Selection 10

DAY BY DAY, ANU GARG IS SPREADING THE WORD 
Based on information from the online article “Juggling with Words” by Chitra Bonam, The Week, Jan. 26, 2003, www.the-week.com/23jan26/life6.htm, and www.wordsmith.org.

Connecting with What You Already Know

Do these exercises before you read the selection.

Preview the selection by reading for each half of the selection the 

· title; 

· introduction (in italics);
· first sentence in paragraphs 1-8;

· last paragraph (paragraph 9).

1. Based on your preview, what do you anticipate the selection will be about?

2. What questions raised by the preview do you think you might learn the answers to when you read the selection?
3. In the selection, you’ll encounter the following words. Identify any words you already know or think you know. Most words have more than one meaning. After you have read the selection, you will have an opportunity to deduce (reason out) their meanings according to how they were used in the selection. At that point, either you will discover that you were correct, or you’ll have a new word in your vocabulary.

reputable 

theme 

esoteric 

sesquipedalian 

maintains 

complied 

hosting  

unicycle 

mushroomed 

passionately 
DAY BY DAY ANU GARG IS SPREADING THE WORDS 

In 2005 a friend who knows I love words gave me a “gift subscription” to an email service called “A Word A Day.” That’s another way of saying that she signed me up without asking!  I sent her a thank-you email, but was actually thinking, “Great. The last thing I need is one more email every day!” Then I received the first “A Word A Day” email. I kind of liked it, and it contained a wonderful quote at the end. It mentioned some other related websites that I found interesting. In less than a week I was hooked. And then I began wondering, Who is this “Anu Garg” person who prepares and sends these daily emails, how many people receive them, and—most of all—how in the world did A Word A Day ever come about?

1 Every morning for more than a decade, Anu Garg has sent emails to other linguaphiles. In fact, he coined the term “linguaphile” (word-lover) in 1994. Six years later, the American Heritage Dictionary included it in its 4th edition. Today Garg emails more than 600,000 people in more than 200 countries. 

2 No, he’s not sending spam. In fact, the recipients are delighted to hear from him. The “message” he sends them is “AWAD,” short for “a word a day.” Every morning, Garg’s email features a different English word. He provides the word’s definitions and etymology, along with a quote that contains the word. Subscribers to this free service can even hear the word’s pronunciation, which is provided by Garg’s wife. The first word he ever sent out was zephyr, the most familiar meaning of which is “a gentle breeze.” Garg often groups a week’s worth of words around a common theme, such as words that have to do with movie making, words that come from place names, words related to food and drink, insults, or words related to the number 11. Sometimes the words are ordinary words, but they are often unusual ones. All of them are interesting. (Garg says he loves learning new words. Out of consideration to others, he doesn’t use esoteric or sesquipedalian ones in everyday conversation.)

3 Garg has been in love with words and dictionaries since he was boy in India. His native language is Hindi, and he did not begin to learn English until he was in sixth grade. Even in high school, his favorite leisure time activity was reading the dictionary. He came to the US as a student when he was 25. He is now in his mid-thirties, and browsing dictionaries is still his favorite way to spend free time. 
4
Garg hosts his own award-winning website, www.wordsmith.org. It includes links to a dictionary and thesaurus, as well as anagram and acronym finders. Anagrams are words or phrased that spell other words or phrases when the letters are rearranged, such as “astronomers” and “no more stars.” Acronyms are formed from the initials or other parts of several words. They are pronounced as words; for example, AIDS, AWOL, NASA, snafu, laser, radar, and modem. Garg maintains a message board where subscribers can post information, comments and questions. Each month he prepares a newsletter compiled from the hundreds of mails he receives daily. In addition, he hosts online chats for subscribers so that they can get their questions answered by internationally known authorities. In addition to his AWAD emails and website hosting, he has managed to find time to write two books, A Word a Day: A Romp Through Some of the Most Unusual and Intriguing Words in English (2002) and Another Word a Day: An All-New Romp through Some of the Most Unusual and Intriguing Words in English (2005).

5
Along with browsing dictionaries and collecting quotations, Garg’s hobbies include swimming, juggling, and riding his unicycle. He and his wife, Stuti, have an elementary-school age daughter, Ananya. Stuti not only provides the pronunciations for words on Garg’s website, she also runs her own business. She comes up with names for clients’ companies, products, and services. The Gargs live in the Pacific Northwest, in Washington.

6
So how did Garg, a boy who grew up in northern India, end up hosting a website in English for word lovers? It came from an idea he had while he was studying for his master’s degree in computer science. While at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, he found himself thinking about how enjoyable it would be to find a new word waiting for him each day in his email box. Then it occurred to him that he could be the one to create and send out such emails. 

7
When he first offered his free word-a-day service in 1994, there were fewer than 200 subscribers. They consisted mostly of family, friends, fellow students and computer geeks. But word spread (so to speak), and the AWAD subscriber list mushroomed to 10,000 with the first year, and has been increasing ever since. Garg includes statistics on his website that tell which corporations and universities have the most subscribers. His 2005 figures revealed that two corporations, IBM and InfoSys Technologies, have more than a thousand subscribers each. Wipro Infotech boasts more than 850, and Hewlett-Packard and General Electric more than 500 each. Among universities, the University of Michigan accounts from more than 900 subscribers, followed by Harvard with 774. The University of Washington, Columbia, and Cornell each account for more than 500 subscribers to AWAD.

8
Among the subscribers are teachers and students, of course. In fact, some teachers assign Garg’s word a day as “required reading” in their courses. One subscriber, Californian Dick Ellis, is a retired librarian. In order to get his daughter to read each day’s word, he came up with a clever idea: build it into an ongoing story. Since 1996, he has published online the soap opera story of “Doug & Sylvia” (members.cox.net/douglas_and_sylvia). Other subscribers feel just as passionately about the website. USA Today (January 2, 2003) reported that two Seattle homeowners post each day’s word on a sign in their yard.
9
In addition to the article in USA Today, ones about Anu Garg have appeared in several publications, including The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Smithsonian, and Reader’s Digest. Not bad for a lad from India who didn’t start to learn English until he was in the sixth grade. 

Sources: Based on information in “Juggling with Words” by Chitra Bonam, The Week, Jan. 26, 2003, www.the-week.com/23jan26/life6.htm, and www.wordsmith.org.
VOCABULARY CHECK

Use the context clues from both sentences to reason out the meaning of the italicized words. The answer you choose should make sense in both sentences. You may use a dictionary to confirm your answer choice, but be sure the meaning you select fits the context of both sentences. 

          1. Garg often groups a week’s worth of words around a common theme, such as words that have to do with movie making, words that come from place names, words related to food and drink, or words related to the number 11.
Numerous relief agencies worked together with the common goal of helping victims of the tsunami. 


  Common (k8mZMn) is an adjective that means




(paragraph 2)

a. interesting.

b. ordinary; average.


c. public.


d. shared; joint.

         2. Garg often groups a week’s worth of words around a common theme, such as words that have to do with movie making, words that come from place names, words related to food and drink, or words related to the number 11.

We decided on a Hawaiian theme for the party, so we used palm trees, torch lights, sand, seashells, and exotic flowers for decorations.


  Theme (th*m) is a noun that means






(paragraph 2)

a. a musical composition.

b. a short composition assigned to students as a writing exercise.


c. an central idea that recurs. 


d. a set of decorations.

         3. Garg says he loves learning new words, but out of consideration to others, doesn’t use esoteric or sesquipedalian ones in everyday conversation.


The journal article about global economics was so esoteric that the average reader couldn’t comprehend it.


  Esoteric (+s.M-t+rZ2k) is an adjective that means




(paragraph 2)

a. can be understood by only a select group of people.

b. incorrect; wrong.


c. rude and offensive.


d. clearly presented.

         4. Garg says he loves learning new words, but out of consideration to others, doesn’t use esoteric or sesquipedalian ones in everyday conversation.


“Antidisestablishmentarianism” is a sesquipedalian word, but there are some words that are even longer!


  Sesquipedalian (s+s.kw2-p2-d"lZyMn) is an adjective that means

(paragraph 2)


a. having many syllables.

b. difficult to pronounce.


c. difficult to spell.


d. borrowed from another language.

           5. Garg maintains a message board where subscribers can post information, comments and questions. 


Our city maintains a food bank to help families in need.


  Maintains (m"n-t"nzZ) is a verb that means





(paragraph 4)

a. fixes or repair.

b. sets up or creates,


c. keeps up or carries on.


d. leases space.

         6. Each month he prepares a newsletter compiled from the hundreds of mails he receives daily.


I compiled my financial records and receipts so that I could prepare my income taxes.


  Compiled (kMm-p1ldZ) is a verb that means





(paragraph 4)

a. shredded; destroyed completely.

b. hid or placed out of sight.


c. read through carefully.


d. gathered materials from several sources.

         7. In addition to his AWAD emails and website hosting, he managed to find time to write a book, A Word a Day: A Romp Through Some of the Most Unusual and Intriguing Words in English.

My aunt decided that hosting a family homepage, complete with links, would be a convenient way to help all of us keep in touch.


  Hosting (h7stZ2ng) is a noun that means





(paragraph 4)


a. entertaining guests at a social function.

b. managing linked webpages that other computers can access.


c. running a hotel or inn.


d. providing the physical space and resources for an event.

        8. Along with browsing dictionaries and collecting quotations, Garg’s hobbies include swimming, juggling, and riding his unicycle.


Because a unicycle also has no handlebars, riding one requires excellent balance.


Unicycle  (yLZn2-s1.kMl) is a noun that means




(paragraph 5)

a. a pedal-driven vehicle made of a frame mounted over four wheels.

b. a pedal-driven vehicle made of a frame mounted over three wheels.


c. a pedal-drive vehicle made of a frame mounted over a two wheels.


d. a pedal-drive vehicle made of a frame mounted over a single wheel.

         9. But word spread (so to speak), and the AWAD subscriber list mushroomed to 10,000 with the first year, and has been increasing ever since.


Home sales started out slow last year, but then mushroomed to a record high.


  Mushroomed (m@shZrLmd.) is a verb that means




(paragraph 7)


a. stabilized.

b. flattened out.


c. grew rapidly.


d. spread out.

       10. Other subscribers feel just as passionately about the website.


Throughout his adult life, Martin Luther King, Jr. worked tirelessly and passionately for civil rights.


Passionately (p#shZM-n2t-l*) is an adverb that means



(paragraph 8)


a. done with strong feeling or enthusiasm.

b. done with deep anger or hostility.


c. done with a high level of fear.


d. done carefully and precisely.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Read each of the following questions. Base your answers on information in the selection. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

True or False 
1. Anu Garg hosts a website, www.words_for_everyone.com. 

True


False

2. Garg created a new word, “esoteric,” which first appeared in the 4th edition of the American Heritage Dictionary. 


True


False

3. It was not until sixth grade that Garg began to learn English. 


True


False

4. “PC” and “laser” are examples of anagrams. 

True


False

5. Garg is trained as a computer scientist. 


True


False
Multiple-choice

6. The person who does the pronunciations for Garg’s website words is

a,. Anu Garg.

b. Stuti Garg. 

c. Ananya Garg.

d. Dick Ellis.

7. Which of the following is not one of Garg’s hobbies?

a. juggling.

b. running. 

c. swimming.

d. collecting quotations.

8. To receive Garg’s AWAD emails, subscribers

a. do not have to pay anything. 

b. pay only a small fee when they sign up.

c. pay a monthly fee.

d. pay an annual fee.

9. Garg began his AWAD emails because

a. he thought it would be a good way to earn money while he was in college.

b. his friends convinced him to.

c. it was part of a project he had to do in graduate school.


      d. it was the kind of thing he would have enjoyed receiving. 

10. Garg grew up in

a. India. 

b. Ohio

c. California.

d. Washington.

WRITING TO MAKE CONNECTIONS
Respond to the following items, based on information in the reading selection and on your own experience. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

If the item has this symbol, your instructor may assign you to work collaboratively on it with classmates:  
                  [image: image1.wmf]  
1. What kind of people do you think sign up for the AWAD emails? What professions do you think they might have? Levels of education?

[image: image2.wmf]  
2. Garg has a young daughter. What do you think it would be like to have a father who loves and collects words? What effects might it have on you?

3. Acronyms are words formed from the initials or other parts of several words, such as IBM, PC, CD, NASA, laser, radar, and modem. In addition to those given as examples, list at least 4 more acronyms and tell what each stands for. You may consult a dictionary if you like.

        [image: image3.wmf]   
WEB RESOURCES

Although the webpage addresses (URLs) listed below were active at the time this book was published, they may occasionally change or even go out of existence. To locate other websites related to the selection topic, use these descriptors with Google or another search engine of your choice:

· Anu Garg

· “a word a day”

· AWAD

www.rediff.com/netguide/2003/jan/30word.htm
2003 article about Anu Garg

www.nwasianweekly.com/editorial/garg.24.02.htm
January 2005 article from Northwest Asian Weekly

www.the-week.com/23jan26/life6.htm
January 2003 article about Anu Garg, his family, and his fascination with words.

