Steady and True


As you hit the road with your best friend on a trip cross country in an old convertible, you see so many different sights that it’s easy to overlook the one constant that is always in the same place and is always there. The lane divider is always present—dead center in the middle of the road. Our classmate Beth Michalski fits right in the middle—just like the lane divider.


Beth was born right between her older sister Katie and her younger brother Max, by her parents Carol and Phil. Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that when it comes to having fun, Beth usually sticks to the middle of the road. Even though she is a shy person, she loves to goof around and have a good time. She loves any water sport, whether it’s waterskiing, swimming, or riding a wave runner, but she won’t take it to the extreme by bungee jumping or skydiving. On the other hand, you won’t catch Beth sitting around all day turning into a couch potato.


In fact, one of Beth’s favorite activities is playing competitive volleyball. Her love for this game gives her a thirst comparable to the one you would get if you were on the open road on a hot day. And when you speed up while driving on the road, the lines speed faster too. This same thing happened to Beth while she played varsity volleyball in high school for three years—the competition increased, and so did her level of play.


She loves the game and plays with a fierce passion, but she knows it’s not everything in life. She thought long and hard about whether she was going to play here at the university, but her thirst for the game was conquered by her hunger to achieve academic success, and so she decided to focus solely on her schoolwork.


Beth followed a road to college that was already paved and, to her, very familiar. She was born and raised here in Madison, Wisconsin, and she attended Edgewood High School, where she was a superb student. When it came time for college, she chose to stay close to home and attend the University of Wisconsin.


But just because Beth’s going to college close to home doesn’t mean she will never move in another direction. She aspires to become an interior decorator and designer in a large city such as New York. While there is no way to know whether she will in fact achieve this dream one day, we can all be sure that as Beth travels down the road of her life, she will be steady and constant as that middle lane divider.
