
Preface

This Instructor’s Manual provides ideas and materials in addition to those provided in the text of Effective Group Discussion, Eleventh Edition. There is much more information in Effective Group Discussion that can be explained, discussed, and applied in any one course, and many more exercises and learning activities than can be used in one semester or quarter. You will want to use both the text and the manual selectively, depending on the objectives of the specific course you are teaching, the backgrounds your students bring to the study of small group communication, and the setting in which you teach.

There is not room to include in this manual all the supplementary resources and ideas we have compiled through the years. No doubt you, too, have collected ideas and activities that work well for you. We have selected from among those instructional aids that have worked successfully for us and for colleagues who have chosen to share their experiences with us. You may elect to use the ideas as presented, but we encourage you to modify them to suit the particular context in which you teach.

There are two colleagues we would especially like to recognize; Richard Ellis, Southwest Missouri State University, has incorporated numerous film and video resources in his classes and has graciously shared his ideas and suggestions with us. Many of the feature film suggestions are Richard’s. Janna Storey Martin, University of Oklahoma, has generously provided a number of exercises, activities, and suggestions for involving the entire class in decisions that affect the whole class. We sincerely thank both of you!

Part 1 of this manual concerns overall approaches to courses in small group communication. In this edition, we have included suggestions for incorporating service learning projects in the small group class. Part 2 presents ideas for using film and video resources in the small group course, and Part 3 provides a number of Internet sites to which students can be referred for supplementary study and activities. Part 4 suggests ways in which writing activities can be incorporated in the small group class. Part 5 describes a number of learning activities, includes sample lectures, and also suggests additional readings and media resources for each chapter. 

The major resources for your course will come from your own experience and wit, the experiences and observations of your colleagues, students, and groups in the community, and the textbook. We hope this manual helps you to make your classroom teaching both effective and enjoyable. We will appreciate written reactions to both this manual and the book for which it is was written. In addition, we welcome suggestions and ideas for class activities that can be incorporated into future manuals. Send them to us in care of McGraw-Hill Publishers. Many thanks for choosing Effective Group Discussion!

J.K.B

G.J.G

K.A.
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