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Specific Purpose Statements

The following rules were given in Chapter 5 for specific purpose statements:

a.
Begin the statement with an infinitive.

b.
Include a reference to your audience.

c.
Limit the statement to one major idea.

d.
Make your statement as precise as possible.

e.
Make sure you can achieve your objective in the time allotted.

f.
Don’t be too technical.

All but one of the following specific purpose statements violate the above rules. Write the letter of the rule violated; for the statement that is acceptable, write OK. (For this exercise, assume that all the statements are intended for a brief speech to a typical college classroom audience.)

___ 1.
To tell my audience about bad feelings

___ 2.
To explain to my listeners the workings of a turbo-compressor engine

___ 3.
To inform about how to bake bread

___ 4.
To persuade my audience to support mandatory AIDS testing for all health professionals

___ 5.
I will persuade my listeners to grow a garden to improve their mental and physical health

___ 6.
To persuade my audience that a national health insurance program should be established to provide health care to all Americans, and that everyone can reduce his or her chances of becoming ill by a regular program of exercise

___ 7.
To inform my audience of the main battles of the Civil War
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