
“There were swaying chimneys, tottering walls, streets impassable from piles of brick, 

stones, and rubbish,” reported one journalist in Richmond at war’s end. “Men stood 

speechless, haggard . . . gazing at the desolation.” In this photograph, the need for a 

time exposure made residents walking the streets look like ghosts. Many must have 

felt that way in defeat, though newly freed African Americans were exultant.

“There were swaying chimneys, tottering walls, streets impassable from piles of brick, 

stones, and rubbish,” reported one journalist in Richmond at war’s end. “Men stood 

speechless, haggard . . . gazing at the desolation.” In this photograph, the need for a 

time exposure made residents walking the streets look like ghosts. Many must have 

felt that way in defeat, though newly freed African Americans were exultant.

dav85670_ch17_446-469.indd Page 446  8/4/10  8:55 PM user-f469dav85670_ch17_446-469.indd Page 446  8/4/10  8:55 PM user-f469 /Volumes/207/MHSF196/san32088_pagefiles/Volumes/207/MHSF196/san32088_pagefiles



   C H A P T E R  17 

 1 8 6 5 – 1 8 7 7  

4 4 8  PRESIDENTIAL RECONSTRUCTION

4 5 3  CONGRESSIONAL RECONSTRUCTION

4 5 5  RECONSTRUCTION IN THE SOUTH

4 5 7  BLACK  ASPIRATIONS

4 6 1  THE  ABANDONMENT OF RECONSTRUCTION

�       A N  A M E R I C A N  S T O R Y  �   

 THE SECRET SALE AT DAVIS BEND 

 Joseph Davis had had enough. Well on in years and 

fi nancially ruined by the war, he decided to quit farming. 

In November 1866 he sold his Mississippi plantations Hurri-

cane and Brierfi eld to Benjamin Montgomery and his sons. The 

sale of southern plantations was common enough after the 

war, but this transaction was bound to attract attention, since 

Joseph Davis was the elder brother of Jeff erson Davis. Indeed, 

before the war the Confederate president had operated 

Brierfi eld as his own plantation, although his brother 
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retained legal title to it. In truth, the sale was so unusual that the parties involved agreed to keep it 
secret, since the Montgomerys were black, and Mississippi law prohibited African Americans from own-
ing land. 

   Though a slave, Montgomery had been the business manager of the two Davis plantations before 
the war. He had also operated a store on Hurricane Plantation for white as well as black customers with 
his own line of credit in New Orleans. In 1863 Montgomery fl ed to the North, but when the war was over, 
he returned to Davis Bend, where the federal government was leasing plots of the land on confi s-
cated plantations, including Hurricane and Brierfi eld, to black farmers. Montgomery quickly emerged as 
the leader of the African American community at the Bend. 

   Then, in 1866, President Andrew Johnson pardoned Joseph Davis and restored his lands. By 
then Davis was over 80 years old and lacked the will and stamina to rebuild. Yet unlike many 
ex-slaveholders, he still felt bound by obligations to his former slaves. He was convinced that 
with proper encouragement African Americans could succeed economically in freedom. Only 
when the law prohibiting African Americans from owning land was overturned in 1867 did Davis 
publicly confi rm the sale to his former slave. 

   For his part, Montgomery undertook to create a model society at Davis Bend based on 
mutual cooperation. He rented land to black farmers, hired others to work his own fi elds, sold 
supplies on credit, and ginned and marketed the crops. To the growing African American 
community, he preached the gospel of hard work, self-reliance, and education. 

   Various diffi  culties dogged these black farmers, including the destruction caused by the war, 
several disastrous fl oods, insects, droughts, and declining cotton prices. Yet before long, cotton 
production exceeded that of the prewar years, and in 1870 the black families at Davis Bend 
produced 2,500 bales. The Montgomerys eventually acquired another plantation and owned 
5,500 acres, which made them reputedly the third largest planters in the state. They won 
national and international awards for the quality of their cotton. Their success demonstrated 

what African Americans, given a fair chance, might accomplish. 
               The experiences of Benjamin Montgomery during the years after 1865 were not those of most black 

southerners, who did not own land or have a powerful white benefactor. Yet Montgomery’s dream of 
economic independence was shared by all African Americans. As one black veteran noted, “Every colored 
man will be a slave, and feel himself a slave until he can raise him own bale of cotton and put him own mark 
upon it and say dis is mine!” Blacks could not gain eff ective freedom simply through a proclamation of 
emancipation. They needed economic power, including their own land that no one could unfairly take away. 

   For nearly two centuries the laws had prevented slaves from possessing such economic power. If those 
conditions were to be overturned, black Americans needed political power too. Thus the Republic would 
have to be reconstructed to give African Americans political power that they had been previously denied. 

   War, in its blunt way, had roughed out the contours of a solution, but only in broad terms. 
Clearly, African Americans would no longer be enslaved. The North, with its industrial might, would 
be the driving force in the nation’s economy and retain the dominant political voice. But, beyond 
that, the outlines of a reconstructed Republic remained vague. Would African Americans receive 
eff ective power? How would the North and the South readjust their economic and political rela-
tions? These questions lay at the heart of the problem of Reconstruction. �     

| Benjamin Montgomery

 PRES IDENT IAL RECONSTRUCT ION  
 Throughout the war Abraham Lincoln had considered 
Reconstruction his responsibility. Elected with less than 
40 percent of the popular vote in 1860, he was acutely 
aware that once the states of the Confederacy were re-
stored to the Union, the Republicans would be weakened 
unless they ceased to be a sectional party. By a generous 

peace, Lincoln hoped to attract former Whigs in the South, 
who supported many of the Republicans’ economic poli-
cies, and build up a southern wing of the party.  

 Lincoln’s 10 Percent Plan 
 Lincoln outlined his program in a Proclamation of Am-
nesty and Reconstruction issued in December 1863. When 
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a minimum of 10 percent of the qualifi ed voters from 1860 
took a loyalty oath to the Union, they could organize a 
state government. The new state constitution had to be 
republican in form, abolish slavery, and provide for black 
education, but Lincoln did not insist that high-ranking 
Confederate leaders be barred from public life. 
    Lincoln indicated that he would be generous in grant-
ing pardons and did not rule out compensation for slave 
property. Moreover, while he privately suggested permit-
ting some black men to vote in the disloyal states, “as for 
instance, the very intelligent and especially those who 
have fought gallantly in our ranks,” he did not demand 
social or political equality for black Americans, and he 
recognized pro-Union governments in Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, and Tennessee that allowed only white men to vote.  

 Radical 
Republicans 

 The Radical Republicans found Lincoln’s 
approach much too lenient. Strongly anti-
slavery, Radical members of Congress had 

led the struggle to make emancipation a war aim. Now they 
were in the forefront in advocating rights for the freed peo-
ple. Lincoln argued that the executive branch should bear 
the responsibility for restoring proper relations with the 
former Confederate states. The Radicals, on the other hand, 
believed that it was the duty of Congress to set the terms 
under which states would regain their rights in the Union. 
Though the Radicals often disagreed on other matters, they 
were united in a determination to readmit southern states 
only after slavery had been ended, black rights protected, 
and the power of the planter class destroyed.   

 Wade-Davis 
Bill 

 Under the direction of Senator Benjamin 
Wade of Ohio and Representative Henry 
Winter Davis of Maryland, Congress for-

mulated a much stricter plan of Reconstruction. It pro-
posed that Confederate states be ruled temporarily by a 
military governor, required half the white adult males to 
take an oath of allegiance before drafting a new state con-
stitution, and restricted political power to the hard-core 
Unionists in each state. When the Wade-Davis bill passed 
on the fi nal day of the 1864 congressional session, Lincoln 
exercised his right of a  pocket veto  .  Still, his own program 
could not succeed without the assistance of Congress, 
which refused to seat Unionist representatives who had 
been elected from Louisiana or Arkansas. As the war drew 
to a close, Lincoln appeared ready to make concessions to 
the Radicals. At his fi nal cabinet meeting, he approved 
placing the defeated South temporarily under military 
rule. But only a few days later Booth’s bullet found its 
mark, and Lincoln’s fi nal approach to Reconstruction 
would never be known.    

 The Mood of the South 
 In the wake of defeat, the immediate reaction among 
white southerners was one of shock, despair, and hope-
lessness. Some former Confederates, of course, were openly 
antagonistic. A North Carolina innkeeper remarked bit-
terly that Yankees had stolen his slaves, burned his house, 
and killed all his sons, leaving him only one privilege: “To 

| A Visit from the Old Mistress, 
by Winslow Homer, captures the 
confl icting, often awkward, 
emotions felt by both races after 
the war.
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hate ’em. I git up at half-past four in the 
morning, and sit up till twelve at night, to hate 
’em.” Most Confederate soldiers were less de-
fi ant, having had their fi ll of war. Even 
among hostile civilians the feeling was wide-
spread that the South must accept northern 
terms. 

   This psychological moment was critical. To 
prevent a resurgence of resistance, the president 
needed to lay out clearly what white southerners 
had to do to regain their old status in the Union. 
Any wavering on the peace terms could only in-
crease the likelihood of resistance. Perhaps even a 
clear and fi rm policy would not have been 
enough. But with Lincoln’s death, the execu-
tive power came to rest in far less capable 
hands. 

   Johnson’s Program 
of Reconstruction 

 Johnson’s 
character  
and values 

  Andrew Johnson, the new president, had 
been born in North Carolina and eventu-
ally moved to Tennessee, where he worked 
as a tailor. Barely able to read and 

write when he married, he rose to political 
power by portraying himself as the champion 
of the people against the wealthy planter 
class. “Some day I will show the stuck-up 
aristocrats who is running the country,” 
he vowed as he began his political career. 
He had not opposed slavery before the 
war—in fact, he hoped to disperse slave 
ownership more widely in southern so-
ciety. Although he accepted emancipa-
tion as one consequence of the war, 
Johnson remained a confi rmed racist. 
“Damn the negroes,” he said during the 
war, “I am fi ghting these traitorous aristo-
crats, their masters.” 
  Because Johnson disliked the planter 
class, Republican Radicals in Congress ex-
pected him to uphold their views on Reconstruc-
tion. In fact, the new president did speak of trying 

| The mood of white southerners at the end of the 
war was mixed. Many, like the veteran caricatured 
here by northern cartoonist Thomas Nast, remained 
hostile. Others, like Texas captain Samuel Foster, 
came to believe that the institution of slavery “had 
been abused” and that men “who actually owned 
and held slaves up to this time,—have now changed 
in their opinions regarding slavery . . . to see that for 
a man to have property in man was wrong, and that 
the ‘Declaration of Independence’ meant more than 
they had ever been able to see before.”

| Andrew Johnson
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Confederate leaders and breaking up planters’ estates. 
Unlike most Republicans, however, Johnson 
strongly supported states’ rights. Furthermore, his 
prickly personality made confl ict between the presi-
dent and Congress inevitable. Scarred by his hum-

ble origins, Johnson remained an outsider 
throughout his life. When challenged or criti-
cized he became tactless and infl exible, alienat-
ing even those who sought to work with him.   

 Johnson’s 
Program 

 Johnson moved quickly to re-
turn the southern states to their 
place in the Union. He prescribed 

a loyalty oath that white southerners would have to 
take to regain their civil and political rights and to 

have their property, except for slaves, restored. Ex-
cluded were high Confederate offi  cials and those with 

property worth over $20,000, who had to apply for indi-
vidual pardons. Johnson announced that once a state had 
drafted a new constitution and elected state offi  cers and 
members of Congress, he would revoke martial law and 
recognize the new state government. Suff rage was lim-
ited to white citizens who had taken the loyalty oath. 
This plan was similar to Lincoln’s, though more lenient. 
Only informally did Johnson ask that the southern 
states renounce their ordinances of secession, repudi-
ate the Confederate debt, and ratify the proposed Thir-
teenth Amendment abolishing slavery.    

 The Failure of Johnson’s 
Program  

 Southern 
Defiance 

 The southern delegates who met to construct 
new governments were in no frame of mind 
to follow Johnson’s recommendations. Sev-

eral states merely repealed instead of repudiating their or-
dinances of secession, rejected the Thirteenth 

Amendment, or refused to repudiate the Confed-
erate debt.   

 Black Codes  Nor did the new govern-
ments allow African Ameri-

cans any political rights or make any 
eff ective provisions for black education. 
In addition, each state passed a series of 
laws, often modeled on its old slave code, 
that applied only to African Americans. 
These  black codes  did grant African 
Americans some rights that had not 
been enjoyed by slaves. They legalized 
marriages performed under slavery and 

allowed black southerners to hold and sell 
property and to sue and be sued in state 

courts. Yet their primary purpose was to 
keep African Americans as propertyless agri-

cultural laborers with inferior legal rights. The 
new  freedmen,  or  freedpeople,  could not serve 
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tection. Otherwise, Trumbull declared, the freed-
people would “be tyrannized over, abused, and 

virtually reenslaved.” 
   Moderates agreed that the new southern 

governments were too harsh toward Afri-
can Americans, but they feared that too 
great an emphasis on black civil rights 
would alienate northern voters. 

   In December 1865, when southern 
representatives to Congress appeared in 
Washington, a majority in Congress 
voted to exclude them. Congress also ap-
pointed  a joint committee, chaired by 

Senator Fessenden, to look into how to 
implement Reconstruction. The split with 

the president became clearer when Congress 
passed a bill extending the life of the Freed-

men’s Bureau. Created in March 1865, the bureau 
provided emergency food, clothing, and medical 
care to war refugees (including white southern-
ers) and took charge of settling freedpeople on 
abandoned lands. The new bill gave the bureau 
the added responsibilities of supervising special 

courts to resolve disputes involving freedpeople and es-
tablishing schools for black southerners. Although this 
bill passed with near unanimous Republican support, 
Johnson vetoed it. Congress failed to override his veto.  

 Johnson’s 
Vetoes 

 Johnson also vetoed a civil rights bill de-
signed to overturn the most severe provi-
sions of the black codes. The law made 

African Americans citizens of the United States and 
granted them the right to own property, make contracts, 
and have access to courts as parties and witnesses. For 
most Republicans Johnson’s action was the last straw, and 
in April 1866 Congress overrode his veto, the fi rst major 
legislation in American history to be enacted over a presi-
dential veto. Congress then approved a slightly revised 
Freedmen’s Bureau bill in July and promptly overrode the 
president’s veto. Johnson’s refusal to compromise drove 
the moderates into the arms of the Radicals.  

     The Fourteenth Amendment 
 To prevent unrepentant Confederates from taking over 
the reconstructed state governments and denying Afri-
can Americans basic freedoms, the Joint Committee on 
Reconstruction proposed an amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which passed both houses of Congress with the nec-
essary two-thirds vote in June 1866. The amendment, 
coupled with the Freedmen’s Bureau and civil rights bills, 
represented the moderates’ terms for Reconstruction.  

 Provisions 
of the 
Amendment 

 The Fourteenth Amendment put a num-
ber of matters beyond the control of the 
president. The amendment guaranteed re-
payment of the national war debt and pro-

hibited repayment of the Confederate debt. To counteract 

on juries, testify against whites, or work as they 
pleased. South Carolina forbade blacks to en-
gage in anything other than agricultural la-
bor without a special license; Mississippi 
prohibited them from buying or renting 
farmland. Most states ominously pro-
vided that black people who were va-
grants could be arrested and hired out to 
landowners. Many northerners were in-
censed by the restrictive black codes.   

 Elections in 
the South 

 Southern voters under 
Johnson’s plan also defi -
antly elected prominent 

Confederate military and political leaders 
to offi  ce, headed by Alexander Stephens, the 
vice president of the Confederacy, who was 
elected senator from Georgia. At this point, 
Johnson could have called for new elections or 
admitted that a diff erent program of Reconstruc-
tion was needed. Instead he caved in. For all his 
harsh rhetoric, he shrank from the prospect of so-
cial upheaval, and he found it enormously gratify-
ing when upper-class planters praised his conduct 
and requested pardons. As the lines of ex-Confederates 
waiting to see him lengthened, he began issuing special 
pardons almost as fast as they could be printed. In the next 
two years he pardoned some 13,500 former rebels. 
  In private, Johnson warned southerners against a reck-
less course. Publicly he put on a bold face, announcing 
that Reconstruction had been successfully completed. But 
many members of Congress were deeply alarmed.    

 Johnson’s Break with Congress 
 The new Congress was by no means of one mind. A small 
number of Democrats and a few conservative Republicans 
backed the president’s program. At the other end of the 
spectrum, a larger group of Radical Republicans, led by 
Thaddeus Stevens, Charles Sumner, Benjamin Wade, and 
others, was bent on remaking southern society in the im-
age of the North. Reconstruction must “revolutionize 
Southern institutions, habits, and manners,” insisted Rep-
resentative Stevens, “. . . or all our blood and treasure have 
been spent in vain.” Unlike Johnson, Radicals championed 
civil and political rights for African Americans and be-
lieved that the only way to maintain loyal governments 
and develop a Republican party in the South was to give 
black men the ballot. 
    As a minority, the Radicals could accomplish nothing 
without the aid of the moderate Republicans, the largest 
bloc in Congress. Led by William Pitt Fessenden and Lyman 
Trumbull, the moderates hoped to avoid a clash with the 
president, and they had no desire to foster social revolution 
or promote racial equality in the South. But they wanted to 
keep Confederate leaders from reassuming power, and they 
were convinced that the former slaves needed federal pro-

| Thaddeus 
Stevens, Radical 
leader in the 
House
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DUELING DOCUMENTS

EQUALITY AND THE VOTE IN RECONSTRUCTION

Debate swirled around not only the conditions southern states needed to fulfi ll to return to the Union but also the 
rights of citizenship granted to former slaves. At war’s end, African Americans held a number of conventions to set 
forth their views (Document 1). Andrew Johnson privately conveyed to white southern leaders his idea of how they 
should act (Document 2). And Representative Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania spoke for Radical Republicans 
(Document 3).

D O C U M E N T  1

African Americans Seek the Vote

We, the delegates of the colored people of 
the State of Virginia . . . solemnly [declare] 
that we desire to live upon the most friendly 
and agreeable terms with all men; we feel no 
ill-will or prejudice towards our former op-
pressors . . . and that we believe that in this 
State we have still many warm and solid 
friends among the white people. . . .
 We must, on the other hand, be allowed 
to aver and assert that we believe that we 
have among the white people of this State, 
many who are our most inveterate enemies . . .  
who despise us simply because we are black, 
and more especially, because we have been 
made free by the power of the United States 
Government; and that they—the class last 
mentioned—will not, in our estimation, be 
willing to accord to us, as freemen, that pro-
tection which all freemen must contend for, 
if they would be worthy of freedom. . . .
 We claim, then, as citizens of this State, 
the laws of the Commonwealth shall give to 
all men equal protection; that each and every 
man may appeal to the law for his equal 
rights without regard to the color of his skin; 
and we believe this can only be done by ex-
tending to us the elective franchise, which 
we believe to be our inalienable right as 
freemen, and which the Declaration of 
Independence guarantees to all free citizens 
of this Government and which is the privi-
lege of the nation.

Source: Proceedings of the Convention of the Colored People 
of Virginia . . . in Philip S. Foner and George E. Walker, eds., 
Proceedings of the Black State Conventions, 1840–1865 
(Philadelphia, 1980), II, 262–264.

D O C U M E N T  2

President Johnson Advises 
Southern Leaders

I hope that without delay your convention 
will amend your State constitution . . . [to] 

adopt the amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States abolishing slavery. If 
you could extend the elective franchise to 
all persons of color who can read the 
Constitution of the United States in English 
and write their names, and to all persons of 
color who own real estate valued at not less 
than two hundred and fi fty dollars and pay 
taxes thereon, you would completely disarm 
the adversary and set an example the other 
States will follow. This you can do with 
 perfect safety, and you would thus place 
Southern States in reference to the free per-
sons of color upon the same basis with the 
free States. . . . And as a consequence the 
radicals, who are wild upon negro franchise, 
will be completely foiled in their attempts to 
keep the Southern States from renewing 
their relations to the Union by not accepting 
their Senators and Representatives.

Source: Walter L. Fleming, ed., Documentary History of 
Reconstruction (Cleveland, 1906–1907), I, 177.

D O C U M E N T  3

Representative Stevens 
on Equal Privileges

But this is not all that we ought to do before 
these inveterate rebels are invited to partici-
pate in our legislation. We have turned, or 
are about to turn, loose four million slaves 
without a hut to shelter them or a cent in 
their pockets. The infernal laws of slavery 
have prevented them from acquiring an edu-
cation, understanding the commonest laws 
of contract, or of managing the ordinary 
business of life. This Congress is bound to 
provide for them until they can take care of 
themselves. If we do not furnish them with 
homesteads, and hedge them around with 
protective laws; if we leave them to the legis-
lation of their late masters, we had better 
have left them in bondage . . . equal rights to 
all the privileges of the Government is innate 
to every immortal being, no matter what the 

shape or color of the tabernacle which it 
inhabits. . . .
 If equal privileges were granted to all, I 
should not expect to any but white men to 
be elected to offi  ce for long ages to come. . . . 
But it would still be benefi cial to the weaker 
races. In a country where political divisions 
will always exist, their power, joined with just 
white men, would greatly modify, if it did not 
entirely prevent, the injustice of majorities. 
Without the right of suff rage in the late slave 
States, (I do not speak of the free States,) I 
believe the slaves had far better been left in 
bondage. . . .
 [Men of infl uence] proclaim, “This is a 
white man’s Government,” and the whole 
coil of copperheads echo the same senti-
ment, and upstart, jealous Republicans join 
the cry. Is it any wonder ignorant foreigners 
and illiterate natives should learn this doc-
trine, and be led to despise and maltreat a 
whole race of their fellow men?

Source: Congressional Globe, 39th Congress, 1st Session, 
1865, 72–73.

Thinking Critically
Each of the writers recommends that African 
Americans receive the vote in some way. Which 
document is the most radical? Which the least 
so? Who does President Johnson refer to as “the 
adversary”? How does he intend to “foil” the 
Radicals? And what does Thaddeus Steven not 
speak about? Why?
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  Not to be outdone, the Radicals vilifi ed Johnson as a 
traitor aiming to turn the country over to rebels and Cop-
perheads. Resorting to the tactic of “waving the  bloody 
shirt ,” they appealed to voters by reviving bitter memo-
ries of the war. In a classic example of such rhetoric, Gov-
ernor Oliver Morton of Indiana proclaimed that “every 
bounty jumper, every deserter, every sneak who ran away 
from the draft” was a Democrat; everyone “who murdered 
Union prisoners. . . . In short, the Democratic party may be 
described as a common sewer.”   
 Repudiation 
of Johnson 

 Voters soundly repudiated Johnson, as 
the Republicans won more than a two-
thirds majority in both houses of Congress, 

every northern gubernatorial contest, and control of every 
northern legislature. The Radicals had reached the height 
of their power.      

✔   R E V I E W 
 What were Lincoln’s and Andrew Johnson’s approaches to 
Reconstruction, and why did Congress reject Johnson’s 
approach? 

  CONGRESSIONAL RECONSTRUCT ION    
  With a clear mandate in hand, congressional Republi-
cans passed their own program of Reconstruction, begin-
ning with the fi rst Reconstruction Act in March 1867. Like 
all later pieces of Reconstruction legislation, it was re-
passed over Johnson’s veto. 
    Placing the 10 unreconstructed states under military 
commanders, the act directed offi  cials to include black 
adult males as voters but not former Confederates barred 
from holding offi  ce under the Fourteenth Amendment. 
State conventions would frame constitutions that pro-
vided for black suff rage and that disqualifi ed prominent 

the president’s wholesale pardons, it disqualifi ed promi-
nent Confederates from holding offi  ce and provided that 
only Congress by a two-thirds vote could remove this pen-
alty. Because moderates, fearful of the reaction of white 
northerners, balked at giving the vote to African Ameri-
cans, the amendment merely gave Congress the right to 
reduce the representation of any state that did not have 
impartial male suff rage. The practical eff ect of this provi-
sion, which Radicals labeled a “swindle,” was to allow 
northern states to restrict suff rage to whites if they wished, 
since unlike southern states they had few African Ameri-
cans and thus would not be penalized. 
  The amendment’s most important provision, Section 1, 
defi ned an American citizen as anyone born in the United 
States or naturalized, thereby automatically making Afri-
can Americans citizens. Section 1 also prohibited states 
from abridging “the privileges or immunities” of citizens, 
depriving “any person of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law,” or denying “any person . . . equal protec-
tion of the laws.” The framers of the amendment probably 
intended to prohibit laws that applied to one race only, such 
as the black codes, or that made certain acts felonies when 
committed by black but not white people, or that decreed 
diff erent penalties for the same crime when committed by 
white and black lawbreakers. The framers probably did not 
intend to prevent African Americans from being excluded 
from juries or to forbid segregation (the legal separation of 
the races) in schools and public places. 
  Nevertheless, Johnson denounced the proposed amend-
ment and urged southern states not to ratify it. Ironically, 
of the seceded states only the president’s own state ratifi ed 
the amendment, and Congress readmitted Tennessee with 
no further restrictions. The telegram sent to Congress by a 
longtime foe of Johnson announcing Tennessee’s approval 
ended, “Give my respects to the dead dog in the White 
House.” The amendment was ratifi ed in 1868. 

    The Elections of 1866  
  Antiblack 
Riots 

When Congress blocked his policies, John-
son undertook a speaking tour of the East 
and Midwest in the fall of 1866 to drum up 

popular support. But the president found it diffi  cult to con-
vince northern audiences that white southerners were fully 
repentant. News that summer of major race riots in Mem-
phis and New Orleans heightened northern concern. Forty-
six African Americans died when white mobs invaded the 
black section of Memphis, burning homes, churches, and 
schoolhouses. About the same number were killed in New 
Orleans when whites attacked both black and white dele-
gates to a convention supporting black suff rage. “The ne-
groes now know, to their sorrow, that it is best not to arouse 
the fury of the white man,” boasted one Memphis newspa-
per. When the president encountered hostile audiences dur-
ing his northern campaign, he made matters only worse by 
trading insults and ranting that the Radicals were traitors. 
Even supporters found his performance humiliating. 

| This politician is literally “waving the bloody shirt”—using the bitter 
memories of the Civil War to rouse voters to side with Republicans.
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In most of the Caribbean, property requirements for vot-
ing left the planters in political control. Jamaica, for ex-
ample, with a population of 500,000 in the 1860s, had 
only 3,000 voters. 
    Moreover, in reaction to political eff orts to mobilize 
disfranchised black peasants, Jamaican planters dissolved 
the assembly and reverted to being a Crown colony gov-
erned from London. Of the sugar islands, all but Barbados 
adopted the same policy, thereby blocking the potential 
for any future black peasant democracy. Nor did any of 
these societies have the counterparts of the Radical Re-
publicans, a group of outsiders with political power that 
promoted the fundamental transformation of the post-
emancipation South. These comparisons highlight the 
radicalism of Reconstruction in the United States, which 
alone saw an eff ort to forge an interracial democracy. 

   The Land Issue  

 Blacks’ Desire 
for Land 

 While the political process of Reconstruc-
tion proceeded, Congress confronted the 
question of whether land should be given 

to former slaves to foster economic independence. At a 
meeting with Secretary of War Edwin Stanton near the 
end of the war, African American leaders declared, “The 
way we can best take care of ourselves is to have land, and 
till it by our own labor.” During the war, the Second Con-
fi scation Act of 1862 had authorized the government to 
seize and sell the property, including land, of supporters 
of the rebellion. In June 1866, however, President Johnson 
ruled that confi scation laws applied only to wartime. 
  Congress debated land confi scation off  and on from 
December 1865 until early 1867. Thaddeus Stevens, a lead-
ing Radical in the House, advocated confi scating 394 mil-
lion acres of land from about 70,000 of what he termed the 
“chief rebels” in the South, who made up less than 5 percent 
of the South’s white families. He proposed to give 40 acres 
to every adult male freedperson and then sell the remain-
ing land, which would amount to nine-tenths of the total, 
to pay off  the public debt, compensate loyal southerners 

ex-Confederates from offi  ce. The fi rst state legislatures to 
meet under the new constitution were required to ratify 
the Fourteenth Amendment. Once these steps were com-
pleted and Congress approved the new state constitution, a 
state could send representatives to Congress.  

 Resistance 
of Southern 
Whites 

 White southerners found these require-
ments so obnoxious that offi  cials took no 
steps to register voters. Congress then en-
acted a second Reconstruction Act, also in 

March, ordering the local military commanders to put the 
machinery of Reconstruction into motion. Johnson’s ef-
forts to limit the power of military commanders produced 
a third act, passed in July, that upheld their superiority in 
all matters. When elections were held to ratify the new 
state constitutions, white southerners boycotted them in 
large numbers. Undaunted, Congress passed the fourth 
Reconstruction Act (March 1868), which required ratifi ca-
tion of the constitution by only a majority of those voting 
rather than those who were registered. 
    By June 1868 Congress had readmitted the representa-
tives of seven states. Georgia’s state legislature expelled its 
black members once it had been readmitted, granting 
seats to those barred by Congress from holding offi  ce. 
Congress ordered the military commander to reverse 
these actions, and Georgia was then admitted a second 
time in July 1870. Texas, Virginia, and Mississippi did not 
complete the process until 1869.   

 Post-Emancipation Societies 
in the Americas 

 With the exception of Haiti’s revolution (1791–1804), the 
United States was the only society in the Americas in 
which the destruction of slavery was accomplished by 
violence. But the United States, uniquely among these 
societies, enfranchised former slaves almost immediately 
after the emancipation. Thus in the United States former 
masters and slaves battled for control of the state in ways 
that did not occur in other post-emancipation societies. 
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RECONSTRUCT ION IN THE SOUTH   
The refusal of Congress to convict Johnson sent a clear 
signal: the power of the Radicals in Congress was waning. 
Increasingly the success or failure of Reconstruction 
hinged on developments not in Congress but in the south-
ern states themselves. Power there rested with the new 
Republican parties, representing a coalition of black and 
white southerners and transplanted northerners.  

 Black Office Holding 
 Almost from the beginning of Reconstruction, African 
Americans had lobbied for the right to vote. After they 
received the  franchise,  black men constituted as much as 
80 percent of the Republican voters in the South. They 
steadfastly opposed the Democratic party with its appeal 
to white supremacy. 
    Throughout Reconstruction, African Americans never 
held offi  ce in proportion to their voting strength. No Afri-
can American was ever elected governor, and only in 
South Carolina, where more than 60 percent of the popu-
lation was black, did they control even one house of the 
legislature. During Reconstruction between 15 and 20 per-
cent of the state offi  cers and 6 percent of members of Con-
gress (2 senators and 15 representatives) were black. Only 
in South Carolina did black offi  ceholders approach their 
proportion of the population. 

 Background 
of Black 
Political 
Leaders 

  Blacks who held offi  ce generally came 
from the top levels of African-American so-
ciety. Among state and federal offi  cehold-
ers, perhaps four-fi fths were literate, and 
more than a quarter had been free before 

the war, both marks of distinction in the black commu-
nity. Their occupations also set them apart: two-fi fths were 
professionals (mostly clergy), and of the third who were 
farmers, nearly all owned land. Among black members of 

for losses they suff ered during the war, and fund Union 
veterans’ pensions. Land, he insisted, would be far more 
valuable to African Americans than the right to vote.   

 Failure
of Land 
Redistribution 

 But in the end Congress rejected all pro-
posals. Given Americans’ strong belief in 
self-reliance, little sympathy existed for the 
idea that government should support any 

group. In addition, land redistribution represented an at-
tack on property rights, another cherished American 
value. By 1867 land reform was dead. 
  Few freedpeople acquired land after the war, a develop-
ment that severely limited African Americans’ economic 
independence and left them vulnerable to white coercion. 
It is doubtful, however, that this decision was the basic 
cause of the failure of Reconstruction. In the face of white 
hostility and institutionalized racism, African Americans 
probably would have been no more successful in protect-
ing their property than they were in maintaining the right 
to vote.    

 Impeachment  

 Tenure of 
Office Act 

Throughout 1867 Congress routinely over-
rode Johnson’s vetoes. Still, the president 
had other ways of undercutting congressio-

nal Reconstruction. He interpreted the new laws as nar-
rowly as possible and removed military commanders who 
vigorously enforced them. Congress responded by restrict-
ing Johnson’s power to issue orders to military command-
ers in the South. It also passed the Tenure of Offi  ce Act, 
which forbade Johnson to remove any member of the cab-
inet without the Senate’s consent. The intention of this 
law was to prevent him from fi ring Secretary of War 
Edwin Stanton, the only Radical in the cabinet.   

 Johnson 
Acquitted 

 When Johnson tried to dismiss Stanton 
in February 1868, the determined secretary 
of war barricaded himself in his offi  ce 

(where he remained night and day for about two months). 
Angrily, the House of Representatives approved articles of 
impeachment. The articles focused on the violation of the 
Tenure of Offi  ce Act, but the charge with the most sub-
stance was that Johnson had conspired to systematically 
obstruct Reconstruction legislation. In the trial before the 
Senate, his lawyers argued that a president could be im-
peached only for an indictable crime, which Johnson 
clearly had not committed. The Radicals countered that 
impeachment applied to political off enses and not merely 
criminal acts. In May 1868 the Senate voted 36 to 19 to 
convict, one vote short of the two-thirds majority needed. 
The seven Republicans who joined the Democrats in vot-
ing for acquittal were uneasy about using impeachment as 
a political weapon.      

✔    R E V I E W 
 What was Congress’s approach to Reconstruction, and why 
did it not include a provision for giving land to former slaves? 

| Hiram Revels, 
a minister and 
educator, became 
the fi rst African 
American to serve in 
the U.S. Senate, 
representing 
Mississippi. Later he 
served as president 
of Alcorn University.
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appointed, and abolished property requirements for of-
fi ceholding. In South Carolina, for the fi rst time, voters 
were allowed to vote for the president, governor, and other 
state offi  cers. (Previously, presidential electors as well as 
the governor had been chosen by the South Carolina legis-
lature.) The Radical state governments also assumed some 
responsibility for social welfare and established the fi rst 
statewide systems of public schools in the South.   

 Race and 
Social 
Equality 

 All the new constitutions proclaimed the 
principle of equality and granted black 
adult males the right to vote. On social rela-
tions they were much more cautious. No 

state outlawed segregation, and South Carolina and Louisi-
ana were the only states that required integration in public 
schools (a mandate that was almost universally ignored).    

 Economic Issues and Corruption 
 The war left the southern economy in ruins, and problems 
of economic reconstruction were as diffi  cult as those of 
politics. The new Republican governments encouraged in-
dustrial development by providing subsidies, loans, and 
even temporary exemptions from taxes. These govern-
ments also largely rebuilt the southern railroad system, 
often off ering lavish aid to railroad corporations. The in-
vestments in the South helped double its manufacturing 
establishments in the two decades after 1860. Yet the 
harsh reality was that the South steadily slipped further 
behind the booming industrial economy of the North. Be-
tween 1854 and 1879, 7,000 miles of railroad track were 
laid in the South, but in the same period 45,000 miles 
were constructed in the rest of the nation.  

 Corruption  The expansion of government services of-
fered temptations for corruption. In many 

southern states, offi  cials regularly received bribes and 
kickbacks for their award of railroad charters, franchises, 
and other contracts. By 1872 the debts of the 11 states of 
the Confederacy had increased by $132 million, largely 
because of railroad grants and new social services such as 
schools. The tax rate grew as expenditures went up, so 
that by the 1870s it was four times the rate of 1860. 
  Corruption, however, was not only a southern problem: 
the decline in morality aff ected the entire nation. During 
these years in New York City alone, the Democratic Tweed 
Ring stole more money than all the Radical Republican gov-
ernments in the South combined. Moreover, corruption in 
the South was hardly limited to Republicans. Many Demo-
crats and white business leaders participated in the looting. 
“Everybody is demoralizing down here. Corruption is the 
fashion,” reported Louisiana governor Henry Warmoth. 
  Corruption in Radical governments existed, but south-
ern whites exaggerated its extent for partisan purposes. 
Conservatives just as bitterly opposed honest Radical re-
gimes as they did corrupt ones. In the eyes of most white 
southerners the real crime of the Radical governments 
was that they allowed black citizens to hold some offi  ces 
and tried to protect the civil rights of African Americans. 
Race was the  conservatives’ greatest weapon. And it would 

Congress, all but three had a secondary school education, 
and four had gone to college. In their political and social 
values, African-American leaders were more conservative 
than the rural black population was, and they showed 
 little interest in land reform.    

 White Republicans in the South 
 Black citizens were a majority of the voters only in South 
Carolina, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Thus in most of the 
South the Republican party had to secure white votes to stay 
in power. Opponents scornfully labeled white southerners 
who allied with the Republican party  scalawags , yet an esti-
mated quarter of white southerners at one time voted Re-
publican. Although the party appealed to some wealthy 
planters, they were outnumbered by Unionists from the up-
land counties and hill areas who were largely yeoman farm-
ers. Such voters were attracted by Republican promises to 
rebuild the South, restore prosperity, create public schools, 
and open isolated areas to the market with railroads. 
    The other group of white Republicans in the South was 
known as  carpetbaggers . Originally from the North, they 
allegedly had arrived with all their worldly possessions 

stuff ed in a carpetbag, ready to 
plunder the defeated South. 
Some did, but northerners 
moved south for a variety of 
reasons. Those in political of-
fi ce were especially well edu-
cated. Though carpetbaggers 
made up only a small per-
centage of Republican vot-
ers, they controlled almost a 
third of the offi  ces. More 

than half of all southern Re-
publican governors and nearly half of Repub-

lican members of Congress were originally northerners.  

 Divisions 
among 
Southern 
Republicans 

 The Republican party in the South had 
diffi  culty maintaining unity. Scalawags 
were especially susceptible to the race issue 
and social pressure. “Even my own kinspeo-
ple have turned the cold shoulder to me 

because I hold offi  ce under a Republican administration,” 
testifi ed a Mississippi white Republican. As black south-
erners pressed for greater recognition and a greater share 
of the offi  ces, white southerners increasingly defected to 
the Democrats. Carpetbaggers were less sensitive to race, 
although most felt that their black allies should be content 
with minor offi  ces. The friction between scalawags and 
carpetbaggers, which grew out of their rivalry for party 
honors, was particularly intense.    

 The New State Governments  

 New State 
Constitutions 

 The new southern state constitutions en-
acted several reforms. They put in place 
fairer systems of legislative representation, 

allowed voters to elect many offi  cials who before had been 
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thousands of former slaves insisted on being married again 
by proper authorities, even though a ceremony was not re-
quired by law. Blacks who had been forcibly separated in 
slavery and later remarried confronted the dilemma of 
which spouse to take. Laura Spicer, whose husband had 
been sold away in slavery, received a series of wrenching 
letters from him after the war. He had thought her dead, 
had remarried, and had a new family. “You know it never 
was our wishes to be separated from each other, and it 
never was our fault. I had rather anything to had happened 
to me most than ever have been parted from you and the 
children,” he wrote. “As I am, I do not know which I love 
best, you or Anna.” Declining to return, he closed, “Laura, 
truly, I have got another wife, and I am very sorry. . . .” 
  Like white husbands, black husbands deemed them-
selves the head of the family and acted legally for their 
wives. They often insisted that their wives would not work 
in the fi elds as they had in slavery, a decision that had ma-
jor economic repercussions for agricultural labor. In nego-
tiating contracts, a father also demanded the right to 
control his children and their labor. All these changes were 
designed to insulate the black family from white control.    

 The Schoolhouse and the Church   

 Black 
Education 

 In freedom, the schoolhouse and the black 
church became essential institutions in the 
black community. Next to ownership of 

land, African Americans saw education as the best hope 
for advancement. At fi rst, northern churches and mission-
aries, working with the Freedmen’s Bureau, set up black 
schools in the South. Tuition represented 10 percent or 
more of a laborer’s monthly wages. Yet these schools were 
full. Many parents sent their children by day and attended 
classes themselves at night. Eventually, the Bureau schools 
were replaced by the new public school systems, which by 
1876 enrolled 40 percent of African American children. 
    Black adults had good reasons for seeking literacy. 
They wanted to be able to read the Bible, to defend their 
newly gained civil and political rights, and to protect 
themselves from being cheated. One elderly Louisiana 
freedman explained that giving children an education was 
better than giving them a fortune, “because if you left 
them even $500, some man having more education than 
they had would come along and cheat them out of it all.”  

prove the most eff ective means to undermine Republican 
power in the South.  

✔   R E V I E W 
  What roles did African Americans, southern whites, and 
northern whites play in the Reconstruction governments 
of the South?        

  BLACK ASPIRATIONS   
 Emancipation came to slaves in diff erent ways and at dif-
ferent times. For some it arrived during the war when 
Union soldiers entered an area; for others it came some 
time after the Confederacy’s collapse, when Union troops 
or offi  cials announced that they were free. Whatever the 
timing, freedom meant a host of precious blessings to peo-
ple who had been in bondage all their lives.  

 Experiencing Freedom 
 The fi rst impulse was to think of freedom as a contrast to 
slavery. Emancipation immediately released slaves from 
the most oppressive aspects of bondage—the whippings, 
the breakup of families, the sexual exploitation. Freedom 
also meant movement, the right to travel without a pass or 
white permission. Above all, freedom meant that African-
Americans’ labor would be for their own benefi t. One 
Arkansas freedman, who earned his fi rst dollar working 
on a railroad, recalled that when he was paid, “I felt like 
the richest man in the world.”  

 Changing 
Employment 

 Freedom included fi nding a new place to 
work. Changing jobs was one concrete way 
to break the psychological ties of slavery. 

Even planters with reputations for kindness sometimes 
saw their former hands depart. The cook who left a South 
Carolina family even though they off ered her higher 
wages than her new job explained, “I must go. If I stays 
here I’ll never know I’m free.”   

 Importance 
of Names 

 Symbolically, freedom meant having a 
full name, and African Americans now ad-
opted last names. More than a few took the 

last name of some prominent individual; more common 
was to take the name of the fi rst master in the family’s oral 
history as far back as it could be recalled. Most, however, 
retained their fi rst name, especially if the name had been 
given to them by their parents (as most often had been the 
case among slaves). It had been their form of identity in 
bondage, and for those separated from their family it was 
the only link with their parents. Whatever name they took, 
it was important to black Americans that they make the 
decision themselves without white interference.    

 The Black Family  

 Upholding 
the Family 

 African Americans also sought to strengthen 
the family in freedom. Because slave mar-
riages had not been recognized as legal, 

| A Tennessee newspaper advertisement seeking a family, 1865
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 Teachers in 
Black Schools 

 Teachers in the Freedmen’s Bureau 
schools were primarily northern middle-
class white women sent south by northern 

missionary societies. “I feel that it is a precious privilege,” 
Esther Douglass wrote, “to be allowed to do something for 
these poor people.” Many saw themselves as peacetime 
soldiers, struggling to make emancipation a reality. In-
deed, on more than one occasion, hostile white southern-
ers destroyed black schools and threatened and even 
murdered white teachers. Then there were the everyday 
challenges: low pay, dilapidated buildings, lack of suffi  -
cient books, classes of 100 or more children, and irregular 
attendance. Meanwhile, the Freedmen’s Bureau under-
took to train black teachers, and by 1869 most of the 3,000 
teachers in freedmen’s schools were black. 

 Independent 
Black 
Churches 

   Before the war, most slaves had attended 
white churches or services supervised by 
whites. Once free, African Americans quickly 
established their own congregations led by 

black preachers. In the fi rst year of freedom, the Methodist 
Church South lost fully half of its black members. By 1870 
the Negro Baptist Church had increased its membership 
threefold when compared to the mem-
bership in 1850, and the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church expanded at 
an even greater rate. 
  Black churches were so important 
because they were the only major or-
ganizations in the African American 
community controlled by blacks. 
Black ministers were respected lead-
ers, and many of the black men 
elected to offi  ce during Reconstruc-

tion were preachers. As it had in slavery, religion off ered 
African Americans a place of refuge in a hostile white 
world and provided them with hope, comfort, and a means 
of self-identifi cation.    

 New Working Conditions 
 As a largely propertyless class, blacks in the postwar South 
had no choice but to work for white landowners. Except 
for paying wages, whites wanted to retain the old system 
of labor, including close supervision, gang labor, and phys-
ical punishment. Determined to remove all emblems of 
servitude, African Americans refused to work under these 
conditions, and they demanded time off  to devote to their 
own interests. Convinced that working at one’s own pace 
was part of freedom, they simply would not work as long 
or as hard as they had in slavery. Because of shorter hours 
and the withdrawal of children and women from the 
fi elds, work output declined by an estimated 35 percent in 
freedom. Blacks also refused to live in the old slave quar-
ters located near the master’s house. Instead, they erected 
cabins on distant parts of the plantation. Wages at fi rst 

were $5 or $6 a month plus provi-
sions and a cabin; by 1867, they had 
risen to an average of $10 a month.  

 Sharecropping  These changes 
eventually led to the 

rise of sharecropping. Under this ar-
rangement African-American fami-
lies farmed separate plots of land and 
then at the end of the year split the 
crop with the white landowner. 
Sharecropping had higher status and 

| After living for years in a society 
where teaching slaves to read 
and write was usually illegal, 
freedpeople viewed literacy as a 
key to securing their newfound 
freedom. Blacks were not merely 
“anxious to learn,” a school offi  cial 
in Virginia reported, they were 
“crazy to learn.”

Black churches were 
so important because 

they were the only 
major organizations in 
the African American 
community controlled 

by blacks.
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After emancipation, sharecropping became the dominant form of agricultural labor in the South. Black families no longer lived in the old slave 
quarters but dispersed to separate plots of land that they farmed themselves. At the end of the year each sharecropper turned over part of the 
crop to the white landowner.

off ered greater personal freedom than being a wage la-
borer. “I am not working for wages,” one black farmer de-
clared in defending his right to leave the plantation at will, 
“but am part owner of the crop and as [such,] I have all the 
rights that you or any other man has.” Although black per 
capita agricultural income increased 40 percent in free-
dom, sharecropping was a harshly exploitative system in 
which black families often sank into perpetual debt. 

                The Freedmen’s Bureau 
 The task of supervising the transition from slavery to free-
dom on southern plantations fell to the Freedmen’s Bu-
reau, a unique experiment in social policy supported by 
the federal government. Assigned the task of protecting 
freedpeople’s economic rights, approximately 550 local 
agents supervised and regulated working conditions in 
southern agriculture after the war. The racial attitudes of 
Bureau agents varied widely, as did their commitment and 
competence. Then, too, they had to depend on the army to 
enforce their decisions.  
 Bureau’s 
Mixed Record 

 Most agents encouraged or required writ-
ten contracts between white planters and 
black laborers, specifying not only wages but 

also the conditions of employment. Although agents some-
times intervened to protect freedpeople from unfair treat-
ment, they also provided important help to planters. They 
insisted that black laborers not desert at harvest time; they 
arrested those who violated their contracts or refused to sign 
new ones at the beginning of the year; and they preached 
the gospel of work and the need to be orderly and respectful. 
Given such attitudes, freedpeople increasingly complained 
that Bureau agents were mere tools of the planter class. 
“They are, in fact, the planters’ guards, and nothing else,” 
claimed the New Orleans Tribune, a black newspaper.   

 End of the 
Bureau 

 The primary means of enforcing working 
conditions were the Freedmen’s Courts, 
which Congress created in 1866 to avoid the 

discrimination African Americans received in state courts. 
These new courts functioned as military tribunals, and 
 often the agent was the entire court. The sympathy black 
laborers received varied from state to state. 
  But in 1869, with the Bureau’s work scarcely under way, 
Congress decided to shut it down, and by 1872 it had gone 
out of business. Despite its mixed record, it was the most 
eff ective agency in protecting blacks’ civil and political 
rights. Its disbanding signaled the beginning of the  northern 
retreat from Reconstruction.    

dav85670_ch17_446-469.indd Page 459  8/4/10  8:56 PM user-f469dav85670_ch17_446-469.indd Page 459  8/4/10  8:56 PM user-f469 /Volumes/207/MHSF196/san32088_pagefiles/Volumes/207/MHSF196/san32088_pagefiles



460 | Chapter 17 | RECONSTRUCT ING THE UN ION 

DA I LY  L I V E S

On the plantations of the Old South 
slaves had lived in cabins along a cen-

tral path in the shadow of the white master’s 
“big house.” These quarters were the center 
of their community, where marriages and 
other festivals were celebrated and family 
life went on. But with the coming of emanci-
pation, freedpeople looked to leave the old 
quarters, which stood as a symbol of bond-
age and of close white supervision. African 
Americans either built new housing or dis-
mantled their old cabins and hauled them to 
the plots of land they rented as tenants or 
sharecroppers. Moving enabled them to live 
on the land they farmed, just as white farm-
ers and tenants did.
 Like slave cabins, most sharecroppers’ 
dwellings were one story high, about 16 feet 
square, and usually built of logs chinked with 
mud. The few windows had shutters to pro-
tect against the weather; glass was rare. 
Though the inside walls normally lacked plas-
ter or sheeting, they were given a coat of 
whitewash annually to brighten the dark 
interior.
 The main room served as kitchen and 
dining room, parlor, bathing area, and the 
parents’ bedroom. To one side might be a 
homemade drop-leaf table (essential be-
cause of cramped space), which served as a 
kitchen work counter and a dining table. The 
other side of the room had a few plain beds, 
their slats or rope bottoms supporting corn 
shuck or straw mattresses. The social center 
of the room was the fi replace, the only 
source of heat and the main source of light 
after dark. Pots and pans were hung on the 
wall near the fi replace, and the mother and 
daughters did the cooking stooped over an 
open fi re. In the summer, cooking was done 
outdoors.

THE BLACK SHARECROPPER’S CABIN

 The cabin’s chimney was made of small 
logs notched together and covered with sev-
eral layers of clay to protect it from the heat. 
Sometimes its height was extended by empty 
fl our barrels. A taller chimney drew better, 
which kept smoke from blowing back down 
into the house and kept sparks away from 
the roof. After the evening meal the family 
gathered around the fi replace, the children to 
play with homemade dolls and toys, the 
mother to sew, and the father perhaps to play 
the fi ddle. At bedtime a trapdoor in the ceil-
ing off ered access up a ladder to the loft be-
neath the gabled roof, where older children 
slept, usually on pallets on the fl oor, as had 
been the case in slavery. 
 Gradually, as black sharecroppers scraped 
together some savings, they improved their 

homes. By the end of the century, frame 
dwellings were more common, and many 
older log cabins had been covered with wood 
siding. The newer homes were generally 
larger, with wood fl oors, and often had at-
tached rooms such as a porch or kitchen. In 
addition, windows had glass panes, roofs were 
covered with shingles instead of planking, and 
stone and brick chimneys were less unusual.
 Without question, the cabins of black 
sharecroppers provided more space than the 
slave quarters had, and certainly more free-
dom and privacy. Still, they lacked many of 
the comforts that most white Americans 
took for granted. Such housing refl ected the 
continuing status of black sharecroppers as 
poverty-stricken laborers in a caste system 
based on race.

Chimneys on sharecroppers’ cabins were often titled deliberately so that they could be 
pushed away from the house quickly if they caught fi re.

 Planters and a New Way of Life  

 Planters’ 
New Values 

 Planters and other white southerners faced 
emancipation with dread. “All the tradi-
tions and habits of both races had been sud-

denly overthrown,” a Tennessee planter recalled, “and 
neither knew just what to do, or how to accommodate 
themselves to the new situation.” 
  The old ideal of a paternalistic planter, which required a 
facade of black subservience and aff ection, gave way to an 
emphasis on strictly economic relationships. Mary Jones, a 

Georgia slaveholder before the war who did more for her 
workers than the law required, lost all patience when two 
workers accused her of trickery and hauled her before a 
Freedmen’s Bureau agent, with whom she won her case. 
Upon returning home, she announced to the assembled 
freedpeople that “I have considered them friends and 
treated them as such but now they were only laborers un-
der contract, and only the law would rule between us.” Only 
with time did planters develop new norms and standards to 
judge black behavior. What in 1865 had seemed insolence 
was viewed by the 1870s as the normal attitude of freedom. 
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  Slavery had been a complex institution that welded 
black and white southerners together in intimate relation-
ships. After the war, however, planters increasingly em-
braced the ideology of segregation. Because emancipation 
signifi cantly reduced the social distance between the 
races, white southerners sought psychological separation 
and kept dealings with African Americans to a minimum. 
By the time Reconstruction ended, white planters had de-
veloped a new way of life based on the institutions of 
sharecropping and segregation and undergirded by a mili-
tant white supremacy. 
  Although most planters kept their land, they did not 
regain the economic prosperity of the prewar years. Rice 
plantations, unsuitable to tenant farming, largely disap-
peared after the war. In addition, southern cotton growers 
faced increased competition from new areas such as India, 
Egypt, and Brazil. Cotton prices began a long decline, and 
by 1880 the value of southern farms had slid 33 percent 
below the level of 1860.  

✔   R E V I E W 
 Why was the church and the school central to African-
American hopes after the Civil War? To what degree did 
working conditions for African Americans change?  

       THE ABANDONMENT 
OF RECONSTRUCT ION   
On Christmas Day 1875, a white acquaintance approached 
Charles Caldwell on the streets of Clinton, Mississippi, and 
invited him into Chilton’s store to have a drink to celebrate 
the holiday. A former slave, Caldwell was a state 
senator and the leader of the Republican party in 
Hinds County, Mississippi. But the black lead-
er’s fearlessness made him a marked man. 
Only two months earlier, he had been forced 
to fl ee the county to escape a white mob 
angry about a Republican barbecue he and 
his fellow Republicans had organized. For 
four days the mob hunted down and 
killed nearly 40 Republican leaders for 
presuming to hold a political meeting. De-
spite that hostility, Caldwell had returned 
to vote in the November state election. 
Even more boldly, he had led a black militia 
company through the streets to help quell 
the disturbances. Now, as Caldwell and his 
“friend” raised their glasses in a holiday toast, a 
gunshot exploded through the window. Caldwell 
collapsed, mortally wounded from a bullet to the 
back of his head. He was taken outside, where his 
assassins riddled his body with bullets. 
    Charles Caldwell shared the fate of more than a 
few southern black Republicans. Southern whites 

used violence, terror, and political assassination to chal-
lenge the federal government’s commitment to Recon-
struction. If northerners had boldly countered such 
terrorism, Reconstruction might have ended diff erently. 
But in the years following President Johnson’s impeach-
ment trial in 1868, the infl uence of Radical Republicans 
steadily waned. The Republican party was being drained 
of the crusading idealism that had stamped its early years. 

        The Election of Grant 
 Immensely popular after the war, Ulysses S. Grant was the 
natural choice of Republicans to run for president in 1868. 
Although Grant was elected, Republicans were shocked 
that despite his great military stature, his popular margin 
was only 300,000 votes. An estimated 450,000 black Re-
publican votes had been cast in the South, which meant 
that a majority of whites casting ballots had voted Demo-
cratic. The 1868 election helped convince Republican lead-
ers that an amendment securing black suff rage throughout 
the nation was necessary.  

 Fifteenth 
Amendment 

 In February 1869 Congress sent the Fif-
teenth Amendment to the states for ratifi ca-
tion. It forbade any state to deny the right to 

vote on grounds of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. Some Radicals had hoped to forbid literacy or 
property requirements to protect blacks further. Others 
wanted a simple declaration that all adult male citizens 
had the right to vote. But the moderates in the party were 
aware that many northerners were increasingly worried 
about the number of immigrants who were again entering 
the country and wanted to be able to restrict their voting. 
As a result, the fi nal amendment left loopholes that eventu-

ally allowed southern states to  disfranchise  African 
Americans. The amendment was ratifi ed in March 

1870, aided by the votes of the four southern 
states that had not completed the process of 

Reconstruction and thus were also required 
to endorse this amendment before being 
readmitted to Congress.   

 Women’s 
Suffrage 
Rejected 

 Proponents of wom-
en’s suff rage were gravely 
disappointed when Con-
gress refused to prohibit 

voting discrimination on the basis of 
sex as well as race. The Women’s Loyal 
League, led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Susan B. Anthony, had pressed for 

fi rst the Fourteenth and then the Fifteenth 
Amendment to recognize women’s public 

role. But even most Radicals, contending 
that black rights had to be ensured fi rst, were 

unwilling to back women’s suff rage. The Fif-
teenth Amendment ruptured the feminist move-
ment. Although disappointed that women were 
not included in its provisions, Lucy Stone and 
the American Woman Suff rage Association urged 

| Lucy Stone, a 
major fi gure in 
the women’s 
rights 
movement.
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 Nor was Congress immune from the lowered tone of 
public life. In such a climate ruthless state machines, led 
by men who favored the status quo, came to dominate the 
party. Offi  ce and power became ends in themselves, and 
party leaders worked in close cooperation with northern 
industrial interests. The few Radicals still active in public 
life increasingly repudiated Grant and the   Republican 
governments in the South. Congress in 1872 passed an 
amnesty act, removing the restrictions of the Fourteenth 
Amendment on offi  ceholding except for about 200 to 300 
ex-Confederate leaders. 

 As corruption in both the North and the South wors-
ened, reformers became more interested in cleaning up 
government than in protecting blacks’ rights. These lib-
eral Republicans opposed the continued presence of the 

 ratifi cation. Stanton and Anthony, however, broke with 
their former allies among the Radicals, denounced the 
amendment, and organized the National Woman Suff rage 
Association to work for passage of a new amendment giv-
ing women the ballot. The division hampered the wom-
en’s rights movement for decades to come. 

    The Grant Administration 
 Ulysses Grant was ill at ease with the political process. His 
simple, quiet manner, while superb for commanding 
armies, did not serve him as well in public life, and his 
well-known resolution withered when he was uncertain of 
his goal. Also, he lacked the moral commitment to make 
Reconstruction succeed.  
 Corruption 
under Grant 

 A series of scandals wracked Grant’s 
presidency. Although Grant did not profi t 
personally, he remained loyal to his 

friends and displayed little zeal to root out wrongdoing. 
His relatives were implicated in a scheme to corner the 
gold market, and his private secretary escaped conviction 
for stealing federal whiskey revenues only because Grant 
interceded on his behalf. His secretary of war resigned to 
avoid impeachment. 
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| From the beginning of Reconstruction, African Americans demanded 
the right to vote as free citizens. The Fifteenth Amendment, ratifi ed 
in 1870, secured that right for black males. In New York, black citizens 
paraded in support of Ulysses S. Grant for president. Parades played a 
central role in campaigning: this parade exhibits the usual banners, 
fl ags, costumes, and a band. Blacks in both the North and the South 
voted solidly for the Republican party as the party of Lincoln and 
emancipation, although white violence in the South increasingly 
reduced black turnout.
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railroads, streetcars, and public accommodations in both 
sections were desegregated after the bill passed, the fed-
eral government made little attempt to enforce the law, 
and it was ignored throughout most of the South. In 1883 
the Supreme Court struck down its provisions except the 
one relating to juries. 
  Despite passage of the Civil Rights Act, many northern-
ers were growing disillusioned with Reconstruction. They 
were repelled by the corruption of the southern govern-
ments, they were tired of the violence and disorder in the 
South, and they had little faith in black Americans. “We 
have tried this long enough,” remarked one infl uential 
northern Republican of Reconstruction. “Now let the 
South alone.”   

 Depression 
and 
Democratic 
Resurgence 

 As the agony of the war became more 
distant, the Panic of 1873 diverted public 
attention from Reconstruction to economic 
issues. In the severe depression that fol-
lowed over the next four years, some 3 mil-

lion people found themselves out of work. Congress 
became caught up in the question of whether printing 
greenbacks would help the economy prosper. Battered by 
the panic and the corruption issue, the Republicans lost a 
shocking 77 seats in Congress in the 1874 elections, and 
along with them control of the House of Representatives 
for the fi rst time since 1861. “The truth is our people are 
tired out with the worn out cry of ‘Southern outrages’!!” 
one Republican concluded. “Hard times and heavy taxes 
make them wish the ‘ever lasting nigger’ were in hell or 
Africa.” Republicans spoke more and more about cutting 
loose the unpopular southern governments. 

    The Triumph 
of White Supremacy 
 As northern commitment to Reconstruction waned, south-
ern Democrats set out to overthrow the remaining Radical 
governments. White Republicans already in the South felt 
heavy pressure to desert their party. In Mississippi one 
party member justifi ed his decision to leave on the 
grounds that otherwise he would have “to live a life of so-
cial oblivion” and his children would have no future. 
  Racism  To poor white southerners who lacked 

social standing, the Democratic appeal to 
racial solidarity off ered great comfort. As one explained, “I 
may be poor and my manners may be crude, but . . . be-
cause I am a white man, I have a right to be treated with 

army in the South, denounced the corruption of southern 
governments as well as the national government, and ad-
vocated free trade and civil service reform. In 1872 they 
broke with the Republican party and nominated for presi-
dent Horace Greeley, the editor of the New York Tribune. A 
onetime Radical, Greeley had become disillusioned with 
Reconstruction and urged a restoration of home rule in 
the South as well as adoption of civil service reform. Dem-
ocrats decided to back the Liberal Republican ticket. The 
Republicans renominated Grant, who, despite the defec-
tion of a number of prominent Radicals, won an easy vic-
tory with 56 percent of the popular vote. 

    Growing Northern 
Disillusionment  
 Civil Rights 
Act of 1875 

 During Grant’s second term, Congress 
passed the Civil Rights Act of 1875, the last 
major piece of Reconstruction legislation. 

This law prohibited racial discrimination in all public ac-
commodations, transportation, places of amusement, and 
juries. At the same time, Congress rejected a ban on segre-
gation in public schools, which was almost universally 
practiced in the North as well as the South. Although some 

| Grant swings from a trapeze while supporting a number of 
associates accused of corruption. Among those holding on are 
Secretary of the Navy George M. Robeson (top center), who was 
accused of accepting bribes for awarding navy contracts; Secretary 
of War William W. Belknap (top right), who was forced to resign for 
selling Indian post traderships; and the president’s private secretary, 
Orville Babcock (bottom right), who was implicated in the Whiskey 
Ring scandal. Although not personally involved in the scandals during 
his administration, Grant was reluctant to dismiss supporters accused 
of wrongdoing from offi  ce.
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in every black home they could reach and 
demanding all fi rearms. Other times the vio-
lence was direct: beatings and executions—
again, heightened by the dark of night. 
 Congress fi nally moved to break the 
power of the Klan with the Force Act of 
1870 and the Ku Klux Klan Act of 1871. 
These laws made it a felony to interfere 
with the right to vote; they also authorized 
use of the army and suspension of the writ 
of habeas corpus. The Grant administra-
tion eventually suspended the writ of ha-
beas corpus in nine South Carolina 
counties and arrested hundreds of sus-
pected Klan members throughout the 
South. Although these actions weakened 
the Klan, terrorist organizations continued 
to operate underground.   

Mississippi 
Plan

 Then in 1875 Democrats 
inaugurated what became 
known as the Mississippi 

Plan, the decision to use as much violence 
as necessary to carry the state election. 
Several local papers trumpeted, “Carry the 
election peaceably if we can, forcibly if we 
must.” When Republican governor Adel-
bert Ames requested federal troops to stop 
the violence, Grant’s advisers warned that 
sending troops to Mississippi would cost 
the party the Ohio election. In the end the 
administration told Ames to depend on his 
own forces. Bolstered by terrorism, the 
Democrats swept the election in Missis-
sippi. Violence and intimidation prevented 
as many as 60,000 black and white Repub-

licans from voting, converting the normal Republican ma-
jority into a Democratic majority of 30,000. Mississippi 
had been “redeemed.”   

         The Disputed Election of 1876 
 With Republicans on the defensive across the nation, the 
1876 presidential election was crucial to the fi nal over-
throw of Reconstruction. The Republicans nominated 
Ohio governor Rutherford B. Hayes to oppose Samuel 
Tilden of New York. Once again, violence prevented 
many Republican votes, this time an estimated quarter 
of a million, from being cast in the South. Tilden had a 
clear majority of 250,000 in the popular vote, but the 
outcome in the Electoral College was in doubt because 
both parties claimed South Carolina, Florida, and Louisi-
ana, the only reconstructed states still in Republican 
hands. Hayes needed all three states to be elected, for 
even without them, Tilden had amassed 184 electoral 
votes, one short of a majority. Republican canvassing 
boards in power disqualifi ed enough Democratic votes to 
give each state to Hayes. 

respect by Negroes. . . . That I am poor is 
not as important as that I am a white man; 
and no Negro is ever going to forget that 
he is not a white man.” The large landown-
ers and other wealthy groups that led 
southern Democrats objected less to black 
southerners voting. These well-to-do lead-
ers did not face social and economic com-
petition from African Americans, and in 
any case, they were confi dent that if out-
side infl uences were removed, they could 
control the black vote.  

 Democrats also resorted to economic 
pressure to undermine Republican power. 
In heavily black counties, white observers 
at the polls took down the names of black 
residents who cast Republican ballots and 
published them in local newspapers. Plant-
ers were urged to discharge black tenants 
who persisted in voting Republican. But 
terror and violence provided the most 
 eff ective means to overthrow the Radical 
regimes. A number of paramilitary organi-
zations broke up Republican meetings, ter-
rorized white and black Republicans, 
assassinated Republican leaders, and pre-
vented black citizens from voting. The 
most famous was the Ku Klux Klan, 
founded in 1866 in Tennessee. It and simi-
lar groups functioned as unoffi  cial arms of 
the Democratic party. 

Contesting 
the Night

 In the war for su-
premacy, contesting 
control of the night 

was of paramount concern to both south-
ern whites and blacks. Before emancipation, masters at-
tempted to control the nighttime hours, with a system of 
passes and patrols that chased slaves who went hunting or 
tried to sneak a visit to a family member at a neighboring 
plantation. For slaves the night provided precious hours 
not devoted to work: time to read, to meet for worship, 
school, or dancing. During Reconstruction, African Ameri-
cans actively took back the night for a host of activities, 
including a custom that white Americans had enjoyed 
since the beginning of the republic: torchlight political 
parades. In Holly Springs, Mississippi, hundreds, even 
thousands of black citizens fi lled the streets during cam-
paigns, holding aloft torches and “transparencies”—pictures 
painted on thin cloth, 10 to 12 feet long—the entire scene lit 
in an eerie, fl ickering glow. 
  Part of the Klan’s mission was to recoup this contested 
ground and to limit the ability of African Americans to use 
the night as they pleased. Sometimes the Klan’s threat of 
violence was indirect: one or two riders galloping through 
black neighborhoods rattling fences with lances. Other 
times several “dens” of the KKK might gather to ride from 
plantation to plantation over the course of a night, stopping 

| This campaign badge from 1868 
made the sentiments of white 
Democrats clear.
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southern Democrats on February 26 at the Wormley Hotel 
in Washington. There they reached an informal under-
standing, later known as the Compromise of 1877. Hayes’s 
supporters agreed to withdraw federal troops from the 
South and not oppose the new Democratic state govern-
ments. For their part, southern Democrats dropped their 
opposition to Hayes’s election and pledged to respect the 
rights of African Americans.   

  To arbitrate the disputed returns, Congress established 
a 15-member electoral commission: 5 members each from 
the Senate, the House, and the Supreme Court. By a 
straight party vote of 8–7, the commission awarded the 
disputed electoral votes—and the presidency—to Hayes.  

Compromise 
of 1877

When angry Democrats threatened a fi li-
buster to prevent the electoral votes from 
being counted, key Republicans met with 

H I S TO R I A N ’ S  TO O L B OX

DRESSED TO KILL

Why wear a hooded mask? Does the advertisement 
suggest more than one reason?

The costumes of Ku Klux Klan night 
riders—pointed hoods and white sheets—

have become a staple of history books. But 
why use such outlandish disguises? To hide 
the identity of members, according to some 
accounts, or to terrorize freedpeople into 
thinking they were being menaced by 
Confederate ghosts. One historian has sug-
gested that KKK performances took their 
cues from American popular culture: the 
costumes of Mardi Gras and similar carni-

vals, as well as minstrel shows. In behaving 
like carnival revelers, KKK members may 
have hoped to lull Northern authorities into 
viewing the night rides as humorous pranks, 
not a threat to Radical rule. For southern 
white Democrats the theatrical night rides 
helped overturn the social order of Recon-
struction, just as carousers at carnivals dis-
rupted the night. The ritual garb provided 
seemingly innocent cover for a campaign of 
intimidation that often turned deadly.

Thinking Critically
In what ways does the advertisement speak of 
experiences both frightening and humorous? 
In terms of popular culture, do modern horror 
fi lms sometimes combine both terror and hu-
mor? Assess how this dynamic of horror and 
jest might have worked in terms of the diff er-
ent groups—white northerners, white south-
erners, African Americans—perceiving the 
Klan’s activities.

Klan members drawn for Harper’s weekly Magazine,  1868

Advertisement for a 
minstrel  show, 1864
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End of the 
Davis Bend 
Experiment

  But this was a struggle left to future re-
formers. For the time being, the clear trend 
was away from change or hope—especially 
for former slaves like Benjamin Montgom-

ery and his sons, the owners of the old Davis plantations in 
Mississippi. In the 1870s bad crops, lower cotton prices, and 
falling land values undermined the Montgomerys’ fi nancial 
position, and in 1875 Jeff erson Davis sued to have the sale 
of Brierfi eld invalidated. A lower court ruled against him, 
since he had never received legal title to the plantation. 
Davis appealed to the state supreme court, which, following 
the overthrow of Mississippi’s Radical government, had a 
white conservative majority. In a politically motivated deci-
sion, the court awarded Brierfi eld to Davis in 1878, and the 
Montgomerys lost Hurricane as well. Reconstruction was 
over and done, along with the hopes that came with it.  

✔  R E V I E W 
 What factors in the North and the South led the federal 
government to abandon Reconstruction in the South?        

Redeemers 
Take Control

 Without federal support, the Republican 
governments in South Carolina and Louisi-
ana promptly collapsed, and Democrats 

took control of the remaining states of the Confederacy. 
By 1877, the entire South was in the hands of the  Redeem-
ers , as they called themselves. Reconstruction and Repub-
lican rule had come to an end. 

 The Failure of Reconstruction 
 Reconstruction failed for a multitude of reasons. The re-
forming impulse that had created the Republican party 
in the 1850s had been battered and worn down by the 
war. The new materialism of industrial America inspired 
in many Americans a jaded cynicism about the corrup-
tion of the age and a desire to forget uncomfortable is-
sues. In the South, African-American voters and leaders 
inevitably lacked a certain amount of education and ex-
perience; elsewhere, Republicans were divided over poli-
cies and options. 
  Yet beyond these obstacles, the sad fact remains that 
the ideals of Reconstruction were most clearly defeated by 
the deep-seated racism that permeated American life. Rac-
ism was why the white South so unrelentingly resisted 
Reconstruction. Racism was why most white northerners 
had little interest in black rights except as a means to pre-
serve the Union or to safeguard the Republic. Racism was 
why northerners were willing to write off  Reconstruction 
and with it the welfare of African Americans. While Con-
gress might pass a constitutional amendment abolishing 
slavery, it could not overturn at a stroke the social habits 
of two centuries. 
  Certainly the political equations of power, in the long 
term, had been changed. The North had fought fi ercely dur-
ing the war to preserve the Union. In doing so, it had se-
cured the power to dominate the economic and political 
destiny of the nation. With the overthrow of Reconstruc-
tion, the white South had won back some of the power it 
had lost in 1865. But even with white supremacy trium-
phant, African Americans did not return to the social posi-
tion they had occupied before the war. They were no longer 
slaves, and black southerners who walked dusty roads in 
search of family members, sent their children to school, or 
worshiped in churches they controlled knew what a mo-
mentous change emancipation was. Even under the exploit-
ative sharecropping system, black income rose signifi cantly 
in freedom. Then, too, the Fourteenth Amendment princi-
ples of “equal protection” and “due process of law” had been 
written into the Constitution. These guarantees would be 
available for later generations to use in championing once 
again the Radicals’ goal of racial equality. 
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Rutherford B. Hayes 185 (50) 4,034,311

(Republican) 
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Samuel J. Tilden  184 (50) 4,288,546 

(Democrat) 
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R E V I E W
Major Players in Reconstruction

Radical Republicans  Advocated rights for freedpeople; believed Congess 
should set terms of Reconstruction

Moderate Republicans  Looked to bar Confederates from regaining power and to 
give slaves federal protection, but did not favor racial equality

African-American offi  cials  15–20 percent of state offi  ce-holders, 6 percent of members of 
Congress; generally more conservative than rural southern blacks

Scalawags  White southern Republicans; mostly yeoman farmers from upland 
counties; looked to restore prosperity, build railroads and 
schools

Carpetbaggers  White northerners in the South; made up a small percentage 
of Republican voters but held disproportionate number of 
political offi  ces

Teachers, Freedmen’s At fi rst, northern middle-class white women sent by 
Bureau Schools  missionary societies; by 1869 black teachers made up a 
 majority

Ministers, African-American Community leaders; black churches spread widely in 
churches  the South after the war

White planters  Most did not regain prewar prosperity; developed a new way of 
life based on sharecropping and segregation

Redeemers  White Democrats who ousted Reconstruction governments; KKK 
and other paramilitary organizations used force to achieve their 
goals
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     CHAPTER SUMMARY 
 Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnson and the 
Republican-dominated Congress each developed a program of 
Reconstruction to restore the Confederate states to the Union.  

  ■   Lincoln’s 10 percent plan required that 10 percent of quali-
fi ed voters from 1860 swear an oath of loyalty to begin orga-
nizing state government.  

■   Following Lincoln’s assassination, Andrew Johnson changed 
Lincoln’s terms and lessened Reconstruction’s requirements.  

■   The more radical Congress repudiated Johnson’s state gov-
ernments and enacted its own program of Reconstruction, 
which included the principle of black suff rage.  

    • Congress passed the Fourteenth and Fifteenth 
Amendments and also extended the life of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau, a unique experiment in social welfare.  

    • Congress rejected land reform, however, which would have 
provided the freedpeople with a greater economic stake.  

    • The eff ort to remove Johnson from offi  ce through im-
peachment failed.    

■   The Radical governments in the South, led by black and 
white southerners and transplanted northerners, compiled a 
mixed record on matters such as racial equality, education, 
economic issues, and corruption.  

  ■   Reconstruction was a time of both joy and frustration for 
former slaves.  

    • Former slaves took steps to reunite their families and es-
tablish black-controlled churches.  

T H E  W O R L D  A T  L A R G E

CONCLUSION

The waning days of Reconstruction were fi lled with such iro-
nies: of governments “redeemed” by violence and Supreme 
Court decisions using Fourteenth Amendment rights to protect 
giant corporations rather than individual African Americans. 
Increasingly, the industrial North focused on the economic 
task of integrating the South and West into the Union. 
Northern factories sought southern and western raw materials 
(cotton, timber, cattle, and minerals) to produce goods to sell 
in national and international markets.

This trend was global in scope. During the coming decades 
European nations also scrambled to acquire natural resources 
and markets. In the onrushing age of imperialism, Western 
nations would seek to dominate newly acquired colonies in 
Africa and Asia. There would be gold rushes in South Africa as 
well as in the United States, vast cattle ranches in Argentina 
and Canada as well as across the American Great Plains. 
Farmers would open up lands in New Zealand and Australia 
as well as in Oklahoma and Wyoming. And just as racism re-
placed slavery as the central justifi cation for white supremacy 
in the South, it promoted the campaigns against Indians and 
Hispanics in the West and in a belief in “inferior races” to be 
swept aside by imperialists all across the world. The ideal of a 
truly diverse and democratic society remained largely un-
sought and unfulfi lled. �

Significant Events

1864

Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Tennessee establish gov-
ernments under Lincoln’s 
Reconstruction plan

Black codes enacted

1865 –1866 1865

Freedmen’s Bureau established; 
Johnson becomes president; presi-
dential Reconstruction completed; 
Thirteenth Amendment ratifi ed

1866 1867–1868

Constitutional 
convention in the 
South; Blacks 
vote in southern 
elections

Civil rights bill passed 
over Johnson’s veto; 
Memphis and New 
Orleans riots; Ku Klux 
Klan organized
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    • They evidenced a widespread desire for land and 
 education.  

    • Black resistance to the old system of labor led to the adop-
tion of sharecropping.  

    • The Freedmen’s Bureau fostered these new working ar-
rangements and also the beginnings of black education in 
the South. 

 ■   Northern public opinion became disillusioned with 
Reconstruction during the presidency of Ulysses S. Grant.    

  ■   Southern whites used violence, economic coercion, and rac-
ism to overthrow the Republican state governments.  

  ■   In 1877 Republican leaders agreed to end Reconstruction in 
exchange for Rutherford B. Hayes’s election as president.  

■   Racism played a key role in the eventual failure of 
Reconstruction.     

ADDIT IONAL  READING 
Historians’ views of Reconstruction have dramatically 
changed over the past half century. Modern studies off er a more 
sympathetic assessment of Reconstruction and the experience 
of African Americans. Indicative of this trend is Eric Foner, 
Reconstruction  (1988), and his briefer treatment (with photo-
graphic essays by   Joshua Brown)  Forever Free: the Story of 
Emancipation and Reconstruction  (2005). Michael Les Benedict 
treats the clash between Andrew Johnson and Congress in  The 

Impeachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson  (1973). Political af-
fairs in the South during Reconstruction are examined in Dan 
T. Carter,  When the War Was Over  (1985), and Thomas Holt, 
 Black over White  (1977), an imaginative study of black political 
leadership in South Carolina. Hans Trefousse,  Thaddeus 
Stevens: Nineteenth-Century Egalitarian  (1997), provides a sym-
pathetic reassessment of the infl uential Radical Republican. 
  Leon Litwack,  Been in the Storm So Long  (1979), sensitively 
analyzes the transition of enslaved African Americans to free-
dom. Heather Andrea Williams,  Self-Taught: African American 
Education in Slavery and Freedom  (2005), illustrates the black 
drive for literacy and education. James L. Roark,  Masters with-
out Slaves  (1977), discusses former slaveholders’ adjustment to 
the end of slavery. The dialectic of black-white relations is 
charted from the antebellum years through Reconstruction and 
beyond in Steven Hahn,  A Nation under Our Feet: Black Political 
Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the Great Migration  
(2003). Two excellent studies of changing labor relations in 
southern agriculture are Julie Saville,  The Work of Reconstruction  
(1995), and John C. Rodrigue,  Reconstruction in  the Cane Fields 
(2001). For contrasting views of the Freedman’s Bureau see 
George R. Bentley,  A History of the Freedman’s Bureau  (1955)—
favorable—and Donald Nieman,  To Set the Law in Motion  
(1979)—more critical. William Gillette,  Retreat from Reconstruction, 
1869–1879  (1980), focuses on national politics and the end of 
Reconstruction; Michael Perman,  The Road to Redemption  
(1984), looks at developments in the South. 
  For a fuller list of readings, see the Bibliography at 
www.mhhe.com/eh7e.                     

1870

Congressional 
Reconstruction 
enacted; Tenure 
of Offi  ce Act 
passed

1867

Johnson impeached but 
acquitted; Fourteenth 
Amendment ratifi ed; Grant 
elected president 

1868 1876

Compromise of 
1877; Hayes declared 
winner of electoral 
vote; last Republi-
can governments in 
South fall

1877

Civil Rights Act; 
Mississippi Plan

1875

Fifteenth 
Amendment 
ratifi ed

Disputed 
Hayes-Tilden 
election
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