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Chapter Briefs

The entire content of each chapter, plus that of the appendixes are condensed into briefs ranging from a few to several pages for each chapter and appendix. They aren't intended to serve only as lecture notes, al​though they certainly could be used that way. Rather, they are comprehensive enough so you may review (or preview) the chapter, or even compose a test, without reading the corresponding text chapters in their entirety. (We have also, on occasion, provided students with copies of selected chapter briefs for areas in which they're experiencing difficulty. They found them to be an effective study guide.)

Suggested Course Schedules

Two course schedules for a ten-week term and two for a fourteen-week term are included. One of each includes all three appendixes, while the other excludes all three. As these schedules indicate, we suggest allocating more time to Chapters 10 and 11, dealing with statistical analysis, than to the other chap​ters. The typical student finds the chapters on statistical analysis and interpretation more diffi​cult and time-consuming. In our own experience teaching this material, we have never found we taught the earlier sections too quickly and have too much time at the end of the term. On the other hand, moving too slowly through the earlier phases of the re​search process may result in a glut of material yet to be covered and little or no time to cover it at the end of the term. (You will, of course, forgive us if we don't reveal how we know this.)

It may be useful to note that Chapters 10 and 11 have been reorganized from the earlier edition. Chapter 10 deals only with univariate analysis—basic data description—while Chapter 11 focuses completely with bivariate analysis. It begins with cross-tabulation, followed by ANOVA, Correlation and Regression analysis. Some instructors may decide to include only Chapter 10, excluding Chapter 11 entirely. More commonly, and depending on the nature of the course and the students' background, many instructors choose to assign only cross-tabulation, ignoring the latter part of Chapter 11. Both content and organization have been created so allow you those options with a minimum of scheduling or assignment complexity.

Whether or not to include the appendixes and if so, which to include is, of course, entirely up to you. They are provided as appendixes precisely to allow you that flexibility. They're not strictly necessary to the survey research process, itself. Neither set of schedules specifically allocates time during the term for sur​vey research project work, nor does either one allocate time at the end of the term for student report presentations to the class. We routinely require our students to conduct their research projects in con​junction and simultaneous with their regular study. When scheduling your own course, you may wish to modify the schedule to allow time for project work and/or class presentations, if you include them.

Class Field Project Instructions

Complete sample student instructions for conducting a class field survey research project are preceded by a one-page description of the objectives, background, benefits, timing, and instructions. If the pro​ject you anticipate assigning closely parallels the nature and procedures of those for which the in​structions were written, you may only need to make insertions of the references and a few minor modifications. Even if you choose to assign individual or group projects or your class project has very different features from those anticipated in the instructions, you may find this model and some of its content helpful. It may appear to be overly detailed at first glance, but it has been classroom tested over 50 times and we've found it beneficial to use extremely detailed and repetitious instructions. Students are reassured if they have them, even if they don't need them. By contrast, their anxiety and frustration climb quickly if they're puzzled about what to do or confused about how to do it.

You may have found, as we have, that students tend to be less than rigorous about reading instructions. We find it helpful to assign and administer a brief quiz on the content of the project instructions a few days after they have been provided to the students. Doing so requires them to discover the content of the instructions and to encourage them to refer to them rather than asking for individual advice and coaching from the instructor.

To assist in creation of individual student quota sheets (should you decide to use them), three additional documents are included with the Project Instructions: QuotaSheets is a sample of a few quota sheets derived from a MS Word data merge. QuotaSheet is the shell document for the merge, and List is the data source document into which your students names would be entered. You may, of course, find it necessary or desirable to modify these documents considerably to fit your needs, but they may serve as a useful starting point.

Test Bank

There are over 800 structured questions in the test bank—40 multiple choice and 20 true/false for each chapter and half as many for the appendixes. The multiple choice questions use from 2 to 5 alternatives—none with more—so the re​sults can be machine-scored from a five-choice mark sense sheet. They have been classroom tested and all proved to have positive discrimination values (positive correlations between right/wrong and total remainder score). All internal consistency coefficients (Coefficients Alpha) exceeded .90. Most range from easy to moderate difficulty (65 percent or more test takers answered them correctly).

The test bank is provided in a MS Word document to make it quick and easy to select, add, delete and modify items. Suggestions on the procedure for doing so and for creating test papers and answer keys are provided at the beginning of the test bank document.
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