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ETHNIC TRADITIONS AND THE URBAN FOLK REVIVAL
Chapter Overview


As country music readily absorbed ethnic and regional styles, Hawaiian, Mexican, and Cajun sounds were particularly influential.  Meanwhile, urban folk musicians performed folk-like music in a polished, suave manner designed to appeal to popular music fans.  Some, inspired by Bob Dylan, composed original “folk” songs, including some protesting against particular topics of current social interest.   Since the 1990s, alternative country has blended punk and rock and roll effects with country sounds, forging new ties between rock and one of its roots, country music.
Listening Examples

38. Cajun Two-Step (excerpt)

39. Clifton Chenier: “Tu le ton son ton” (“Every Now and Then”)

Suggestions for Further Listening

Gabby Pahinui with The Sons of Hawaii (slack key guitar)
Cajun music: “Fais Pas Ca” (“Don’t Do That”)

Zydeco: Albums by Clifton Chenier or by Queen Ida and the Bon Ton Zydeco Band
Terms to Review

slack key guitar

steel guitar

ukulele

Cajun music

zydeco

urban folk revival

  alternative country
Key Figures
John Lomax

Woodrow Wilson “Woody” Guthrie

Pete Seeger

Huddie Ledbetter (“Leadbelly”)

Alan Lomax

Bob Dylan

Visuals

Ukulele

zydeco musicians

Woody Guthrie

Bob Dylan

Critical Thinking

If you have access to examples of music performed on an acoustic guitar, a slack-key guitar, and a steel guitar, how do you differentiate between the sounds of those instruments?  What kinds of music does each instrument best serve?

How would you compare the sounds of white Cajun music and black zydeco?

Do you think Irving Berlin’s “God Bless America” or Woody Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land” best expresses the American experience today?

Do you think Bob Dylan will be best remembered in the distant future for his music or for his poetry?


Further Topics for Essay or Discussion

1. Discuss the manner in which country musicians have absorbed various foreign or exotic influences.

2.  Explore alternative country (on the Web, on the radio, at the public library, from your own or from friends’ collections) and discuss its sounds.  What do its creators share?  In what ways do they differ?  Why is the term so difficult to define?
3.  In what ways has the work of John and Alan Lomax influenced American music.?

4.  What do you predict for the future of country music?  On what sources do you base your prediction?
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