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Name ____________________

Adaptations of vertebrate skeletons

Observations:  No organ system is more versatile in function than the skeleton and its adaptive features.  Strength and protection are critical for highly mobile vertebrates.

Skeletal characteristics indicating strength, protection or both __________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Observations:

What other skeletons would make interesting comparisons?

Which areas of the skeleton are particularly well adapted to protection?

Which areas of the skeleton are particularly well adapted to strength?

What internal or microscopic features of bone are adaptive for strength and protection?

Comments:
