Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World

TEACHING RESOURCES

ANIMALS AS PEOPLE

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Jim Aylesworth, 

The Tale of Tricky Fox 

A tricky fox tries to trick a teacher but is out-foxed.

Barbara McClintock

Barbara Bottner 

Wallace’s Lists 


Wallace the mouse is compulsive about making and

and Gerald Kruglik, 




following lists until a friend teaches him to loosen up.

Olaf Landström

Caralyn Buehner, 
Superdog: The Heart

 A small dachshund is determined to overcome his lowly

Mark Buehner 

of a Hero 


status.

Chih-Yuan Chen 

Guji Guji 


See text.

Eileen Christelow 
The Great Pig Escape; 

Pigs escape from Bert and Ethel’s farm and a culinary end

The Great Pig Search 

to go to Florida.

Doreen Cronin, 

Diary of a Spider 


The world as seen through the eyes (and words) of a

Harry Bliss 

Diary of a Worm


 young spider and worm.

Doreen Cronin, 

Click, Clack, Moo: 

Cows, then ducks, agitate Farmer Brown for better

Betsy Lewin 

Cows That Type 


working conditions.

Duck for President

Duck decides to leave Farmer Brown’s farm and run for

president until he finds out how much work he has to do.

Giggle, Giggle, Quack 

Farmer Brown takes a holiday and the ducks get out of

hand.

Jean de Brunhoff 

The Story of Babar 

Well-loved stories about an elephant king and his friends

and family. Continued in sequels by de Brunhoff’s son,

Laurent.

Roger Duvoisin 

Petunia 



A silly goose thinks she has acquired wisdom when she

finds a book but does not know that it is important to

learn to read what is in the book.

Eva Eriksson 

A Crash Course for Molly 

Molly the pig learns about bike safety the hard way.

Ian Falconer 

Olivia 



Olivia the pig sets about subduing her world.

Olivia Saves the Circus

 Outrageous Olivia tells about the time she saved the circus.

Mem Fox, 

Koala Lou


 A little koala bear feels neglected when new brothers

Pamela Lofts 





and sisters arrive, and she tries to win her mother’s

attention. Her mother assures her that she always has,

and always will, love her.

Don Freeman 

Dandelion


The story of a lion who becomes such a “dandy” in order

to go to a party that his hostess does not recognize him

and shuts the door in his face.

TEACHING RESOURCES

Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

ANIMALS AS PEOPLE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Bob Graham 

Benny 



Graham’s exuberant illustrations bring this tale of a hobo

dog to life and to the story’s final happy conclusion.

Kevin Henkes 

Lilly’s Purple Plastic Purse; 
See text.

Chester’s Way; Julius,

the Baby of the World

Chrysanthemum 


A lively mouse thinks her name is “absolutely perfect”

until she goes to school and is teased about her long

flower name.

Owen 



Owen must deal with an interfering neighbor, Mrs.

Tweezers, who convinces Owen’s parents that he is too

old for his security blanket.

Russell Hoban, 

Bedtime for Frances and 

Frances is an engaging, uproariously funny badger who

Garth Williams 

other Frances stories 

mirrors the behavior of young children.

James Howe, 

Horace and Morris but 

When her friends decide to form a boys-only club, Dolores

Amy Walrod 

Mostly Dolores


has her revenge.

Pat Hutchins 

Good-Night, Owl! 


A beautifully designed book about a poor owl who is

kept awake by noisy animals during the day and then

gets his revenge at night.

D. B. Johnson 

Henry Builds a Cabin; 

See text.

Henry Climbs a Mountain;

Henry Hikes to Fitchburg;

Henry Takes a Trip;

Henry Works

Tony Johnston, 

The Worm Family


 Worms celebrate their unique talents in this story about

Stacy Innert 





self-acceptance.

Holly Keller 

Farfallina and Marcel 

A charming story of friendship between a goose and

a butterfly.

Robert Kraus, 

Leo the Late Bloomer 

Leo, a baby tiger, can’t do anything right until he’s

Jose Aruego 





ready to.

and Ariane Dewey

Owliver 



More charming animal stories.

Milton the Early Riser

Petra Mathers 

Lottie’s New Friend 

Herbie Duck and Lottie are best friends until Dodo

arrives. Lottie is smitten with Dodo’s exotic experiences,

and Herbie feels left out.

David McKee 

Elmer 



A lovely story about a patchwork-colored elephant who

wants to be gray like all the other elephants.

(continued)
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Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

ANIMALS AS PEOPLE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Nigel McMullen

Not Me! 



Baby bear is blamed for his older brother’s missteps.

David McPhail 

Pig Pig Grows Up 

An overprotected pig refuses to grow up and act his age

until disaster occurs.

Antoine Ó. Flatharta, 
Hurry and the Monarch 

Hurry the Tortoise observes and muses on the migrations

Meilo So 





of monarch butterflies.

H. A. Rey 

Curious George


 A comical monkey has one escapade after another, but

the man in the yellow hat always manages to save him

from real danger.

Pam Muñoz Ryan, 
Nacho and Lolita 


Two birds of very different feathers find happiness

Claudia Rueda 





together.

Joanne Ryder, 

Big Bear Ball 


See text.

Steven Kellogg

Dr. Seuss 

Horton Hatches the Egg; 

These two are among the many wonderfully original

Thidwick, the Big-Hearted 

stories by an author who is a favorite of young children.

Moose

George Shannon, 
Lizard’s Guest 


Lizard takes in an injured friend, who stays and stays

Jose Aruego and 





and stays.

Ariane Dewey

Erica Silverman, 

Don’t Fidget a Feather 

See text.

S. D. Schindler

Gary Soto, 

Chato and the 


Chato the cat decides to throw a birthday party for his

Susan Guevara 

Party Animals 


friend Novio Boy.

Chato’s Kitchen 


See text.

Mark Teague 

Dear Mrs. Larue: Letters 

Ike the dog is sent to the Brotweiler Academy and tries

from Obedience School 

to escape.

Bernard Waber 

The House on East 88th 

Lyle, a performing crocodile, lives happily with the Pimm

Street; Lyle, Lyle Crocodile

family in several comic stories.

Rosemary Wells 

Shy Charles
 

A reserved mouse turns out to be a hero.

Jeanne Willis, 

Tadpole’s Promise 

A tadpole and a caterpillar fall in love with somewhat

Tony Ross 





macabre results.

Karma Wilson, 

Bear Snores On


While Bear is hibernating, other animals find his cave to

Jane Chapman 





their liking and throw a party.

Elizabeth Winthrop, 
Dumpy LaRue


Dumpy is a boy pig who just wants to dance, to the

Betsy Lewin 





dismay of his family.

TEACHING RESOURCES

Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

MODERN FOLKTALE STYLE

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Lynne Bertrand, 

Granite Baby 


See text.

Kevin Hawkes

Raymond Briggs 

Jim and the Beanstalk 

A sequel to “Jack and the Beanstalk.”

Stephanie Calmenson, 
The Frog Principal 

A funny twist on The Frog Prince.

Denise Brunkus

The Principal’s New 

Hysterically funny modern-day version of “The Emperor’s

Clothes 



New Clothes.”

Randy Cech 

One Dark and Dreadful 

A troop of child actors interprets (and fractures) familiar

Night 



fairy tales.

Eileen Christelow 
Where’s the Big Bad Wolf?

Dog detective is hot on the trail of a chicken thief.

Pamela Edwards, 
Dinorella 


Prehistoric fairy tale. A Stone Age version told in

Henry Cole 





alliterative prose.

Mem Fox, 

Possum Magic 


Grandma Poss and Hush set off on what becomes a

Julie Vivas 





culinary visit of the cities of Australia to find the proper

magic food to turn Hush from invisible to visible.

Colin Hawkins and 
Fairytale News 


Mother Hubbard’s son Jack delivers papers to fairy tale

Jacqui Hawkins 





characters to earn money to fill the Hubbards’ cupboards.

Tony Johnston, 

Bigfoot Cinderrrrrella 

Hilarious reversal has an oversize heroine and hero and a

James Warhola 





beary godmother.

Steven Kellogg 

Chicken Little 


See text.

Rudyard Kipling, 

How the Camel Got His 

See text.

various illustrators 
Hump; The Elephant’s

Child; How the Leopard

Got His Spots

Kathryn Lasky, 

The Emperor’s Old Clothes 
A comical sequel in which a farmer finds the emperor’s

David Catrow 





old clothes.

Leo Lionni 

Alexander and the Wind-Up
See text.

Mouse; Frederick

Arnold Lobel 

Fables 



These modern fables include a pirouetting camel in a

tutu and an elephant reading the Daily Trumpet.

Susan Lowell, 

Dusty Locks and 


A retelling of Goldilocks set way out west.

Randy Cecil 

the Three Bears

David Martin, 

Five Little Piggies 

The true story of what happened to the famous five

Susan Meddaugh 




including the one who ran home crying wee wee wee.

(continued)
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Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

MODERN FOLKTALE STYLE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Patricia McKissack and 
Precious and the 


A little girl manages to trick a trickster when she is left

Onawumi Jean Moss, 
Boo Hag 


at home alone.

Kyrsten Brooker

Susan Meddaugh 
Cinderella’s Rat 


The adventures of one of Cinderella’s coach boys who

finds it hard to give up his rat-like ways.

The Witch’s Walking Stick 

Margaret puts her Cinderella existence behind her as she

sets out on her own and finds a witch’s walking stick.

Marianne Mitchell, 
Joe Cinders 


Cinderella retold in the Old West with male characters.

Bryan Langdo

Pat Mora, 

Dona Flor: A Tall 


A kind and helpful woman rescues her village from a

Raúl Colón 

Tale about a Woman 

giant puma.

with a Big Heart

Jerdine Nolen, 

Hewitt Anderson’s 

See text.

Kadir Nelson 

Great Big Life

Mary Pope Osborne, 
The Brave Little Seamstress 
A retelling of the traditional Brave Little Tailor with a

Giselle Potter female heroine.

Kate and the Beanstalk 

A retelling of “Jack and the Beanstalk” with a female

heroine.

Douglas Rees,

Grandy Thaxter’s 


Set in colonial New England, the tale relates how a clever

S. D. Schindler 

Helper 



old woman outwits Mister Death.

Jon Scieszka, 

Squids Will Be Squids; 

See text.

Lane Smith 

The True Story of the

Three Little Pigs;

The Stinky Cheese Man

Jon Scieszka, 

The Frog Prince Continued 
Shows that every marriage has its rocky places after the

Steve Johnson 





“They lived happily ever after” ending.

Diane Stanley 

The Giant and the

 “Jack and the Beanstalk” is told from the giant’s point

Beanstalk 


of view.

William Steig 

Sylvester and the Magic 

Steig continues to enchant children with his superbly

Pebble; The Amazing 

written stories and appealing illustrations.

Bone; Doctor DeSoto;

Brave Irene; Shrek!;

Zeke Pippin

Janet Stevens, 

Cook-a-Doodle Do!

 A descendant of the Little Red Hen attempts to cook a

Susan Stevens Crummel 




strawberry cake with disastrous results.

And the Dish Ran 

Nursery-rhyme characters have a new adventure.

Away with the Spoon

TEACHING RESOURCES

Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

MODERN FOLKTALE STYLE (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Philemon Sturges, 
The Little Red Hen 

 traditional tale takes a playful twist with clever

Amy Walrod 

(Makes a Pizza) 


additions in the illustrations.

Eugene Trivias,

The Three Little Wolves 

Three innocent wolves play the victims of a psychotic pig.

Helen Oxenbury 

and the Big Bad Pig

Jane Yolen, 

King Longshanks 


The Frog Prince meets the Emperor’s New Clothes in the

Victoria Chess 





amusing amphibian version of an Andersen classic tale.

HUMOROUS PICTURE BOOKS

Author, Illustrator
Title 



Description

Jon Agee 

Terrific 



Eugene Crumb, the world’s most pessimistic man, meets

a parrot who improves his outlook.

Allan Ahlberg, 

The Adventures of Bert;

Prose that reads like a Dick and Jane primer and hilarious

Raymond Briggs 

A Bit More Bert


illustrations present the adventures of the simple-minded

but lovable Bert.

Harry Allard and 

Miss Nelson Has a Field Day; 
See text.

James Marshall 

Miss Nelson Is Missing

Harry Allard, 

The Stupids


 Hilarious stories about the dimmest family in the world.

James Marshall

Judi Barrett, 

Animals Should Definitely 

Children love the visual ridiculousness of animals garbed

Ron Barrett 

Not Act Like People;

 in highly inappropriate clothing.

Animals Should Definitely

Not Wear Clothing

Teresa Bateman, 

April Foolishness 


Two children and their Grandpa get mixed up about

Nadine Bernard Westcott 




April Fool’s Day.

Karen Beaumont, 
I Ain’t Gonna Paint 

An out-of control artist just can’t manage to put his

David Catrow 

No More! 


brushes down.

Marc Brown 

Arthur’s Nose and 

See text.

other Arthur stories

Lauren Child 

Clarice Bean, Guess 

Clarice is left with her favorite uncle when Mom has to

Who’s Babysitting? 

go abroad.

Clarice Bean, That’s Me 

Clarice seeks peace and quiet from the chaos in her family.

Hubert Horatio 


This male version of Eloise tries to curb his parents’

Bartle Bobton-Trent 

reckless spending.

What Planet Are You 

Clarice is assigned a science project with unusual results.

From, Clarice Bean?

(continued)
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Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

HUMOROUS PICTURE BOOKS (continued)

Author, Illustrator
Title 



Description

Michael Delaney 

Birdbrain Amos 


Amos, the Hippopotamus, is bugged by bugs and seeks

relief with a humorous outcome.

Beatrice Schenk de 
May I Bring a Friend? 

Slapstick and nonsense are the order of the day.

Regniers, Beni Montresor

Mary Ann Hoberman, 
There Once Was a Man

Poor old Michael, who holds up his pants with a pin-agin,

Nadine Bernard Westcott 
Named Michael Finnegan 

has a riotous set of adventures.

Simon James 

Baby Brains; 


These tongue-in-cheek spoofs on giftedness will have all

Baby Brains Superstar 

children feeling bright.

Steven Kellogg Pinkerton, Behave!
See text.

and other stories

John Kelly and 

The Mystery of 


Mr. and Mrs. Pork-Fowler are invited to dine with

Cathy Tincknell 

Eatum Hall 


Dr. Hunter, who plans to serve them as the main course.

Julius Lester, 

Why Heaven Is 


God and Irene God and their heavenly crew try to keep

Joe Cepeda 

Far Away 


heaven and earth together.

Margaret Mahy, 

The Great White Man- 

Norvin, a boy who looks rather like a shark, takes to

Jonathan Allen

 Eating Shark 


swimming with a dorsal fin strapped to his back. He has

the beach to himself until a female shark falls in love

with him.

James Marshall 

George and Martha 

This collection of brief stories about the adventures of

two hippo friends is both poignant and hysterical.

Kate McMullan, 

I Stink! 



A garbage truck reveals the gory details of his day.

Jim McMullan

Susan Meddaugh 
Martha Blah Blah 


See text.

Martha Calling


Martha again takes charge, this time of the family vacation.

Martha Speaks 


See text.

Martha Walks the Dog 

Martha finds out that kind words are better than negative

slurs in changing a neighborhood bully.

Perfectly Martha 


See text.

Trinka Noble, 

The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate 

See text.

Steven Kellogg 

the Wash; Jimmy’s Boa

Bounces Back; Jimmy’s

Boa and the Bungee Jump

Slam Dunk

Marge Palatini, 

The Web Files 


Ducktective Web investigates crimes involving nursery-

Richard Egielski





rhyme characters.

TEACHING RESOURCES

Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)

HUMOROUS PICTURE BOOKS (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Margie Palatini, 

Three French Hens 

Palatini uses traditional forms such as “The Twelve Days

Richard Egielski 





of Christmas” as the basis for this funny retelling.

Tom Paxton, 

Engelbert the Elephant 

The illustrations are as uproarious as the antics of the

Steven Kellogg 





guests when Engelbert crashes the queen’s party.

Dav Pilkey 

Dog Breath 


Hally, the pet dog of the Tosis family, has breath problems,

but she conquers a bunch of crooks—not with teeth but

with odors.

Meg Rosoff, 

Meet Wild Boars 


A quartet of wild boars stands in for the most ill-behaved

Sophie Blackall 





children ever.

Pam Muñoz Ryan, 
Mice and Beans 


A forgetful grandmother prepares for her granddaughter’s

Joe Cepeda 





birthday with the help of some clever mice.

Rob Scotton 

Russell the Sheep 

A goofy sheep is afraid to go to sleep and tries counting

different objects to relax himself.

James Stevenson 
Could Be Worse!; 

That Children appreciate the humor of Grandpa’s exaggerated

Terrible Halloween Night
tall tales. Stevenson’s watercolor and cartoon-style illustrations are as funny as his stories.

Nancy Van Laan, 

Possum Come A-Knockin’

Booth’s wry cartoons illustrate this silly story about a

George Booth 





little old possum just trying to have fun.

Mo Willems 

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive

See text.

the Bus; Don’t Let the

Pigeon Stay Up Late!; The

Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog;

Leonardo the Terrible

Monster

FANTASY IN PICTURE BOOKS

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Jon Agee 

Milo’s Hat Trick


An inept magician meets a talented bear who teaches

him a lesson about stardom.

Frank Asch, 

Mr. Maxwell’s Mouse 

See text.

Devin Asch

Pablo Bernasconi 
Captain Arsenio: Inventions 
This mock biography details the history of a loopy

and (Mis)Adventures 

inventor who is determined to build a flying machine.

in Flight

Eve Bunting, 

I Am the Mummy


In a wonderfully haunting book for older readers,

David Christiana 

Heb-Nefert 


A mummy recalls her days of glory and muses on the

brevity of life.

(continued)
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FANTASY IN PICTURE BOOKS (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Virginia Lee Burton 
The Little House; 


See text.

Mike Mulligan and His

Steam Shovel;

Katie and the Big Snow

Jean Cassels 

The Mysterious Collection 

See text.

of Dr. David Harleyson

Arthur Dorros, 

Abuela, Isla 


See text.

Elisa Kleven

Paul Fleischman, 

Weslandia 


See text.

Kevin Hawkes

Don Freeman 

Corduroy


In this satisfying story, a plush-toy bear waits patiently in

the department store for someone to buy him.

Cornelia Funke, 

The Princess Knight 

The King’s daughter is determined to be a knight, very

Kerstin Meyer 





much against her father’s wishes.

Bob Graham 

Jethro Byrd, 


Annabelle has a visit from a fairy family but no one else

Fairy Child 


seems to appreciate the magic of her encounter.

Hardie Gramatky 

Little Toot 


See text.

Mini Grey 

Traction Man Is Here! 

An action figure comes to life in this delightful fantasy.

Barbara Jean Hicks, 
Jitterbug Jam: 


A young monster is scared of the boy hiding under his bed.

Alexis Deacon 

A Monster Tale

Arthur Howard 

Hoodwinked 


In a different take on the child-who-wants-a-pet theme,

Mitzi the witch goes through one outrageous pet after

another, until she finds just the right one.

William Joyce 

A Day with Wilbur 

Strange incongruities occur when Wilbur invites a friend

Robinson 


to his house for the day.

Dinosaur Bob and His 

Bob, discovered while the family is on a safari, scares off

Adventures with the

 burglars, dances, and plays baseball.

Family Lazardo

George Shrinks 


George dreams he is small and wakes to find it is true.

Maira Kalman 

Max in Hollywood; 

The wacky adventures of Max, a dog, a poet, and a

Max Makes a Million; 

dreamer.

Ooh La La, Max in Love

David LaRochelle, 
The Best Pet of All 

A mother doesn’t know what she’s in for when she

Hanako Wakiyama 




promises her son that he can keep a pet dragon (if he

can find one).

Picture Books about the Child’s Imaginary World (continued)
TEACHING RESOURCES

FANTASY IN PICTURE BOOKS (continued)

Author, Illustrator 
Title 



Description

Mercer Mayer 

There’s a Nightmare in

A small boy who is afraid of the dark ends up comforting

My Closet 


a monster who has a nightmare.

Barbara McClintock 
Dahlia 



See text.

Jerdine Nolen, 

Raising Dragons 


A daughter of farmers puts her agricultural knowledge

Elise Primavera 





to use raising a dragon.

George O’Connor 
Kapow!, 



Two children imagine themselves as superheroes in these

Ker-splash! 


silly stories.

Kevin O’Malley, 

Captain Raptor and 

See text.

Patrick O’Brien 

the Moon Mystery

Watty Piper, 

The Little Engine That Could 
See text.

Loren Long

Faith Ringgold 

Tar Beach 


See text.

Peter Sis 

Madelinka’s Dog 


Madelinka introduces her imaginary dog to her neighbors.

Sean Taylor, 

Boing!



In this giddy tale, a trampoline champion turns superhero.

Bruce Ingman

Chris Van Allsburg 
Jumanji; The Garden of 

See text.

Abdul Gasazi;

The Wreck of the

Zephyr; The Stranger;

The Polar Express; Zathura

Bad Day at Riverbend 

A brave sheriff rides out to find the villain when a

slimy substance begins to attack people, beasts, and

countryside.

Just a Dream 


This book predicts the kind of future we are going to

have if we keep polluting the earth.

The Wretched Stone 

This message book suggests the evils of watching

television.

The Sweetest Fig 

A little dog receives poetic justice after years of mistreatment

by a despicable dentist.

The Widow’s Broom

 The title character needs a little help from the Widow

Shaw to overcome its tormentors.

Margery Williams; 
The Velveteen Rabbit 

See text.

Michael Hague,

David Jorgensen,

Ilse Plume

