A Cross-Cultural Study of Folktale Motifs

TEACHING RESOURCES

MAGICAL POWERS

Tale (Author) 








Culture

The Fool of the World and the Flying Ship (Ransome) 




Russia

Moss Gown (Hooks) 







United States

Rumpelstiltskin (Galdone) 







Germany

The Seven Chinese Brothers (Mahy) 





China

Yeh-Shen (Louie) 







China

TRANSFORMATIONS

Tale (Author) 








Culture

Beauty and the Beast (de Beaumont) 





France

Cinderella (Perrault) 







France

The Crane Wife (Bodkin) 







Japan

The Frog Prince or Iron Henry (Grimm brothers) 




Germany

The Lady and the Lion (Long and Ogburn) 





Germany

The Loathsome Dragon (Wiesner) 






Britain

The Orphan Boy (Mollel) 







Africa (Kenya)

The Story of Jumping Mouse (Steptoe) 





Native American

Tam Lin (Cooper) 







Scotland

MAGICAL OBJECTS

Tale (Author) 








Culture

The Magic Purse (Uchida) 







Japan

The Patient Stone (Wolfson) 






Persia

The Tale of Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp (Kimmel) 



Middle East

The Talking Eggs (San Souci) 






African American

The Three Princes (Kimmel)






Middle East

The Twelve Dancing Princesses (Mayer) 





France

Two of Everything (Hong) 







China

Vasilissa the Beautiful (Winthrop) 






Russia

(continued)

TEACHING RESOURCES

A Cross-Cultural Study of Folktale Motifs (continued)
WISHES

Tale (Author) 








Culture

The Fisherman and His Wife (Grimm brothers) 




Germany

Gluskabe and the Four Wishes (Bruchac) 





Native American

The Seven Ravens (Grimm brothers)





Germany

The Stonecutter (McDermott) 






Japan

The Three Wishes (M. Zemach) 






Germany

TRICKERY

Tale (Author) 








Culture

The Boy of the Three-Year Nap (Snyder) 





Japan

Finn MacCoul and His Fearless Wife (Byrd) 





Ireland

“Firefly and the Apes,” in More Stories to Solve (Shannon) 



Philippines

Goha, the Wise Fool (Johnson-Davies) 





Egypt

Jabuti the Tortoise (McDermott) 






Amazon River region

Just a Minute (Morales) 







Mexico

Lapin Plays Possum (Doucet) 






Louisiana

Lon Po Po (Young) 







China

Love and Roast Chicken (Knutson) 






Andes Mountains

The Man Who Tricked a Ghost (Yep) 





China

Mrs. Chicken and the Hungry Crocodile (Paye and Lippert) 



Liberia

Please, Malese! (A. MacDonald) 






Haiti

Rabbit Makes a Monkey of Lion (Aardema) 





Africa (Tanzania)

“Shrewd Todie and Lyzer, and Mizer,” in When Shlemiel Went to Warsaw (Singer) 
Jewish

Stone Soup (Brown) 







France

The Tale of Rabbit and Coyote (Johnston) 





Mexico

Three Sacks of Truth (Kimmel)






France

