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SECULAR MUSIC IN The Colonial,  Revolutionary, 
and Federal Periods

Chapter Overview

Music to accompany work, entertainment, or dancing were important early in the eighteenth century, and music publishing became an important business.  Concert music and musical theater performances drew enthusiastic audiences in several American cities.  Concert audiences particularly appreciated program music.  Families were increasingly likely to have musical instruments in their homes. Musical amateurs included several famous statesmen, but most professional musicians were Europeans.  Concert band music became increasingly popular.

Listening Examples

16.  Alexander Reinagle,  Sonata II in E from the Philadelphia Sonatas, third movement



17.  “Yankee Doodle” (excerpt)






 
Optional Listening Example
Francis Hopkinson, “My Days Have Been So Wondrous Free”
Suggestions for Further Listening

Rondo:


Mozart, Adagio and Rondo, K. 617, for glass harmonica, flute, oboe, viola, and cello 

American Instrumental Music in Classical Style:


Benjamin Carr, Sonata I, for piano or harpsichord


Carr, Federal Overture
Battle Piece:


James Hewitt, “Battle of Trenton,” for organ

Terms to Review

Program music

armonica, glass harmonica

art song

sonata

rondo

Alberti bass

ballad opera

fife and drum corps

Key Figures

Musical Amateurs:


Thomas Jefferson


Benjamin Franklin


Francis Hopkinson

Immigrant Composers:


Benjamin Carr


Alexander Reinagle

Visuals


José Salazar, The Family of Doctor Joseph Montegut 


Double spinet, or virginal

 
An eighteenth-century chamber music concert


Benjamin Franklin playing his glass harmonica

  
A band of drummers

Critical Thinking

What programmatic effects might you expect to hear in a work titled “Spring” Symphony?  Violin Sonata for Halloween?  Rondo español?
Do you know of any modern statesmen who have been enthusiastic music amateurs?

If you have been to the theater, compare your experience with what the text says about stage entertainment 
and audience behavior at a typical eighteenth-century American theater performance.
Further Topics for Essay or Discussion

1. In your opinion, does theatrical entertainment during wartime inappropriately distract people from their responsibility to defend their country and preserve their liberty?  Does it provide healthy relief from such  cares?  Does it offer a creative means of expressing ideas concerning and reaction to current social and political events?  Can you name specific shows (or movies) that occurred during a time of U.S. military confrontation and discuss their impact on society?
2. What position did eighteenth-century American intellectuals believe music and art rightfully held in American life?  Do you agree with them or disagree?  Why?  How did their attitude affect the composition and appreciation of music in America?
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