A Sampling of Notable Authors and Illustrators from Parallel Cultures

TEACHING RESOURCES

Note: In column 1, A = author; I = illustrator; A-I = author-illustrator. For illustrators, the author’s name follows the title of the illustrated book, in parentheses, in column 3.

AFRICAN ROOTS

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Benny Andrews (I) 


African American 


The Hickory Chair (Fraustino)

Pictures for Miss Josie (Belton)

Sandra Belton (A) 


African American 


Beauty, Her Basket

Ernestine and Amanda

James Berry (A) 



Jamaican 


Ajeemah and His Son

Everywhere Faces Everywhere

Tonya Bolden (A) 


African American 


Maritcha: A Nineteenth Century American Girl

Wake Up Our Souls

Ashley Bryan (A-I) 


African American 


Beautiful Blackbird

The Cat’s Purr

Alice Childress (A) 


African American 


A Hero Ain’t Nothin’ but a Sandwich

Rainbow Jordan

R. Gregory Christie (I) 


African American 


DeShawn Days (Medina)

Love to Langston (Medina)

Bryan Collier (A-I, I) 


African American 


Uptown

Martin’s Big Words (Rappaport)

Floyd Cooper (A-I, I) 


African American/ 

Jump!

Native American 


Freedom School, Yes! (Littlesugar)

Donald Crews (A-I) 


African American 


Bigmama’s

Freight Train

Pat Cummings (A-I, I) 


African American 


Harvey Moon, Museum Boy

Squashed in the Middle (Winthrop)

Christopher Paul Curtis (A) 

African American 


Bucking the Sarge

Bud, Not Buddy

Edwidge Danticat (A) 


Haitian 



Anacona, Golden Flower

Behind the Mountains

Baba Wagué Diakité (A-I, I) 

Mali, West Africa 


The Hatseller and the Monkeys

Jamari’s Drum (Bynum)

Sharon Draper 



African American 


Forged by Fire

Darkness before Dawn

Karen English (A) 


African American 


Francie

Hot Day on Abbott Avenue

Sharon Flake (A) 



African American 


Bang

Begging for Change
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AFRICAN ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Valery Flournoy (A) 


African American 


Celie and the Harvest Fiddler

The Patchwork Quilt

Jan Spivey Gilchrist (I) 


African American 


For the Love of the Game (Greenfield)

How They Got Over (Greenfield)

Nikki Giovanni (A) 


African American 


The Genie in the Jar

The Sun Is So Quiet

Eloise Greenfield (A) 


African American 


Honey, I Love

In the Land of Words

Nikki Grimes (A) 



African American 


Bronx Masquerade

Danitra Brown, Class Clown

Monica Gunning (A) 


Jamaican 


Not a Copper Penny in Me House

Under the Breadfruit Tree

Rosa Guy (A) 



African American 


The Disappearance

The Friends

Virginia Hamilton (A) 


African American 


M. C. Higgins, the Great

Time Pieces

Joyce Hansen (A) 


African American 


The Captive

One True Friend

bell hooks (A) 



African American 


Be Boy Buzz

Happy to Be Nappy

Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard (A) 

African American 


Aunt Flossie’s Hats

Virgie Goes to School with Us Boys

Angela Johnson (A) 


African American 


A Cool Moonlight

Heaven

Lynn Joseph (A) 



Trinidadian 


The Mermaid’s Twin Sister

A Wave in Her Pocket

Julius Lester (A) 



African American 


Day of Tears

Why Heaven Is Far Away

E. B. Lewis (I) 



African American 


My Rows and Piles of Coins (Mollel)

This Little Light of Mine (Sandland)

Sharon Bell Mathis (A) 


African American 


The Hundred Penny Box

Listen for the Fig Tree

Alice McGill (A) 



African American 


Miles’s Song

Sure as Sunrise
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TEACHING RESOURCES

AFRICAN ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Patricia McKissack and 


African American 


Madame C. J. Walker

Fredrick McKissack (A) 
The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay

Angela Shelf Medearis (A) 


African American


Rum-a-Tum-Tum

Singing for Dr. King

Tony Medina (A)



African American 


DeShawn Days

Love to Langston

Tololwa M. Mollel (A) 


Tanzanian 


My Rows and Piles of Coins

The Orphan Boy

Christopher Myers (I) 


African American 


Harlem (Myers)

Lies and Other Tall Tales (Hurston)

Walter Dean Myers (A) 


African American 


Here in Harlem

Monster

Beverly Naidoo (A) 


South African 


Journey to Jo’burg

The Other Side of Truth

Kadir A. Nelson (I) 


African American 


Big Jabe (Nolen)

Ellington Was Not a Street (Shange)

Marilyn Nelson (A) 


African American 


Fortune’s Bones

A Wreath for Emmett Till

Jerdine Nolen (A) 


African American 


Big Jabe

Raising Dragons

Ifeoma Onyefulu (A) 


Nigerian



 A Is for Africa

Emeka’s Gift

Andrea Davis Pinkney (A) 


African American 


Bill Pickett, Rodeo-Ridin’ Cowboy

Let It Shine

Brian Pinkney (A-I, I) 


African American 


The Adventures of Sparrowboy

Alvin Ailey (A. Pinkney)

Jerry Pinkney (A-I, I) 


African American
 

Noah’s Ark

Mirandy and Brother Wind (P. McKissack)

James Ransome (I) 


African American 


Uncle Jed’s Barbershop (Mitchell)

Under the Quilt of Night (Hopkinson)

Faith Ringgold (A-I) 


African American 


If a Bus Could Talk

Tar Beach

Reynold Ruffins (I) 


African American 


The Gift of the Crocodile (Sierra)

Running the Road to ABC (Lauture)

Charles R. Smith, Jr. (A-I) 


African American 


Hoop Queens

Rim Shots
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TEACHING RESOURCES

AFRICAN ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented

 Selected Titles

Hope Anita Smith (A) 


African American 


The Way a Door Closes

Javaka Steptoe (A-I, I) 


African American 


In Daddy’s Arms I Am Tall

Hot Day on Abbott Avenue (English)

Mildred Taylor (A) 


African American 


The Land

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Eric Velasquez (I) 


African American 


The Piano Man (Chocolate)

A Season for Mangoes (Hanson)

Mildred Pitts Walter (A) 


African American 


Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World

Suitcase

Carole B. Weatherford (A) 


African American 


Freedom on the Menu

Remember the Bridge

Jacqueline Woodson (A) 


African American 


Locomotion

Maizon at Blue Hill

ASIAN PACIFIC ROOTS

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

An Na (A) 



Korean American 

A Step from Heaven

Jose Aruego (I)
 


Filipino 



Duck, Duck, Goose! (Beaumont)

Turtle’s Race with Beaver (Bruchac)

Sook Nyul Choi (A) 


Korean 



Halmoni and the Picnic

Year of Impossible Goodbyes

Yangsook Choi (A-I) 


Korean 



The Name Jar

Peach Heaven

Narinda Dahmi (A) 


Indian, British 


Bend It Like Beckham

Bindi Babies

Sheila Hamanaka (A) 


Japanese 


All the Colors of the Earth

Grandparents’ Song

Oki S. Han (I) 



Korean 



Basho and the River Stones (Myers)

Kongi and Potgi (Plunkett)

Yumi Heo (A-I, I) 



Korean 



The Green Frogs

Uncle Peter’s Amazing Chinese Wedding (Look)

Tanuja Desai Hidier (A) 


Indian, British 


Born Confused

Minfong Ho (A) 



Chinese American 

The Clay Marble

The Stone Goddess
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TEACHING RESOURCES

ASIAN PACIFIC ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Uma Krishnaswami (A) 


Indian 



Chachaji’s Cup

Naming Maya

Dom Lee (I) 



Korean 



Passage to Freedom (Mochizuki)

Sixteen Seconds in Sixteen Years (Yoo)

Ho Baek Lee (A-I, I) 


Korean 



While We Were Out

Bee-bim Bop! (Park)

Huy Voun Lee (A-I) 


Chinese 



In the Leaves

1, 2, 3, Go!

Jeanne M. Lee (A-I)


Chinese, 


Bitter Dumplings

Vietnamese 


The Song of Mu Lan

Marie Lee (A) 



Korean American 

Finding My Voice

If It Hadn’t Been for Yoon Jun

Grace Lin (A-I) 



Chinese American 

Dim Sung for Everyone!

The Year of the Dog

Lenore Look (A) 



Chinese American 

Henry’s First Moon Birthday

Ruby Lu, Brave and True

Bette Bao Lord (A) 


Chinese-born 


In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson

American 


Middle Heart

Ken Mochizuki (A) 


Japanese American 

Heroes

Passage to Freedom

Kyoko Mori (A) 



Japanese-born 


One Bird

American 


Shizuko’s Daughter

Lensey Namioka (A) 


Chinese-born 


Half and Half

American 


Yang the Youngest and His Terrible Ear

Takayo Noda (A-I) 


Japanese 


Dear World

Song of the Flowers

Soyung Pak (A) 



Korean American 

Dear Juno

Sumi’s First Day of School Ever

Linda Sue Park (A) 


Korean American 

Project Mulberry

A Single Shard

Mitali Perkins (A) 



Indian American 


Monsoon Summer

The Sunita Experiment

LeUyen Pham (A-I, I) 


Vietnamese-born 


Big Sister, Little Sister

American 


Sing-Along Song (Macken)
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TEACHING RESOURCES

ASIAN PACIFIC ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Allen Say (A-I) 



Japanese American 

Grandfather’s Journey

Kamishibai Man

Kashmira Sheth (A) 


Indian American 


Blue Jasmine

Chris K. Soentpiet (I) 


Korean American 

Coolies (Yin)

Jin Woo (Bunting)

Aki Sogabe (A-I, I) 


Japanese 


Aesop’s Fox

The Loyal Cat (Namioka)

John Son (A) 



Korean American 

Finding My Hat

Mari Takabayashi (A-I) 


Japanese 


I Live in Brooklyn

I Live in Tokyo

Yoshiko Uchida (A) 


Japanese American 

Journey to Topaz

The Magic Purse

Lynette Dyer Vuong (A) 


Vietnamese 


The Brocaded Slipper

Yoko Kawashima Watkins (A)

Japanese 


My Brother, My Sister, and I

So Far from the Bamboo Grove

Janet Wong (A) 



Korean/Chinese 


Apple Pie Fourth of July
American 


A Suitcase of Seaweed

Sandra Yamate (A) 


Asian American 


The Best of Intentions

Char Siu Bao Boy

Belle Yang (A-I) 



Taiwanese American 

Baba

Hannah Is My Name

Lisa Yee (A) 



Chinese American 

Millicent Min: Girl Genius

Stanford Wong Flunks Big-Time

Paul Yee (A) 



Chinese Canadian 

The Bone Collector’s Son

Tales from Gold Mountain

Laurence Yep (A) 


Chinese American 

Dragon’s Gate

Thief of Hearts

Ed Young (A) 



Chinese American 

I Doko: The Tale of a Basket

The Sons of the Dragon King

Kazumi Yumoto (A) 


Japanese 


The Friends

The Letters

Ange Zhang (A) 



Chinese Canadian 

Grandfather Counts

Red Land, Yellow River
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TEACHING RESOURCES

LATINO ROOTS

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Alma Flor Ada (A) 


Cuban 



I Love Saturdays y Domingos

My Name Is María Isabel

Francisco X. Alarcón (A)
Peruvian American 

Angels Ride Bikes/Los Ángeles Andan En 






Bicicleta

Laughing Tomatoes: Jitomates Risueños

Julia Alvarez (A) 



Dominican American 

Before We Were Free

How Tia Lola Came to (Visit) Stay

Rudolfo Anaya (A) 


Mexican American 

Farolitos for Abuelo

Roadrunner’s Dance

George Ancona (A) 


Mexican American 

Charro: The Mexican Cowboy

Mi Casa: My House

Jorge Argueta (A) 


Salvadoran 


A Movie in My Pillow/Una Película en Mi 








Almohada

Xochitl and the Flowers/Xóchitl, la Niña de las Flores

Paula Barragán (I) 

Ecuadorian American 

Poems to Dream Together/Poemas Para Soñar 







Juntos (Alarcón)

Spicy Hot Colors/Colores Piquantes (Shahan)

Carmen T. Bernier-Grand (A) 

Puerto Rican 


César: ¡Si, Se Puede!

In the Shade of the Nispero Tree

Cozbi A. Cabrera (I) 


Honduran American 

Beauty, Her Basket (Belton)

Joe Cepeda (I) 



Mexican American 

Juan Bobo Goes to Work (Montes)

Mice and Beans (Ryan)

Raúl Colón (I) 



Puerto Rican 


Doña Flor (Mora)

Thomas and the Library Lady (Mora)

Lulu Delacre (A) 



Puerto Rican 


Golden Tales

Salsa Stories

David Diaz (I) 



Mexican American 

Going Home (Bunting)

The Pot That Juan Built (Andrews-Goebel)

Carmen Lomas Garza (A-I) 

Mexican American 

In My Family/En Mi Familia

Magic Windows

Elizabeth Gómez (I) 

Mexican 


A Movie in My Pillow/Una Película en Mi 







Almohada (Argueta)

The Upside Down Boy/El Niño de Cabeza (Herrera)

Susan Guevara (I) 


Puerto Rican/ 


Chato Goes Cruisin’ (Soto)

Argentinian 


Chato and the Party Animals (Soto)

Francisco Jiménez (A) 


Mexican American 

Breaking Through

The Circuit
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TEACHING RESOURCES

LATINO ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Ana Juan (I) 



Spanish 



Elena’s Serenade (Geeslin)

The Night Eater (Geeslin)

Victor Martinez (A) 


Mexican American 

Parrot in the Oven, Mi Vida

Nicholasa Mohr (A) 


Puerto Rican 


Felita

The Song of el Coqui

Marisa Montes (A)


Puerto Rican 


Juan Bobo Goes to Work

Mystery Neighbors

Pat Mora (A) 



Mexican American 

Confetti

Pablo’s Tree

Yuyi Morales (A-I, I) 


Mexican 


Just a Minute

Harvesting Hope (Krull)

Judith Ortiz (Cofer) (A) 


Puerto Rican 


An Island Like You

The Hunger of Birds

Nancy Osa (A) 



Cuban 



Cuba 15

Pam Muñoz Ryan (A) 


Mexican American 

Becoming Naomi Leon

Experanza Rising

Enrique O. Sanchez (I) 


Dominican 


Abuela’s Weave (Castañeda)

Amelia’s Road (Altman)

Simón Silva (I) 



Mexican American 

Gather the Sun (Ada)

La Mariposa (Jiménez)

Gary Soto (A) 



Mexican American 

Help Wanted

Worlds Apart: Traveling with Fernie and Me

Ana Veciana-Suarez (A) 


Cuban 



Flight to Freedom

NATIVE AMERICAN ROOTS

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Shonto Begay (I) 



Navajo/Diné 


Alie Yazzie’s Year (Maher)

The Mud Pony (Cohen)

Joseph Bruchac (A) 


Abenaki 



The Arrow over the Door

Code Talker

Michael Dorris (A) 


Modoc 



Guests

Morning Girl

Louise Erdrich (A)


Ojibwe 



The Birchbark House

The Game of Silence
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TEACHING RESOURCES

NATIVE AMERICAN ROOTS (continued)

Author/Illustrator


 Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Joy Harjo (A) 



Muskogee-Creek 


The Good Luck Cat

Sally M. Hunter (A) 


Winnebago 


Four Seasons of Corn

Michael Arvaarluck Kusugak (A, I) 

Innuit 



Baseball Bats for Christmas

A Promise Is a Promise (Munsch)

Michael Lacapa (A-I) 


Apache, Hopi, Tewa 

Antelope Woman

Less Than Half, More Than Whole

George Littlechild (A-I, I) 


Cree 



This Land Is My Land

A Man Called Raven (Van Camp)

Lawrence Loyie (A) 


Cree 



As Long as the Rivers Flow

S. D. Nelson (A-I, I) 


Lakota Sioux 


Gift Horse

Jim Thorpe’s Bright Path (Bruchac)

Simon Ortiz (A) 



Acoma 



The Good Rainbow Road

The People Shall Continue

Cynthia Leitich Smith (A)


 Muscogee 


Jingle Dancer

Rain Is Not My Name

Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (A) 

Lakota Sioux 


Bad River Boys

The Sioux

Virginia Stroud (A-I, I) 


Cherokee 


Doesn’t Fall Off His Horse

The Story of the Milky Way (Bruchac)

Luci Tapahonso (A) 


Navajo/Diné 


A Breeze Swept Through

Songs of Shiprock Fair

Richard Van Camp (A) 


Dogrib (Northwest 

What’s the Most Beautiful Thing You Know About

Territories, Canada) 

Horses?
A Man Called Raven

Bernelda Weaver (A) 


Cree 



Where Did You Get Your Moccasins?

MIDDLE EASTERN ROOTS

Author/Illustrator 


Culture Represented 

Selected Titles

Daniella Carmi (A) 


Jewish Israeli 


Samir and Yonaton

Naomi Shihab Nye (A) 


Palestinian American 

Habibi

19 Varieties of Gazelle

Uri Orlev (A) 



Polish/Israeli 


Lydia, Queen of Palestine

Run Boy, Run

Rafik Schami (A) 



Syrian 



Damascus Nights

A Handful of Stars

