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P R E F A C E

The seventh edition of Contracts and the Legal Environment for Engineers & Architects 

has been written for students of engineering and architecture and for practicing design 

professionals. This edition has been completely updated in recognition of the dynamic 

changes in the law in recent years, and every effort has been made to provide current 

and accurate information. One must be aware, however, that the changes continue, that 

rules vary from state to state, and that every rule has exceptions. Thus, neither this nor 

any other text is a substitute for a lawyer’s help. Our expectation is that a study of this 

text will enable readers to recognize when they need that help.

The material in this seventh edition has been reorganized and expanded into seven 

parts:

• Part I discusses the basic principles of the law and court systems in both the 

United States and globally.

• Part II explains the basic principals of contracts.

• Part III discusses the relationships of individuals and society focusing upon 

such areas as agency, partnerships, corporations, insurance, and governmental 

regulations.

• Part IV explains the basic principals of tort law including concepts of negligence 

and product liability.

• Part V explains the basic principals of property ranging from real property to 

intellectual property.

• Part VI discusses how all these principals of law impact the daily practice of a 

design professional involved in a construction project ranging from the bidding 

process to the writing of specifi cations to considerations of building codes and 

other governmental regulations.

• Finally, Part VII discusses the role of the design professional in litigation.

As engineers and architects gain experience and progress in a leadership capacity, 

they will often need to acquire a knowledge of basic legal principles, particularly in the 

area of contracts and specifi cations. We hope to introduce the readers to some of the 

legal problems that are likely to arise, to the end that they will then be able to recognize 

the occasions when a lawyer’s aid is needed, and will thus be in a position to cooperate 

with attorneys with whom they are working. We have not tried so much to teach the 

current law, rules, and regulations to those who read these pages, but rather to create an 

awareness and appreciation of how the law operates, where it has come from and where 

it may be going, and the more or less typical questions that arise when engineering and 

law interact.

In an effort to minimize diffi culties arising from the use of unfamiliar terminol-

ogy, we have included a glossary of legal terms, which should be consulted when the 

technical word or phrase employed is not immediately defi ned, and have attempted to 

state legal principles simply and clearly, rather than to quote extensively from court 

decisions or complicated documents. Court cases have been used as references, and, 

to a much greater extent in this edition, points are clarifi ed by means of illustrations 
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gathered from the practice of design and from actual construction contracts. Fictitious 

names have been used in some of the cases used to illustrate an issue.

Apart from source material acknowledged as such, it is conceivable that an occa-

sional statement or passage in the text will appear to have been taken directly from 

another publication. Any such circumstances are entirely unintentional. It can readily 

be appreciated from the nature of the subject that it is virtually impossible to avoid 

defi ning some technical terms, or once in a while describing a rule of law, in language 

that closely resembles that employed by other writers in the fi eld. There are, after all, 

a limited number of ways in which to discuss the basic legal principles that have been 

known, applied, and talked about for many years.

Technology such as CAD, fax machines, and biotechnology advance much more 

quickly than does the law, and their exact impact on law is impossible to predict. To the 

extent possible, the seventh edition attempts to incorporate such advances in such areas 

as contract formation, contract drawings, and intellectual property. Readers are encour-

aged to speculate on the law’s likely evolution in the future as technology advances.

The website that accompanies this text can be found at www.mhhe.com/bockrath. 

Assets on this site include:

• Footnotes as referenced throughout the textbook. These will be periodically 

updated as new court cases are reported.

• Answers to end-of-chapter questions.

• Mapping of seventh edition to sixth edition chapters and sections for faculty 

course syllabus development.

• Errata.

Electronic Textbook Option
This text is offered through CourseSmart for both instructors and students. CourseSmart 

is an online resource where students can purchase the complete text online at almost 

half the cost of a traditional text. Purchasing the eTextbook allows students to take 

advantage of CourseSmart’s web tools for learning, which include full text search, 

notes and highlighting, and email tools for sharing notes between classmates. To 

learn more about CourseSmart options, contact your sales representative or visit 

www.CourseSmart.com.

Joseph T. Bockrath

Fredric L. Plotnick
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