhe.com/group


This site includes links to online resources for students and instructors and book specific quizzes and activities for students.

8.
SYMLOG Consulting Group Home Page


http://www.symlog.com


This site is the official site of the SYMLOG Consulting Group.  It includes links, information about being certified, discussion forums, bibliographies, etc.  A very informative site.
Possible Activities/Assignments

1. 
Assign students to choose an acceptable (perhaps requiring prior instructor approval) chat room, and have them evaluate the communication they observe through the use of interaction or content analysis procedures.

2. 
Assign students to visit highly opinionated websites (National Rifle Assoc., People for the Ethical treatment of Animals, American Civil Liberties Union, Christian Coalition). Ask them to identify any signs of groupthink that they observe.
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