Eliminating Wordiness

While oral language has more elaboration than written language, you still should avoid wordiness—padding a sentence with unnecessary words. For the wordy phrases in bold print, substitute one word.

	Wordy Phrase
	Concise Alternative

	We are not ready at the present time.
	

	The plane was delayed due to the fact that it was snowing.
	

	The student snored during the course of the lecture.
	

	He wept for the simple reason that the movie was sad.
	

	We will move indoors in the event that it rains.
	

	They ate the soup in spite of the fact that it was cold.
	

	Sam borrowed money from Steve in order to pay Fred.
	

	The boss asked to see me in connection with the Carter proposal.
	

	I saw your letter with reference to your mortgage payments.
	

	In the final analysis, he turned in his resignation.
	

	The car costs in the neighborhood of ten thousand dollars.
	

	We will visit our in-laws in the not too distant future.
	

	In a very real sense, she is a fine musician.
	

	This sports car is made for the purpose of driving fast.
	

	He is limping, owing to the fact that he sprained his ankle.
	

	Don’t leave this job until such time as you are ready.
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