¡Apúntate!: español introductorio

A New Introductory Spanish Program for Today’s Students

It may seem cliché to say that today’s students (and instructors, and classrooms, and universities!) are different, but in many ways that observation is more relevant now than ever before.  The differences we observe are the result of many changes inside and outside of classrooms, including more and more non-traditional students on our campuses as well as the integration of new digital technologies that provide previously unimaginable connections, solutions, and opportunities.  

Recently at McGraw-Hill we set out on a mission to learn more about today’s students and instructors, to connect with them in a different way.  While we have always sought feedback as a way to develop our materials, we recognized that it was time for a different approach.  To that end, we have been engaging in a variety of different research initiatives, including large-scale course surveys with instructors, more intimate symposia and focus groups, and ethnographic research among students.  We have been observing students in their places of study, we have been analyzing their study habits, we have been reaching out to them through questionnaires and other methods.  All of these findings helped inform the creation and development ¡Apúntate!, a title in the new M Series at McGraw-Hill.  At its core, ¡Apúntate! unites proven content that is inspired from the market-leading Puntos de partida family of Spanish textbooks with a modern, pedagogically-sound design and format, the end result of which is a book that is more captivating, more portable, and more current.  In short, ¡Apúntate! is an introductory Spanish program for today’s students!
About ¡Apúntate!
Organization

¡Apúntate!, a communication-oriented, four-skills beginning Spanish textbook, frames its presentations and activities in a uniquely clear and user-friendly paso organization. Each of the eighteen main chapters is divided in to three pasos, with two cultural readings bridging these sections (Lectura cultural 1 and 2). All chapters close with En resumen, which provides a summary of the grammar points, the active vocabulary list, and the Vocabulario personal. The structure of the main chapters is as follows:

Paso 1: Vocabulario



Pronunciación (through Capítulo 3)


Lectura cultural 1


Paso 2: Gramática


Lectura cultural 2


Paso 3: Gramática



Un poco de todo 

En resumen
Rich Cultural Content
The countries are sequenced and grouped into six main regions of the Spanish-speaking world across the eighteen main chapters of ¡Apúntate!

1. Los Estados Unidos


2. México y Centroamérica


3. El Caribe


4. Los países andinos


5. El Cono Sur


6. España y la comunidad hispana global

Each of the six regions is presented in an Introducción cultural page that offers photos of the region and a description of the cultural features that help give each region its cultural identity. The sixth region includes both Spain and a description of the global Hispanic community and immigration patterns. The corresponding Lectura cultural sections in Capítulo 18 include information about Equatorial Guinea and the Philippines.
The chapter opening spreads include a photo from the chapter’s target country related to the chapter topic. The three questions serve to spark in-class discussion, get students thinking about the chapter themes, and help them relate those themes to their own culture and life experience. Thus, students will start making connections between their own country and the country or countries highlighted in each chapter.
Lectura cultural 1 and 2 are sections that bridge the Pasos of a chapter and highlight the country or countries of focus. Lectura cultural 1 includes demographic information, a map, and two music features: ¡Música! and Estrella (denoted by an image of a star in the textbook). ¡Música! is a brief introduction up to the music of target country or countries of the chapter, and Estrella highlights musical artists. In most chapters the Estrella artists are included on the Ritmos y sonidos music CD, described in the Supplementary Materials section of this preface.

Skill Focus
Throughout the ¡Apúntate! program of materials, the activities help students to hone all four language skills: reading, listening, writing, and speaking. Because cultural content has been woven into these activities, students also develop their cultural literacy at every turn. 

Activities throughout ¡Apúntate! progress from more mechanical exercises that practice forms and comprehension, to open-ended activities in which students use communicative skills to conduct surveys, interviews, and so forth. In the grammar sections in particular, students begin with Práctica activities to practice form and comprehension of the structure before they move to the more communicative activities of Conversación. 
Many Conversación activities in ¡Apúntate! are organized into a series of pasos that encourage students to prepare themselves for conversation, then converse with a partner or group, and finally share information with the whole class or their instructor.

Student-Friendly Features
¡Apúntate! makes every effort to support students as they develop their language skills. Students will find several empowering features in each chapter. 

· Autoprueba boxes at the end of grammar explanations allow students to self-check their comprehension of a structure. 

· Short grammar summaries appear at the end of some grammar explanations to help students grasp the essence of the material.

· The ¿Recuerdas? feature recycles grammatical information presented previously.

· A color system that highlights structures and patterns and also identifies the irregularities of verbs in vocabulary lists and grammar presentations helps students understand verb patterns. 

· En resumen includes summaries of the grammar points presented in the chapter, as well a list of active vocabulary and the Vocabulario personal box. Students use this space to list words that are not on the active vocabulary list but that are useful as they complete activities throughout the chapter.

Developing Language Proficiency
The authors believe that students’ (and instructors’) class time is best spent using Spanish: listening to and speaking with their instructor and classmates, listening and viewing audiovisual materials of many kinds, and reading in-text and supplementary materials. For that reason, grammar explanations have been written to be self-explanatory, and sample answers for many exercises are provided online at www.mhhe.com/apuntate so that students can check their work before going to class. Thus, instructors can spot-check exercises as needed in class but devote more time to the multitude of extensions, follow-up suggestions, and special activities offered in the Instructor’s Edition. 
Consequently, class time can be focused on new material and novel language experiences that will maintain student interest and provide more exposure to spoken and written Spanish. Research in second language acquisition has revealed that environments that offer learners opportunities to use the language in meaningful ways provide an optimal learning situation. Students make few gains in language learning when all of their class time is spent correcting exercises.

The preceding comments underscore the authors’ conceptualization of ¡Apúntate! as a text that fosters students’ proficiency in Spanish. The following features help realize this objective:

· a focus on the acquisition of vocabulary during the early stages of language learning (Primeros pasos) and then in each chapter throughout the text

· an emphasis on meaningful and creative use of language

· careful attention to skills development rather than grammatical knowledge alone

· a cyclical organization in which vocabulary, grammar, and language functions are consistently reviewed and reentered

· an integrated cultural component that embeds practice in a wide variety of culturally significant contexts

· content that aims to raise student awareness of the interaction of language, culture, and society

The overall text organization progresses from a focus on formulaic expressions, to vocabulary and structures relevant to the here and now (student life, family life), to survival situations (ordering a meal, travel-related activities), and to topics of broader interest (current events, social and environmental issues). This breadth of thematic diversity—coupled with the focus on vocabulary, grammatical structures, and language functions—helps develop students’ language proficiency, thus preparing them to function in Spanish in situations that they are most likely to encounter outside the classroom.
¡Apúntate! and The National Standards 

“Language and communication are at the heart of the human experience. The United States must educate students who are linguistically and culturally equipped to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad. This imperative envisions a future in which ALL students will develop and maintain proficiency in English and at least one other language, modern or classical.”

Statement of Philosophy

Standards for Foreign Language Learning*
Since the launch of the National Standards for Foreign Language education in 1996, government, business, and over fifty professional and state organizations have embraced their challenging vision of educational reform. The authors of ¡Apúntate! have also embraced this vision, as the Standards go  directly to the heart of why students should learn languages. In addition to learning communication skills, students develop stronger critical thinking skills, acquire cross-disciplinary knowledge, and, very importantly, strengthen and develop cross-cultural competence, a vital skill in today’s increasingly interconnected world.

________________

*Executive Summary, National Standards in Foreign Language Education: A Collaborative Project of ACTFL, AATF, AATG, AATI, AATSP, ACL/APA, ACTR, CLASS/CLTA, & NCSTJ/ATJ.

The Standards are organized into five goal areas: Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities. ¡Apúntate! exemplifies the spirit of the Standards. All “five Cs” are actively integrated throughout the various components of ¡Apúntate!
Communication: Emphasized through the presentation of functional language, role-play, interview activities, and personalized activities in the textbook, DVD Program, and other program components.

Cultures: Students are exposed to a multiplicity of cultural products, processes, and perspectives, including interviews with native speakers in the DVD Program and cultural commentary on the countries of the Spanish-speaking world in the textbook. ¡Apúntate! provides sustained opportunities for hypothesis and analysis, and invites students to make connections between beliefs, behaviors, and cultural artifacts.

Connections: Readings in the textbook and exploratory activities, as well as Instructor Edition annotations, help students make connections among discipline areas.

Comparisons: In addition to the activities in the Un poco de todo section of the textbook, the DVD Program and the Online Learning Center provide ample opportunities for cross-cultural comparisons.

Communities: Experiential activities allow students to explore communities, and personalized activities encourage the use of language for personal enjoyment and enrichment beyond the classroom.

Supplementary Materials
A variety of additional components are available to support ¡Apúntate! Many are free to adopting institutions. Please contact your local McGraw-Hill representative for details on policies, prices, and availability.

For Students
· The Workbook/Laboratory Manual and Laboratory Audio Program by Alice A. Arana (formerly of Fullerton College), Oswaldo Arana (formerly of California State University, Fullerton), and María Sabló-Yates (Delta College), provides additional practice with vocabulary and structures through a variety of input-based, controlled, and open-ended activities and guided compositions as well as listening comprehension activities and cultural listening passages with listening strategies. Audio CDs are free to adopting institutions and are also available for student purchase upon request. (An Audioscript is available for instructors on the Online Learning Center.)

· The Online Workbook / Laboratory Manual, developed in collaboration with QuiaTM, and delivered through the Centro Learning Management System (powered by QuiaTM) offers an online version of the printed supplement. The online version offers such benefits for the student as an integrated Laboratory Audio Program, self-scoring activities, and instant feedback. Benefits for the instructor include a grade book that automatically scores, tracks, and records student grades and provides the opportunity to review individual and class performance. Other benefits include customizable activities and features and instant access to grades and performance.

· The ¡Apúntate! Digital Edition e-Book is an integrated digital textbook, developed in collaboration with QuiaTM, and delivered through the Centro Learning Management System (powered by QuiaTM).  Among other features, this interactive digital version of the textbook has a real time voice chat feature, integrated audio and video, and many other resources that make this a truly integrated online system for the teaching and learning of Spanish.
· The Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/apuntate) provides students with a wealth of activities specially created for use with ¡Apúntate! The Online Learning Center includes additional vocabulary and grammar practice quizzes, and the Laboratory Audio Program. 
· The DVD Program contains all of the videos for the ¡Apúntate! program. Instructors who find they do not have the time to show the DVD Program in class will be pleased to know that it is available in Centro and also for student purchase, thus providing them with a wealth of authentic and natural linguistic and cultural input. For more information, see the DVD Program in the following For Instructors section.

For Instructors
· The Instructor’s Edition is a principal teaching resource for both novice and experienced instructors that provides additional instructional notes, suggestions, and activities. This very useful supplement contains suggestions for implementing activities, supplementary exercises for developing listening and speaking skills, and abundant variations and follow-ups on student text materials.  Special features found in the annotations include notes and suggestions for adapting certain activities to accommodate Heritage Speaker students, cultural notes, and notes that identify activities that support the National Standards.
· The Instructor’s Manual and Resource Kit, available digitally on the Online Learning Center, offers an extensive introduction to teaching techniques, general guidelines for instructors, suggestions for lesson planning in semester and quarter schedules, lists of resources available for each chapter, and additional suggestions and activities, including additional writing-based activities. Also included are a wide variety of interactive and communicative games for practicing vocabulary and grammar.

· The Testing Program, also now available on the Online Learning Center, contains five different tests for each chapter, as well as sample mid-term and final exams.

· The Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/apuntate) offers instructors a variety of additional resources. Instructors have password-protected access to all portions of the Online Learning Center, which includes such resources for instructors as the Instructor’s Manual and Resource Kit, the Testing Program, the Audioscript, Digital Transparencies, and the Cultural PowerPoint presentations. For password information, please contact your McGraw-Hill sales representative.

· The DVD Program for ¡Apúntate! includes a variety of segments that constitute approximately five hours of video and can be used to augment the various supplements of the ¡Apúntate! program.

· The Audio Program is provided free to adopting institutions and contains all of the audio CDs from the Laboratory Audio Program as well as the Textbook Listening CD. Adopting institutions may use the Audio Program in their Language Laboratory. In addition, institutions may make copies of these materials for students, provided that students are only charged for the cost of blank CDs.

· The Digital Overhead Transparencies with all of the Paso 1: Vocabulario art are available to instructors on the Online Learning Center.

· Available for instructors only, the Ritmos y sonidos music CD is a collection of contemporary music from around the Spanish-speaking world. The music showcases a wide variety of styles, from traditional salsa, merengue, and son, to today’s Latin-influenced pop. Featuring a variety of well-known and lesser known artists and groups, Ritmos y sonidos is a great resource for instructors who want to bring the musical traditions of the Spanish-speaking world into the language classroom.

Acknowledgements
The suggestions, advice, and work of the following friends and colleagues are gratefully acknowledged by the authors.
· Dr. Bill VanPatten (Texas Tech University), whose creativity has been an inspiration to us for a number of editions and from whom we have learned so very much about language teaching and about how students learn

· Laura Chastain (El Salvador), our indefatigable native reader, deserves special recognition for her role. Her work helped us achieve a streamlining of direction lines and activities throughout, and also contributed greatly to the refranes feature of the Instructor’s Edition. In addition, Laura’s work on the consistency of vocabulary and correct language usage throughout all parts of the ¡Apúntate! program was invaluable. We are grateful for her hard work, keen eye, and abiding friendship.

· Dr. Teresa Pérez-Gamboa (The University of Georgia) and Dr. Margarita Hodge (Northern Virginia Community College), for their work on the cultural introductions to the Andean region and the United States, respectively. Their expertise and creativity are greatly appreciated. 
· Linda H. Colville (Citrus College), for the games she has contributed to the Instructor’s Manual and Resource Kit.
Within the McGraw-Hill family, we would like to acknowledge the contributions of the following individuals: Terri Schiesl and the entire McGraw-Hill production group, Mel Valentin for his invaluable assistance as Senior Production Editor, Randy Hurst and Louis Swaim for their work on various aspects of production, Preston Thomas and Brian Salisbury for the inspired design, and Thomas Brierly and Allison Hawco for their work on the media and digital components.
We would also like to thank Margaret Young for her helpful editorial assistance. Special thanks are due to Eirik Børve, who originally brought some of us together, and to Jorge Arbujas and the McGraw-Hill marketing and sales staff for their constant support and efforts. We especially thank Christa Harris, whose role as Executive Editor went far beyond the call of duty and who helped us keep our sights and efforts focused on the main goals of this edition. We are especially appreciative of the editorial work of Scott Tinetti and Pennie Nichols.
Please consult the inside back cover of the textbook for a list of professors and students who participated in a variety of reviewing activities that informed the development of ¡Apúntate!


Preface to ¡Apúntate!: español introductorio
4

