Prelude

Chapter Overview

The elements of music—rhythm, melody, harmony, and timbre—are introduced and discussed, as are other such basic music concepts as timbre, texture, form, and music notation.  Characteristics of American music are considered in terms of these concepts.  Students may return to this chapter throughout the course to review the terms and concepts.
Listening Example

1.  George R. Poulton, “Love Me Tender” (sung by Marty Robbins)
Suggestions for Further Listening

Duple meter:


John Philip Sousa, “The Stars and Stripes Forever,” Listening Example 25
Syncopation:


Scott Joplin, “Maple Leaf Rag,” Listening Example 29

European music intended to sound American:


Claude Debussy, “Golliwog’s Cakewalk” from Children’s Corner

Darius Milhaud, “La création du monde” (“The Creation of the World”)


Maurice Ravel, Violin Sonata

Igor Stravinsky, “Ragtime”

Terms to Review

elements of music

rhythm

tempo

meter

tone

pitch

melody

interval

octave

scales
major, minor scales

half step

whole step

modes

pentatonic scale

tune

motive

harmony

tonality, tonal system

chord

consonance (consonant)
dissonance (dissonant)
tonic

key

dominant

subdominant

triad

texture

monophony (monophonic)

unison

heterophony

round

polyphony (polyphonic)

homophony (homophonic)

timbre

dynamic level

piano

forte

form

movement

staff

notes

rests

clef

style

syncopation

 strophic form

 verse-chorus form


Visuals

Rhythmic Notation (table)

Common Tempo Indications (table)

Common meters 

A piano keyboard

The major and minor scales

Melodic contours

Triads on each note of the C major scale

Textures in music

Dynamic Levels (table)

Texture in music

Pitches notated in the treble and bass clefs

Critical Thinking

What roles does music currently play in your life?  


What do you think music contributes to a visual experience, such as watching a film or TV?


Has music ever enhanced your ability to remember something—an advertised product, for example?  If so, how?


If you are familiar with Elvis Presley’s recording of “Love Me Tender,” how would you compare his 
performance and Marty Robbins’s, using terms and concepts introduced in this section of the text?

Topics for Essay or Discussion

1. Listen to Samuel Barber’s Adagio for Strings (Listening Example 76).  What effects do the rising pitch levels and the dramatic increases in dynamic levels have upon you?  How does the prolonged rest (“silence”) toward the end of the piece affect the music?  Does this piece suggest to you an extramusical messages?  How do you suppose this music served the film Platoon, in which it received prominent attention?  Does the music seem to you predominantly sad, or does it suggest comfort and hope?

2. Discuss the concepts of consonance and dissonance.  How may they be differentiated in objective terms?  In what ways are they entirely subjective?

3. Listen to as much of George Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue (an Optional Listening Example) as class time allows.  What specific characteristics can you site that cause this piece to be considered characteristically “American”?  The terms and concepts discussed in the text should help you to articulate your ideas.

4. Consider some familiar melodies (folk tunes, popular songs, movie themes, for example).  Would you characterize each of them as tuneful, motivic, or otherwise?

5. Describe a piece (classical or popular) you believe sounds American, using the elements of music to explain your opinion.

6. Describe a piece (classical or popular) you believe does not sound American, and explain why.

PAGE  
Prelude | 3

