Small Bite #10

Teens: Shoplifting Is a Crime with Serious Consequences

By Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar

The following is a letter that appeared in a syndicated advice column, “Annie’s Mailbox,” that is published in many newspapers throughout the country. The person who has written the letter is a mother. In her letter, she tells about her daughter “Janey’s” (not her real name) shoplifting experience and the effect it is having on her daughter’s life and on theirs as parents.

1     Dear Annie:  I picked up the phone the other day and was told by a deputy sheriff to come pick up my 16-year-old daughter, "Janey," from the local department store, where she had been arrested for shoplifting. This child has never before given us a moment's trouble. She is a straight-A student and a star athlete.

2     How did this happen? A girl at school (whom Janey barely knew) said her brother would fix Janey's game system for some DVDs and then told Janey how to rip off the DVDs from the local store and avoid the security cameras. Janey went to the store, alone, and did it.

3     Janey could easily have paid for what she stole. She told us, "I didn't think it was that big a deal." Annie, please tell kids that shoplifting is a big deal. It is a crime. For the rest of her life, if Janey fills out a job application that asks, "Have you ever been arrested?" she has to answer yes.

4     Janey can be kicked off her sports team. Her applications to some prestigious colleges are now in jeopardy, and she might lose a full scholarship she has lined up.

5     Yesterday, we had to write a $1,000 check to an attorney who will represent her in court. We don't want Janey to get off, but we also don't want an otherwise great kid to be slammed for one bad decision. If she is lucky, she will get probation and do public service. If not, she will be sent to the juvenile-detention center.

6     We have disciplined her and taken away all her privileges. She is truly sorry but still doesn't seem to understand the magnitude of the situation. Her life has changed. My husband is sick with grief, and I am so angry with her I can hardly see straight. We already have an appointment with a counselor.

7     Shoplifters steal over $25 million worth of goods every day in America. Each family pays an average of $300 per year, per person, to make up for losses due to shoplifting; so when your friends steal, they are stealing from you. 

                                                                     (Signed) Heartbroken Mom

8   Dear Mom: Most teenagers have no idea how serious a crime shoplifting is. They see it as a dare, a lark, and don't understand that the consequences can follow them the rest of their lives. We hope Janey will serve as an object lesson to others.

Source: Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, “Annie’s Mailbox,” “Teens: Shoplifting Is a Crime With Serious Consequences,” The New Mexican, June 10, 2005, D-5.

VOCABULARY CHECK

_____1. Her applications to some prestigious colleges are now in jeopardy, and she might lose a full scholarship she has lined up. 

The highest military award for individual bravery in action is the Congressional Medal of Honor, and the President generally presents this prestigious award. 

Prestigious (pr+-st*ZjMs, -st2jZMs) is an adjective that means 
 
(paragraph 4)

a. highly regarded and respected.


b. popular.

c. little known.

d. insignificant.

_____2. Her applications to some prestigious colleges are now in jeopardy, and she might lose a full scholarship she has lined up. 

People who drive while intoxicated put their passengers, other drivers, and pedestrians in jeopardy.

Jeopardy (j+pZMr-d*) is a noun that means 

 

(paragraph 4)

a. danger or risk of loss.


b. process.

c. an unfinished state.

d. a safe place.

_____3. If she is lucky, she will get probation and do public service. 

The boy who vandalized the street signs was given probation and allowed to go home with his parents; the judge told him that if he stayed out of trouble for a year, his record would be cleared.

Probation (pr7-b"ZshMn) is a noun that means 

 
(paragraph 5)


a. suspending the sentence of a person convicted of a criminal offense and letting them  have their freedom if they are under the age of 16.

             b. suspending the rest of the sentence of a person convicted of a criminal offense and letting them have their freedom after serving half of their sentence.

c. suspending the sentence of a person convicted of a criminal offense and letting them  have their freedom on the condition that they return to jail each night.

d. suspending the sentence of a person convicted of a criminal offense and letting them  have their freedom on the promise of good behavior.

_____4. She is truly sorry but still doesn't seem to understand the magnitude of the situation. 

Because of the magnitude of the decision, she was having trouble making up her mind which college to attend.

Magnitude (m#gZn2-tLd.) is a noun that means 

 
(paragraph 6)

a. annoying nature.


b. great significance or importance.

c. silliness.

d. lack of importance.

_____5. They see it as a dare, a lark, and don't understand that the consequences can follow them the rest of their lives.  

As a lark, we went out at midnight and put a “For Sale” sign in front of the main entrance to our college campus.

Lark (lärk) is a noun that means 

 


(paragraph 8)

a. a type of bird that has a beautiful song.


b. a harmless prank.

c. a hobby.

d. a mean-spirited trick.

COMPREHENSION CHECK

Read each of the following questions. Then select the correct answer choice. Base your answers on information in the selection. You may refer to the selection as you answer the questions.

True or False

_____1. Because she shoplifted, Janey was kicked off her sports team and lost a college scholarship. 

_____2. A person who has been arrested has to disclose that information when asked about arrests on job applications. 

___ __3. There is a possibility Janey could be sent to a juvenile-detention center. 

Multiple-choice

_____4. The value of goods stolen daily by shoplifters in America is more than

a. $2 million.

b. $12 million.

c. $20 million. 

d. $25 million. 

_____5. Janey’s mother wrote the letter to the newspaper columnist 


a. to embarrass her daughter.

b. to get the word out to teens that shoplifting is a crime that has big consequences. 


c. to apologize to the department store her daughter stole from.


d. to see if she could get something she wrote published in the newspaper.

WRITING PROMPTS

Give your responses to each of the following items.

1. Based on the mother’s letter, list the effects Janey’s single shoplifting experience has had on her life and is likely to have in the future. Describe the effects it is having on her parents and their lives. List any other effects you can think of that may not be mentioned in the letter.

2. Why do you think Janey viewed shoplifting as being “no big deal”? Since she could have afforded to pay for the DVDs, why do you think she stole them? What is your opinion, and why?

3. What do you think might have happened if Janey had gotten away without being caught? Do you think she would have continued shoplifting? Explain the reasons for your opinion.

4. How do you think Janey’s friends reacted when they found out about her shoplifting? Do you think they remained friends with her or ended the friendship? 

5. Were you aware that because of losses from shoplifting, you pay more for items in stores? Do you think that it is fair for stores to pass along the cost of their losses to honest customers? If not, do you think it is fair for the stores to suffer the losses?

