Course Use of Reel Society 2.0: An Interactive Movie CD-ROM
When to Use Reel Society in Your Introductory Sociology Course

In Class:
· Use the program at the beginning of the semester to introduce concepts and help students see why the study of sociology is relevant to their lives. 

· View and discuss Reel Society segments in class.

· Ask students to prepare for a given topic by viewing a Reel Society segment as homework.

· Assign activities from the Reel Society Website.

· Use discussion questions provided in the program and in the instructor’s manual.

· Give writing assignments suggested in the instructor’s manual.
Outside of Class:

· Use the program as an activity for discussion sessions or labs.

· Assign various segments for students to view on their own, to discuss in class the next day, to write a response paper on, or to be tested / quizzed on.

· Use in a distance-learning course, combining individualized viewing and interaction with the CD with a Discussion Board on the web, so students could see how other students related to it and learn from each other’s reactions.

How to Use Reel Society in Your Introductory Sociology Course

· Study mode correlates scenes from the movie with chapter-relevant topics and contains supplementary pedagogical materials designed to reinforce student understanding of sociological concepts.

· Story mode presents scenes in a continuous way and allows students to exercise their sociological imaginations by making choices for the characters and experiencing reactions and consequences.

· Use the program to stimulate class discussion about sociological concepts.

· Use the program to stimulate discussion about each character’s actions and reactions.

· Discuss gender roles and choices by having students play the parts of characters of the opposite sex.

· Use Reel Society as a refresher presentation during later chapters.

· The experience of working through each scenario and option could be left to each student individually, followed by in-class or on-line discussion.

· Use a combination of assignments for students to do on their own, with segments and discussion in class. 

Reviewer Quotes:

“I can say with absolute certainty that I will use this program as soon as it is made available! It looks like a fabulous discussion and learning tool.” --Rebecca Matthews, sociology instructor, University of Iowa

“I think REEL Society has potential to demonstrate sociological concepts, especially sociological imagination.” --Cheryl Tieman, sociology instructor, Radford University
 “I applaud the idea of using an Iranian-American woman in this enactment. Much of her role, what she does and says, rings true.” --Grant Farr, sociology instructor, Portland State University
 “It’s very difficult to find believable and interactive materials that students would find engaging. This fills a real need.” --Jan Abu Shakrah, sociology instructor, Portland Community College
