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     IV

A Southerner Speaks


A collection of the newspaper columns of Gene Patterson has been published by the University of Florida Press. The title is The Changing South of Gene Patterson: Journalism and Civil Rights, 1960-1968.
  Patterson did not skirt the moral issue facing his community and the South. He wrote forcefully and clearly that the South had to change, that there was no alternative to desegregation.


One of the most moving of his columns followed the church bombing in Birmingham when murderous racists killed four children.  The column began:




A Negro mother wept in the street



Sunday morning in front of a Baptist church in



Birmingham.  In her hand she held a shoe, one



shoe from the foot of her dead child. We hold


that shoe with her.








            Everyone one of us in the white South



holds that shoe in his hand.




It is too late to blame the sick criminals



who handled the dynamite.  The FBI and the police



can deal with that kind.  The charge against them



is simple.  They killed four children.




Only we can trace the truth, Southerner—



you and I.  We broke those children’s bodies. . . .


You might want to look at these columns, all written under deadline pressure, as examples of the work of a courageous and capable journalist whose life work is worth discussing in your class.


The book is edited by Roy Peter Clark and Raymond Arsenault.

             A biography of Patterson’s mentor, Ralph McGill, has been published by the University of Tennessee Press: Ralph Emerson McGill: Voice of the Southern Conscience by Leonard Ray Teel. Like Patterson, McGill was a moderate in racial matters by today’s standards, though in their times they both were roundly condemned by southern segregationists.

Catholic College Students on Abortion, Premarital Sex and 

                                   Same-Sex Marriage




A survey in the March issue of Catholic World Report says that Catholic students become more liberal over their college years on issues such as abortion, premarital sex and same-sex marriages.  More than half (5l.7 percent) support legalized abortion, almost half (48 percent) accept premarital sex, even for those who have known each other briefly, and a large number (69.5 percent) say that same-sex couples should have the right to legal marital status.  The liberalizing trend exists among students in Catholic colleges and non-sectarian schools, though the percentages are higher in the latter institutions.


Here are the findings for 2001.  The percentages for 1997 are in parentheses.

                        Support           Support                     Support


            Abortion         Premarital Sex         Same-Sex Marriages



Catholic
5l.7% (37.9)     48.0%
(27.5)

69.5%(52.4) 

Schools

Nonsectarian   65.5%(49.5)
 59.8%(38.7)

76.9%(62.0)
4-year schools 


The survey was conducted by the Higher Education Research Institute at the University of California at Los Angeles and included 38 of the more than 200 Catholic colleges, each of which was responsible for selecting the students to poll. 


“Highly selective Catholic schools, which tend to be more liberal, were overrepresented in this sample,” said an official of the Institute. “If all Catholic colleges had been surveyed, the changes observed probably would be less.”


The Catholic World Report quotes the author of the report, Patrick J. Reilly, “We would expect Catholic colleges to have a much stronger effect in bringing students closer to Catholic teachings, or at least not having them fall away.”


 You might want to have your students conduct a poll on your campus.  They could compare their data with the national figures, and they might ask faculty members to interpret their findings.  Also, some faculty members can help in the wording of the questionnaire.  The ninth edition of News Reporting and Writing has guidelines for conducting a poll.
Reparations

The February 2003 issue of Essence magazine contains a debate on the pros and cons of reparations for the descendants of slaves.  


The pro side is provided by Charles J. Ogletree, Jr., a law professor at Harvard.   He writes, “The country has yet to deal with this baleful record of discrimination, and we cannot move forward until we confront the presence of our past. . . . Reparations has many different meanings.  It includes the recovery of property lost after Reconstruction.  It requires compensation for the victims of lynching and ethnic cleansing. . . .”


E. R. Shipp, a daily columnist for the New York Daily News argues: “The truth is that Black Americans suffer little that other Americans don’t also suffer.  The ‘debt,’ which this nation began paying with such acts as the establishment of Howard University in 1867, is being paid in every act of government or the civic sector that tries to eliminate poverty, improve failing school systems, or pave the way for health-care insurance.  Rather than wasting time on this ridiculous reparations movement, we’d be better off joining forces with other Americans to resolve the issues that affect us all.”


The material might be useful for an enterprise article based on interviews with faculty members and students. 

Sports

Your students who are interested in sports reporting might want to look at the highly readable book Seabiscuit by Laura Hillenbrand. This is more than the story of an all-but-broken-down race horse who became one of the sport’s leading money winners.   Hillenbrand’s descriptions of jockeys, trainers and owners are well-crafted profiles, and the story itself is moving.    


The book has some marvelous quotations that are like shafts of light illuminating the characters.  One quote that I like tells us about the humanity of the little men who are engaged in what is by far the most dangerous sport of all, the jockeys who perch on the backs of these big animals.  

Seabiscuit was the pride of the west.  His only rival for honors was an eastern horse, War Admiral, and a  test match between the two horses was arranged. Seabiscuit’s regular rider, Red Pollard, was injured and unable to ride and George Woolf was put up in Pollard’s place for the race.


Before the race, Pollard advised Woolf to let Seabiscuit run eye-to-eye with War Admiral instead of coming from behind, as was the usual strategy with Seabiscuit. 


During the race, when Seabiscuit began to pull away from War Admiral, Woolf said he saw “something pitiful” in the Admiral’s eyes.


“He looked all broken up,” Woolf said.  “Horses, mister, can have crushed hearts, just like humans.”


A movie has been made of the book.

Hard Work


“Before the gates of excellence lies perspiration.”  You might want to remind your students of this old saying when they wonder whether they are fit for journalism after receiving one of their marked-up stories from you. 


Biographies of those who excel show that most who succeed attribute their success to hard work. A recent biography of Charles Darwin says that he thought his “chief merit was perseverance.”

Evolution-Creationism




      Campus Assignment
 
Speaking of Darwin, a recent Gallup poll reveals that 48 percent of Americans believe in creationism and 28 percent in evolution. The remaining 24 percent were unsure or were leaning to creationism.


What do members of the science faculty think of the poll results?  What would a student poll show?

Men Failing 




    Campus Assignment


For every 100 women who graduate from college, only 75 men do so, latest studies show.  


What are the figures over the last few years on your campus?  What accounts for the considerable discrepancy in graduation rates for men and women?

College Loans


                           Campus Assignment

The average student owes $27,600 after completing undergraduate and/or graduate studies, reports Nellie Mae, the student loan company.  This is three and a half times the average debt ten years ago.  Ten years ago, 46 percent of graduating seniors had taken out loans.  The figure today is 70 percent.


Nellie Mae asked graduates ten years ago whether borrowing to get through school was worth it.  More than 75 percent said yes.  Today’s figure is 59 percent. 


What is the situation on your campus?  How many students have large loans, and how do they propose to pay them off?

Math Abuse Revisited

Update III described how reporters failed to explain that the average tax break of $l,l00 claimed by supporters of the Bush tax proposal  was a scam, that the more appropriate measure was the median tax cut, which would make the average taxpayer receive far less.  Here’s another comment on the slippery math used to promote a political position.  You might want to use these two commentaries in class, the one from Update III and this one. 


  In the March 13, 2003, issue of The New York Review of Books, Joseph P. Stiglitz, a Columbia University economist who won a Nobel Prize in economics, writes:

  “Evidently thinking that the average American would not be able to understand statistics, the administration has presented tax cuts by citing the average benefit it will bring—hoping that the average American will think that he will get the average tax benefit.  But when hundreds of thousands of dollars in benefits go to a small group of people, the average may be a large number. . . . The average American would get close to nothing, less than $100.  Such brazenness has served the leaders of the Bush administration well in the past; they used it to get through the huge tax cut for the rich that the country could ill afford in May 2001. . . .”

Prediction Gone Sour


No matter how often you may warn students against making predictions, they continue to do so, probably bolstered by what they see and hear in the media…like this one in the  January 27, 2003 issue of Sporting News:


            SUPER BOWL

                               PREVIEW
                       THE PERFECT PLAN


                   How the Raiders

                                    will beat the Bucs

As the football fans out there know, the Bucs easily beat the Raiders.  For other prognostications gone wrong, see page 40l, Famous Forecasts, in the ninth edition of News Reporting and Writing, which includes this quotation by Melville E. Stone, head of the Associated Press made in 1934:



Newspaper pictures are just a temporary fad.

Coke and Teeth


                     Community Assignment


The American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry has set off a storm within its ranks by agreeing to accept $1 million from the Coca-Cola Foundation for the Academy’s educational work.  Some members say that the increasing consumption of soft drinks is responsible for tooth decay and obesity among children.  They cite the increase in consumption of soft drinks from 1977 to 1996:




Among boys—from 16 ounces a day to 28.




Among girls—from 15 ounces a day to 21.


Some dentists say that the increase parallels the agreements by schools with soft drink companies to allow soft drink dispensing machines in schools.


l. What do local dentists and campus health administrators think of the agreement?


2. Do local schools have arrangements with soft drink companies?  If so, has there been any reaction among teachers, parents?

Car Thefts




Laboratory Exercise (CAR)

The National Insurance Crime Bureau has just issued some data that you might find useful in your news writing course.  The organization’s web site (www.nicb.org) contains a press release announcing a 5.7 percent increase in motor vehicle thefts in 2001 over 2000. Also, it has a list of the 100 most commonly stolen vehicles; other lists contain the most commonly stolen vehicles by state and by large city, which would enable your students to localize the material. 


FYI, the list of the most commonly stolen vehicles reads at top and bottom:

1. Toyota Camry

2. Honda Accord

3. Honda Civic

4. Oldsmobile Cutlass/Supreme/Ciera

5. Jeep Cherokee/Grand Cherokee

    -0-

96. Buick Skylark

97. Mazda Protégé

98. Chevrolet Silverado

99. Chevrolet Baretta

                                   100. Plymouth Sundance


For campus motor vehicle thefts, see campus police records, which by law are open to the public.

Lopsided Games





Community Assignment


“We never gave up, but they were just a lot better than we were,” said Melissa Hawley, a 15-year-old athlete at Lakeshore Public Academy in Hart, Mich.   Melissa scored her team’s only basket in its losing game against Walkerville High School.  The final score was 115-2.


In Washington, DC, Anacostia High School’s girl’s basketball team defeated Cardoza 90-2.   Dunbar High School played a double-header, defeating Idea Charter School 89-12 in its first game and overwhelming Cardoza 98-7 in the second game.


In Indiana, reports The New York Times, the Bluffton High School girls’ team defeated Blackhawk Christian 71-17.


Some states and regional sports organizations have tried to cope with what has been an embarrassing and depressing experience for the losers. In Michigan, the High School Athletic Association experimented with a running clock for boys’ and girls’ games.  The running clock started after a team was ahead by 40 points and was kept running despite substitutions or timeouts and free throws.  The idea was nixed by the board of directors of the National Federation of High School Associations. The association will reconsider the proposal at its annual meeting in Indianapolis next month.  The 115-2 score in Hart, Mich., caused the association to reconsider its turndown.

1. Have there been any lopsided scores in high school games in your state?

2. What do high school coaches and the state athletic organization think of the running clock idea?  

3. Will anyone from your state be going to Indianapolis to the meeting, and if so, how will he/she vote on the matter?

   
The final word is from 14-year-old LeAnne Arman of the Lakeshore team, record 0-l8, “We may be losing now, but one day we’ll start winning.”


(The full story is in the March 4,2003, Times.)


(Contributions to Update are welcome. Send them to mm55@columbia.edu.)
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