
Part I Introduction to Law
Chapter 1—Evolution of Engineering and Law

1.1. Define “law.”

1.2. Briefly define each of these terms: (a) municipal law, (b) substantive law,

(c) constitutional law, (d) international law, (e) criminal law, (f) administrative law, (g) maritime law, (h) commercial law.

1.3. Under what circumstances may an engineer or architect have occasion to deal with lawyers?

1.4. In what kinds of legal proceedings might an engineer or architect be involved?

Chapter 2—Legal Systems in the United States and the World
2.1. Define and illustrate “statute law.”

2.2. Define and illustrate “common law.”

2.3. What constitutes the written law of the United States?

2.4. What is the United States Code?

2.5. Explain the effect of court decisions upon both statute law and common law.

2.6. Can statute law change a common law principle?

2.7. Define “equity.”

2.8. List several of the remedies available in equity.

2.9. What is the supreme law of the land?

2.10. Is the common law uniform throughout the United States? Explain.

Chapter 3—Substantive v. Procedural Law
3.1. What is the purpose of evidence?

3.2. Explain direct evidence.

3.3. What is circumstantial evidence? When may it be necessary? What are the weaknesses and dangers connected therewith?

3.4. Explain (a) how evidence may be relevant, (b) how it may be irrelevant.

3.5. What is the meaning of “weight” of evidence?

3.6. What qualities of a witness should be examined when judging his testimony?

3.7. What is “opinion” evidence? Under what circumstances is it admissible?

3.8. Who determines the weight, or credibility, of evidence?

3.9. What is meant by the “best” evidence? What part does the best-evidence rule play in a trial?

3.10. What is “secondary” evidence? Illustrate.

3.11. Compare written with oral (parol) evidence with respect to the value of each and the role each fills.

3.12. What is meant by “burden of proof”? Which party assumes it?

3.13. What is “hearsay” evidence? When is it admissible?

3.14. What is meant by “competency” of evidence?

3.15. What is meant by “material” evidence?

3.16. Define “testimonial” evidence.

3.17. What is “real” evidence? Illustrate.

3.18. What is “documentary” evidence? Illustrate.

3.19. May a computer simulation of an event be offered as evidence?

3.20. What is the standard for admission of technical or scientific evidence?

3.21. Differentiate between the functions of a judge and the functions of a jury.

3.22. What is the judge’s “charge” to the jury?

3.23. What is meant by “judicial notice”? Illustrate.

3.24. Who determines the “credibility” of a witness?

3.25. What is the significance of a “conclusive” presumption? How does it operate?

3.26. What is “rebuttal”? Illustrate.

3.27. Who passes upon the competency of a prospective witness?

3.28. What are “privileged communications”? Can the privileged party be forced to divulge such communications in court? May he or she do so voluntarily?

3.29. What factors might make a prospective witness incompetent?

3.30. List several exceptions to the hearsay rule.

3.31. Explain “declarations against interest” and comment on their admissibility.

3.32. Illustrate a situation in which a “book entry” would constitute proper evidence.

3.33. What purpose may admissions and confessions serve in a court case?

3.34. Indicate the circumstances under which an expert may testify (a) as to facts, (b) as to conclusions.

3.35. A witness said, “Mrs. Jones told me that her husband had willed all of his property to her.” Do you think that such a statement is admissible as evidence in a suit by other relatives who claimed a share in the estate, since no will made by Mr. Jones was found? Explain.

Chapter 4—Systems of Courts

4.1. Describe the setup and general operation of the federal courts and of state courts.

4.2. Define “owner,” “engineer,” and “contractor” as used in contract documents.

4.3. What are the engineer’s responsibilities in handling contract work for the owner?

4.4. Why may some knowledge of the law be helpful to an engineer?
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