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Folk Music

Chapter Overview

This chapter describes Spanish, British, and African influences on American folk music.  Spanish music traditions practiced in early Florida and southwestern territories remain strong in those areas of the country today.  British folk ballads, many of which remain well known, strongly affected American folk music.  African traditions adapted to slave conditions in America gave rise to field hollers, work songs, and ring shouts, and small instruments brought from Africa inspired the development of simple homemade instruments in America.
Listening Examples
4. El cutilio
5. “Barbara Allen”
6. “Shenandoah”
7.  Field Holler
8. Father’s field call
9. Complaint call

10.  “Hammer, Ring”
Suggestions for Further Listening

Folk Songs:


“The Riddle”


“Arkansas Traveler”


“Down in the Valley”

Useful Collections of Folk songs:


Anthology of American Folk Music. Folkways 2951/3


Folk Music in America. Library of Congress


Folk Music U.S.A. Folkways 4530


Roots of American Music. Arhoolie 2001/2

Terms to Review

folk music

hymn

alabado

ballad

broadside

chantey

field hollers
blue notes

shout, ring shout
work songs
improvised

banjo

drone

Visuals


Early Americans dancing

Broadside ballad:  John Dickinson’s Liberty Song  

Slaves working in a cotton field


4-string banjo
Critical Thinking
What opportunities do today’s political, religious, or personal satirists have to avoid presecution by those they attack?  Compare the potential for free expression in rap lyrics, in cartoons, in TV entertainment, movies, newspapers, and books, and on the Web, with that of the broadsides in colonial and revolutionary America.

     In how many ways might you distinguish between African and African-American music?
Further Topics for Essay or Discussion

1. As a child, did you learn folk tunes traditional to your culture?  Do you teach, or plan to teach, folk music to your children?

2. At what point would you consider that slaves began to produce African-American—as opposed to remembered African—music?
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