                              Update XXV 

The Morality of Journalism

 Some Examples for Students 

The beginning of the semester might be a good time to show students how reporters strive to get the story.  The Summer 2006 issue of Nieman Reports is devoted to journalists who have exhibited courage in their reporting.  Journalists have risked kidnapping, imprisonment, torture, beatings, murder to do their job. 

Robert Cox, editor of the Buenos Aires Herald, describes his expectation that he would be murdered for his coverage of Argentine’s “dirty war” during which the government’s security forces tortured and murdered political opponents. He describes going to a jail where a huge swastika covered an entire wall with “Nazi-Nacionalism” written under it. In Spain, Jose A. Martinez-Soler was viciously tortured by Francisco Franco’s police. Lucky journalists only had their presses burned, their offices torched.


Janine di Giovanni, who has covered several wars and conflicts, writes, “Courage is the man who drove through Russian tanks to bring me out of Grozny after he heard my newspaper reports on Russian television, and he knew that if Russian soldiers found me they would probably kill me.”



 Courageous Reporters Cover the Civil Rights Batttles 

Gene Roberts and Hank Klibanoff write about the “small group of liberal and moderate Southern editors, probably no more than 20 at any one time, who risked the anger of their readers as well as circulation and advertiser boycotts to urge compliance  with the Supreme Court’s school desegregation decisions of 1954 and 1955.”   This was a period of “murderous Southern resistance to the civil rights movement,” the historian Sean Wilentz says.

 Roberts and Klibanoff write:
There may never have been a time in our nation’s history when more journalistic courage was shown than in the civil rights era if the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s.  The presence of Southern editors willing to display dissent against rising mob madness emboldened national leaders—presidents, congresses, religious figures, corporate executives and, especially, black civil rights leaders—to press for change.  The bravery of reporters and photographers drove them to penetrate the South to see firsthand—and, more importantly, to show—the raw grip of white supremacy on an entire region of the country.

This is the journalistic legacy your students inherit. 

The Nieman Foundation at One Francis Avenue, Cambridge, MA   02138 would  be happy  to send you a copy of this issue. 


And a Warning

Some instructors begin their first-year reporting and writing course with a few words  about plagiarizing and fabricating news stories and features.  You might want to describe the rise and fall of Janet Cooke as proof that it doesn’t pay to cheat.

Here’s the lead she wrote 25 years ago for The Washington Post:
  

Jimmy is 8 years old and a third-generation heroin

                  addict, a precocious little boy with sandy hair, velvety brown 


      eyes and needle marks freckling the baby-smooth skin


      of his thin brown arms.


This began the story of “Jimmy’s World,” a story so well-written that it won a Pulitzer Prize, and so fictionalized that the Prize was rescinded when Cooke’s fabrication was revealed. 
In Love with Jargon and the Vernacular
Sports Writers: Major Abusers of the Language

The head of a journalism sequence at a major university says that most of his students are interested in sports and entertainment reporting. Trouble ahead, at least for the sports enthusiasts, for these students are the most likely to pepper their copy with jargon and the vernacular. 
           Jargon is language of a specialized group.  Vernacular usually refers to speech patterns used by people in a specific community

            Sometimes, the vernacular works:  Ford to City: Drop Dead.  Had President Ford, a stolid fellow, switched personalities?  No, not to New Yorkers, who took in stride this headline in the New York Daily News over a story that the president had denied federal help to New York as it was teetering on the edge of bankruptcy.  But had newspaper readers in Duluth or Atlanta seen the head they might have wondered whether Ford had suddenly developed a blood lust. 

Stanley Woodward, the legendary city editor of The New York Herald-Tribune, wore out No. 2 pencils on sports copy. He hated the stories in which reporters made heroes out of athletes.  “Will you please stop godding up these ball players,” he would plead.  And he hated jargon.  Gary Gilson, who runs the Minnesota News Council, recalled for me the day Woodward read a baseball game story in which the reporter wrote that a batter had belted a home run.  Woodward tore off his belt and swung it around the reporter’s desk, shouting.  “You ever see a guy hit a ball out of the park with one of these?”
 Depth Reporting
Interpretation and Explanation Essential


When Pope Benedict XVI visited Poland, Ian Fisher in The New York Times quoted the Pope on his arrival: “Our journey together will be inspired by the motto: Stand firm in your faith.”  Fisher also described the arrival scene, “the wind whipping the Polish and Vatican flags…Poles lined the streets for several miles from the airport to downtown as Benedict passed in his popemobile,” and he quoted one of them: “I have to see him in person to fall in love with him.”


Fisher called on his background knowledge to point out that Benedict “did not kiss the tarmac, as John Paul had, and Benedict’s welcome was perhaps not as rapturous,” and he wrote that “the trip also underscores one of Benedict’s longtime concerns: the increasing secularization of Europe. 


“Poland, a large and dynamic nation with nearly 40 million people, is an exception—an almost entirely Catholic country where people still attend Mass more frequently than those in most other European countries.  It thus represents something of a religious counterweight of faith on the Continent—a status that Benedict is urging Poles not to give up as their country grows richer and as their memory of communism, and the church’s opposition to it, fades.”


You might want to use this as an example of how a reporter blends observations with background knowledge to produce an informative news story.  
 One Plus, One Minus
 New J&MC Educator Editor Undertakes Changes


Dane S. Claussen of Point Park University writes in his first issue as editor of J&MC Educator that he will add some innovations to the journal, among them letters to the editor.  

 It will be interesting to see whether Professor Claussen will see fit to publish the letter a reviewer sent to the journal’s book editor, Don Heider, asking that J&MC Educator carry a clarification of a section of the review that was in error. The reviewer surveyed journalism textbooks and their costs, misstating the cost of my textbook, News Reporting and Writing.

 Heider did not deny that the published material was erroneous but refused to honor the reviewer’s request.   His refusal revives old-time journalistic hubris when journalists never admitted mistakes. One of their techniques was the rowback, which was employed ingeniously at the old United Press.  Rather than admit the error, the reporter would concoct a story that corrected the erroneous one without admitting the error or taking responsibility for the error.  

Publications later found a simpler method of coping. They ignored requests for corrections. Reminds me of the time I wrote the editor of J&MC Educator that one of his authors had confused Tom Dewey (whose great achievement was blowing the presidential election to Harry Truman in l948) with John Dewey, the eminent American philosopher. I don’t recall any correction. 



Corrections Commonplace Today 
 These days, corrections and clarifications abound.  The New York Times, surely one of the most carefully edited papers around, must run four or five corrections and clarifications a day. Wrong middle initial—the Times prints a correction. Subsequent events make a story dated—clarification. Here’s a sample correction:



 Because of an editing error, a recipe last Wednesday for meatballs 

       with an article about foods to serve during the Super Bowl misstated


       the amount of chipotle chilies in adobo to be used. It is one or two


       canned chilies, not one or two cans.

The Times recently ran a clarification that stated it had used

“outdated” material that quoted the remarks of a city official about a construction project. 


 The Times, like several other publications, has a second path for readers unhappy with the editor’s response to their complaints.  “Readers dissatisfied with a response or concerned about the paper’s journalistic integrity may reach the public editor….”  

In an e-mail to me, Claussen said his policy is to consider corrections “on a case-by-case basis.” Stay tuned to see whether he will honor the reviewer’s request for a clarification.  If not, I’ll ask him to appoint a public editor.
 A Plus and a Minus
One change that Claussen made in his first foray as editor was to drop the non-journalistic euphemism passed away in the obituary section.  Now, colleagues die. However, the section retains the affected (and obsolete) title Passages with its implication that deceased journalism instructors move on to an afterlife where there is tenure for all, annual 10 percent pay increases and the respect of the English Department faculty.
 My Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary has this entry for passage:


10. Obs. Exit from life;decease;death. 

  The dictionary was published in 1942.   


Misreading The New York Times
 In his debut Editor’s Note, Claussen  writes:


Articles in the New York Times, with its upper-middle class to 

     upper-class cultural bias, almost always frame today’s college

     students as highly focused, amazingly self-motivated, well-advised,
     excessively pressured to make the best education and shrewdest career 
     choices., and so on—to the point where students are not having

     any fun and are sometimes even self-destructive…

My copy of the Times this morning carries a page-one story headlined: 


  At 2-Year Colleges, Students Eager but Unprepared

                                   Hopes Meet Reality as

                                      Many Struggle With

                                          Remedial Work

The article describes the lack of preparation of students entering both two-year and four-year institutions:  “According to scores on the 2006 ACT college entrance exam, 21 percent of students applying to four-year institutions are ready for college-level work in all four areas tested, reading, writing, math and biology….At Cal State, the system admits only students with at least a B average in high school.  Nevertheless, 37 percent of the incoming class last year needed remedial math, and 45 percent needed remedial English.”  

A Useful Research Project for the Educator
Here’s a suggestion for Claussen and his contributors: Design a research project to find out why the first-year English composition course certifies as literate students  journalism instructors discover cannot compose a declarative sentence. The former head of a journalism program wrote me:



At my school I instituted some years ago


a course called Language Skills for Journalists, a bonehead 


English course by any name.  We did that because freshman comp


courses did not even come close to repairing the damage done 


by high school courses which did nothing to try to teach 

   
grammar, an outrage of the first order. 

He says that many of these semi-literate students received a grade of B in their freshman composition course. 
*Hypothesis: Stringent standards would result in half to three-fourths the composition class students flunking. Better to pass them on to the next level than to overwhelm the English department with massive remedial classes. 
*Alternative hypothesis: English instructors prefer to teach literature to grounding their students in the fundamentals of grammar.

For Instructional Use
An Example of the Delayed Lead

Here’s how a reporter used the delayed lead to entice readers into her feature story.  The reporter, Catherine M. Allchin, wrote this lead for The New York Times: 


  For her 40th birthday, Daniele Imperiale-Warner of Brooklyn 



bought herself a bike.  An $8,000 bike.


Obviously, a grabber.  For the next three paragraphs, Allchin stays with the biker and her $8,000 custom-made bike: a quote about Imperiale-Warner’s “big passion” for biking; the outfit in Massachusetts that made her bike; and another quote reporting Imperiale-Warner’s reaction when she heard the price—“I had a heart attack. But I figured, I’m 40, let’s go for broke.”


In the fifth paragraph, we get to the point of the story:



    Over all, bicycle sales are taking off. Last year was the best



year since the 1970’s, with more than two million road bikes



sold in the United States, according to Steve Madden, editor


of Bicycling Magazine.  An aging population is embracing 



cycling as a forgiving sport, Mr. Madden said, and many



people have been inspired by the success of Lance



Armstrong, the seven-time winner of the Tour de France.

Black Infant Deaths Twice White Infant Deaths

Infant Mortality Still High in Many States


The latest data from the National Center for Health Statistics (www.cdc.gov/nchs) finds the infant mortality rate for white babies to be 5.72, for black infants, 14.01.  That’s a ratio of almost 2.5:1, black infant deaths to white infant deaths.  
 Here are some sample state rates from the latest data. (Note:  The rate is the number of infant deaths per 1,000 live births.)


                                  White

          Lowest                                  Highest
New Hampshire  4.03

   Arkansas        7.56





  Oklahoma       7.31

Minnesota
    4.34               Tennessee       6.99





  North Dakota  6.97

Massachusetts     4.42   
  Mississippi      6.72 

   
New Jersey         4.52                

Connecticut
    4.66  
   


                         Black
       Lowest                                     Highest 
Minnesota        7.65                 Colorado     20.43
Massachusetts   9.42                Iowa           19.43          

New York        11.39               Delaware    18.23

Kentucky         11.75               Tennessee   18.03

New Jersey      11.78               Illinois        16.19

For those instructors who assign depth reporting, infant mortality in your state would be an excellent story subject.
                   More Rates Worth Tracking

      Here are the three states with the highest rates in each category:



Motor Vehicle Accidents


Mississippi     31.3

            South Dakota 27.2

            Arkansas        26.2

                     Injury by Firearms


Maryland       18.8

     
New Mexico  17.6


Wyoming       17.5



Liver Disease and Cirrhosis

New Mexico   17.4


Delaware
12.0


Arizona
11.9
      
             Diabetes

Louisiana
40.8

            West Virginia
36.9


New Mexico
33.0


The rates are based on the number of incidents per 100,000 population.
On Matters of Good/Bad Taste
What to Use, What to Toss

  We know that what was considered bad taste a decade ago now is commonplace in the columns of newspapers. The availability of uncensored cable programs and the  scores of magazines that pander to every taste have lowered the traditional barriers of the mainline media. Still, the taste watchdog remains alert.  

When Vice President Dick Cheney on the floor of the Senate told Sen. Patrick Leahy to “go fuck yourself” here’s how three of the major newspapers responded in their stories:


USA Today: “go (expletive) yourself .

                       The Washington Post: “go fuck yourself”.

           The New York Times:  “an obscene phrase to describe what he 
         thought Mr. Leahy should do.”

                      The Daniel Pearl Video

The video shows the body of Daniel Pearl, a TV journalist, lying on the floor. A hooded Palestinian approaches and hacks off his head with a large knife.

The video was distributed by Pearl’s killers and in the U.S. the only outlet to use it was the Web site of the Boston Phoenix, which two weeks later published two black-and-white photos from the video on its editorial page, one of Pearl talking about his Jewish heritage, the other of his severed head.

To outraged viewers and readers, Stephen Mindich, the publisher, replied, “This is the single most gruesome, horrible, despicable, and horrifying thing I’ve ever seen.”  But he felt it should be published so that people could witness evil. 

Bob Steele of the Poynter Institute’s ethics faculty said, “Any journalistic purpose in publishing the photos of his death is considerably outweighed by the emotional harm to Pearl’s widow and family. At the least, publishing these photos is insensitive and disrespectful. It may be cruel.”
You might ask your students what they think of the ways the three newspapers  handled Cheney’s remark and whether they agree with Mindich or Steele about using the Pearl video.
Checklists of the Essentials

Starting Points for Reporting Instruction 

I’ve found that there is no event, no situation, no interview personality so unique it defies journalistic classification.  My premise is that every story can be placed in a category, in one of a family of stories.  There is the obit, the arrest story, the trial, the game result, the profile, the school board meeting and so on. And every story type consists of essentials, the non-negotiable ingredients that must be included in stories based on one of these types.


For example: The obit must include the name, age, address, occupation, cause of death, survivors, notable achievement(s), birthplace, funeral and burial arrangements.  The better obits also will include recollections of incidents by friends and family members. 


When any one of these essentials is missing we have a hole in the story. Example:  The obituary of one of the remaining veterans of the Spanish-American War included everything but his age. An AP editor had to rush an Editor’s Note to client newspapers.

You might want to give students a typical story type and ask them to provide the essentials. 





Worth Quoting

So let us today drudge on about our inescapably impossible task of providing every week a first rough draft of history that will never be complete about a world we can never understand.

                                              --Phil Graham, publisher of The Washington Post

…amateurs look for inspiration; the rest of us just get up and go to work.





--Chuck Close, painter

Of the four forces—technology, individualism, commercialism and American capitalism—challenging our nation and threatening its free and responsible press, the most powerful and pernicious is American capitalism … The priorities and direction of the news business have, primarily as a result of so-called “public” ownership (or more accurately, ownership by institutional investors), been taken over by the power imperatives of American capitalism.





--Jay Harris, University of Southern California



He is a natural-born liar, a liar by profession, a liar for a living, a liar in the daytime, a liar in the nighttime. He is an ignorant liar. A pusillanimous liar.  A peewee liar. A revolving, constitutiuonal, unmitigated, infamous liar.
--Sen. Kenneth McKellar of Tennesssee, attacking muckraker Drew Pearson, columnist.



He is “lower than the regurgitated filth of vultures.”

--FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover on Jack Anderson, 
Pearson’s successor as author of

the “Washington Merry-Go-Round” column


In my career I was lucky to work for broadcast news operations that invested in what we called enterprise reporting: stories that had not appeared in any newspaper or magazine, stories that developed from original digging and a reporter’s curiosity.  Further, we placed a premium on stories that reported news from the bottom up—from the daily experience of citizens—instead of from the top down. 
   
 Most news stories over-rely on pronouncements from public officials who are happy to be asked to characterize the experiences of their constituents; they do so with marvelous spin, always to their own advantage.  

Why not send a reporter out to where the people are, to capture those experiences instead of characterizing them, and then go to elected officials to hold them accountable?




--Gary Gilson, executive director, Minnesota News Council


I got tired of people calling me and saying, “Why is my kid coming home from high school and saying his biology teacher told him he evolved from a chimpanzee?”




--Sponsor of a bill in the Utah Senate that would require biology

                                      teachers to offer a disclaimer when discussing evolution.


I’ve taught in at least two universities known for their leftism, and I know full well that those who teach at them strenuously oppose hiring conservatives and treat students who venerate the military, for example, as misguided. …Left-wing domination of academia is so obvious a fact… Without the university, and its ability to influence the minds of young adults, conservative success is transient, and conservatives know it.




--Alan Wolfe, Boston College professor of political science


No man but a blockhead ever wrote except for money.




--Samuel Johnson

Worth Noting


A National Geographic survey found that 60 percent of college-age students in the US could not locate Iraq on a map, and half could not find New York State.


In his books, Our Underachieving Colleges  and  Universities in the Marketplace, Derek Bok, acting president of Harvard, writes that the process of fulfilling the requirements of a major can have a dumbing-down effect, that the major’s requirements do not teach students how to think deeply about a subject, and that no one knows the best way to teach writing.  College athletics has been so mismanaged by college presidents that the system is unfixably corrupt and hypocritical, he contends. Bok says that many faculty members are more concerned with career advancement than with spending time in the classroom.  “Success,” he writes, “in increasing student learning is seldom rewarded.” 

“Having ignored reality for years, newspapers are at last doing something. In order to cut costs, they are already spending less on journalism. Many are also trying to attract younger readers by shifting the mix of their stories toward entertainment, lifestyle and subjects that may seem more relevant to people’s daily lives than international affairs and politics are. … So far, this fit of activity looks unlikely to save many of them. Even if it does, it bodes ill for the public role of the Fourth Estate. … The usefulness of the press goes much wider than investigating abuses or even spreading general news; it lies in holding governments to account—trying them in the court of public opinion. …”
           



--The Economist
                  
   Assignments




A Geography Quiz


Why not see whether your students can locate countries and states.  You can obtain outline maps and see how many states and countries students can fill in. One instructor told me that on an outline map of the 48 mainland states, as many as a third of his students could not place the state in which their college was located.




Tuned In


Cellphone service providers are turning to original content, especially video, to lure the 18-24-year-olds, the cohort that advertisers hope to reach. Amp’d Mobile, one of the cellphone providers, charges $30 to $150 a month and offers such material as the cartoon series “Lil’ Bush,” described as “raunchy,” which pokes fun at the administration and takes on creationism and the Iraq War.   

Assignment: Are students subscribing to services like Amp’d Mobile and how much are they paying for the service?



Coaches Highly Paid


The basketball coach at the University of Connecticut is the highest paid ($1.5 million) public employee in the state.  This isn’t unusual.  Many basketball and football coaches at taxpayer supported institutions are paid more their state state’s governors and hospital directors.


Assignment: What are the salaries of coaches at your school, and how do they compare with the salaries of public officials?




Youth and Age—Productivity


Scientists are said to make their major breakthroughs when young and contribute relatively little as they age. On the other hand, artists, composers, writers and poets seem to do their best work as they age. 


Assignment: Interview faculty members in thee sciences and the humanities: 1) Is this true? 2) If true, can they provide examples for your story?

Boredom Causes Binge Drinking

`
A three-year study by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration has found that seven of ten areas for underage binge drinking are in Wyoming, Montana and the Dakotas drink to excess at early ages. South-central Wyoming had the highest rate of alcohol abuse by people 12 and older, whereas Washington, DC, Los Angeles and Detroit were among the areas with the lowest under-age binge drinking. Police and alcohol abuse counselors attribute the excessive drinking in the West to boredom.  Also, binge drinking is a rite of passage in some rural areas.


Assignment: Check the survey for the findings for your area.



Covering the Candidates


With national elections coming up, instructors have an opportunity to give students challenging and realistic assignments.  We know that the vast majority of incumbents in Congress are reelected without much trouble. Media critics say that the local media bear some responsibility for what seems to be a free ride. Automatic reelection is the result of the media’s failure to report the voting records of the state’s senators and the area’s representatives so that voters understand their incumbent’s position on issues.
You could ask your students to select key issues before the current congress and look up the votes of your incumbent representative and the senator who are seeking reelection. How did they vote?  
You may want to see how various interest groups rated them on issues. For example, the liberal Americans for Democratic Action (www.adaction.org) gave an 85 percent rating to Rep. John Lewis and a zero percent rating to Rep. John Linder, both of Georgia. In Texas, Rep Al Green was given 100 percent, Reps. John Culberson and Kevin Brady zero percent. In Illinois, Rep. Ray LaHood had a 5 percent rating; Rep. Danny Davis, 100 percent. 
 The National Committee for an Effective Congress  (www.ncec.org.) gave Rep. Steve King of Iowa a zero rating and Rep.Leonard L. Boswell, also of Iowa, an 80 percent rating.   In Indiana, Reps. Mike Pence was given 5 percent, Julia Carson 95 percent.
Here are some ratings for incumbent senators whose terms are up in 2007.       TheADA rating is first, the NCEC next.



Trent Lott (Miss.)           5-l0%            Dianne Feinstein (Calif.)     95-90%
            Conrad Burns (Mont.)   10-10              Daniel K. Akaka  (Hawaii)  95-95
            John Ensign (Nev.)         5-10               Paul S. Sarbanes  ((Md.)    100-95
The Sierra Club, www.sierraclub.org, released a 2006 Congressional Scorecard that rated members of the 109th Congress on five environmental issues: environmental funding, energy legislation, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, protecting the coasts from oil and gas drilling and fuel economy standards.  Rep. Lisa Murkowski of Alaska  received five negative assessments; Rep. Sherman Brad of California, five positive assessments. The entire Idaho delegation, representatives and senators, received five negatives, whereas the entire Massachusetts delegation received five positives.
 Here are the ratings of several senate candidates by the Sierra Club;

      5 votes “Against the Environment”              5 votes “For the environment”


Richard Lugar (Ind.)



Hillary Clinton (N.Y.)


Rick Santorum (Pa.)



Lincoln Chaffee R.I.)

            Kay Bailey Hutchinson (Texas)
            Jim Jeffords (Vt.)
Assignment: Look up the ratings a conservative organization gives your candidates.  Present the ratings you consider relevant to your state or community.
Abandoned Rail Lines

“Rails to Trails” (www.railtrails.org)  is dedicated to creating a nationwide network of trails from former rail lines. More than 1,400 such rail-trails exist in the U.S.   In Iowa, there is a Wabash Trace Nature Trail from Council Bluffs to Blanchard and in Tennessee the Cumberland River Bicentennial Trail, a 6.5 mile rail-trail, 20 miles outside Nashville.  Some trails are being discovered --in Alabama, the old Southern Railway line from Dalton, Ga., to Selma, Ala. 

Assignment: For a feature, take a trail along one of those in your state.   The Rails-to-Trails Conservancy has field and regional office that can help you find a trail:



Midwest—midwest@railtrails.org



Northeast—northeast@railtrails.org



Western—western@railtrails.org



Florida—rtcflorida@railtrails.org




Religious Discrimination?


One of the fastest growing religions in the U.S. is Wiccan, a nature-centered spirituality. Two possible assignments:
1. If there is a local group of Wiccans, write a feature about them.

2. The Veterans Administration has refused to provide a Wiccan marker (an interlaced five-pointed star inside a circle) for a Nevada helicopter pilot shot down in Afghanistan. Although the VA has approved 38 icons for use on headstones, it has failed to act on the Wiccan application filed in 1997. Do a piece on this controversy.
          High Tech Helps Cheaters
          Students have become scientific marvels in their mastery of devices that allow them to cheat on examinations, and the faculty is hard pressed to cope.  Even when cheaters are caught, instructors say that students are slapped on the wrist.  An instructor who taught at an Ivy League and a public college says that in her 35 years of teaching she “caught many plagiarists and reported them to the authorities. As far as I know, not one of these students was ever seriously sanctioned.”

           The author of a book about college admissions says that even in schools with a stringent honor code, “the system potentially benefits cheats” because of the lack of a proctor.  An instructor in psychology at St. John’s University favors drastic measures:  automatic expulsion from the university; registration in a “national database” of “each offender’s academic transgressions for all institutional officials and potential employers to check.” 


Assignment: How does your school or department handle plagiarism and other cheating?





Income and Poverty Rates


The U.S. Census Bureau has released median household income and poverty figures that your students can localize.  Here are the top and bottom three states in the two categories:

                           Median Household Income

                  High                                           Low

New Jersey           $61,672                    Mississippi     $32,938   

Maryland                 61,592                   W. Virginia      33,452

Connecticut              60,94l                    Arkansas         34,999

                                             Median: $46,326 

                             Poverty Rate

               High                                            Low

Mississippi

21.3%                  New Hampshire     7.5%

Louisiana

l9.8                       Maryland 

8.2

New Mexico

l8.5

     Connecticut             8.3

                                             Median l2.6%

Assignment:  Check figures for your state and obtain background information to explain these figures.        
 




  -0-

       (Note: I welcome comments and  contributions: mm55@columbia.edu..)
