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Use of leeches in medicine

Observations:  Many years ago physicians used leeches for blood letting from sick patients thought to have “too much blood.”  Today, laboratory-grown leeches are occasionally used to enhance healing by extracting fluid accumulated around incisions of microsurgery and injuries.  Leeches extract fluid more efficiently and with less damage than hypodermic suction (fig. 38.16).  Medicine is a business as well as a science that must be effective and safely delivered to large populations.
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What would the medical industry require of leeches before they would be accepted as safe and effective?  Could any animal be used in medicine?  Could leeches gathered from a pond be used?
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