Desired Responses

The goal of public speaking is to gain responses from the listeners—to get them to think, feel, or act in a certain way. As you analyze your listeners, ask yourself, “What responses do I desire from them as a result of listening to my speech?” To help you answer this question, fill in the items below. (Note: For some speeches, you may not necessarily desire a response in every category.)

	What do I want my audience to…
	
	How can I bring about this response?

	know?
	
	

	feel?
	
	

	believe?
	
	

	do?
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	know?
	I want my listeners to know what acid rain is, where it comes from, and what damage it causes.
	I will use facts and statistics from leading scientists.

	feel?
	I want my listeners to feel anger

over the damage acid rain has

done to the environment.
	I will show color slides of ravaged forests and dead animals.

	believe?
	I want the listeners to believe that acid rain can be stopped.
	I will discuss how citizen protests in other states have helped reduce pollutants.

	do?
	I want the listeners to sign a petition to be sent to state and federal legislators.
	I will have a petition and pens available and I will urge each listener to sign at the end of the hour.
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