part FOUR.  a diversity of popular musics

15.
Latin Popular Musics

Chapter Overview

From the time the Argentinean tango intoxicated Broadway audiences in 1911, Latin dances, especially from the Caribbean, Brazil, and Mexico, have enriched American popular, theater, and concert music.  Calypso began as a form of communication between African slaves in the Caribbean.  The bomba, rumba, mambo, and many other Latin dances enjoyed high popularity in the United States during the “dance decades” of the thirties and forties.  Salsa and reggae number among the still-popular musics reflecting the complexities and enrichments this wide accumulation affords.  Mariachis are widely heard throughout the Southwest.  Recently tejano-norteño music has acquired a broad following.
Listening Examples

54. “Ojos,” performed by Willie Colon and Ruben Blades

55. A.C. Jobim, “Desafinado”

56. “Jarabe Tapatío” (“Mexican Hat Dance”)
Suggestions for Further Listening

Duke Ellington:  “Conga Brava”

Miles Davis and Gil Evans:  “Sketches of Spain”

Chano Pozo:  El tembor de Cuba (a 3-CD set featuring the drumming of Luciano [“Chano”] Pozo)
Tito Puente, “Top Percussion” (Santeria music)

Buena Vista Social Club (audio CD, Cuban son music)
Bossa nova: Getz-Gilberto (Stan Getz and Brazilian composer-singer-guitarist João Gilberto)

Reggae: The is Reggae Music (various artists)

Salsa: Machacha (features Clare Fisher and Salsa Picante)

Calypso Awakening:  from the Emory Cook Collection
Terms to Review

tango

habanera

bomba

rumba

conga

cu-bop

mambo

chachacha

salsa

reggae

toasting, dubbing

calypso

steel drum or pan

samba

bossa nova

norteño

corrido

tejano

conjunto

mariachis 
Key Figures

Xavier Cugat

Tito Puente

Bob Marley

Buju Banton

Luciano

Antônio Carlos Jobim

Selena

Visuals

Xavier Cugat and Carmen Miranda

Clave rhythm

Stan Getz playing tenor sax

Norteño group Los Alegres de Teran

Strolling mariachis

Critical Thinking

Do you think the radio stations in your area give adequate air time to Latin popular music?

Of the three influential areas covered here—the Caribbean, Brazil, and Mexico—which has most affected the music with which you are most familiar?  

Which do you think will be the strongest trend in the future:  Latin pop more influenced by music from the United States, or U. S. popular music more “Latin tinged”?  Why?

Further Topics for Essay or Discussion

1. What significant differences can you describe between musics characteristic of the Caribbean, Brazil, and Mexico?

2. Choose a piece such as “Ojos” (Listening Example 54), or another Latin piece with complex underlying rhythms, and mark (with foot taps, claps, or other physical motion) as many different rhythmic patterns as you can identify.
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