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Fellowships

The American Press Institute is offering several 2003 Fellowships to college level journalism instructors, most of which cover tuition, hotel and meals. For information, log on to www.americanpressinstitute.org/fellowships or contact Patricia DeFrancesco at API, 11690 Sunrise Valley Drive, Reston, VA  2019l-1498. 

Academic Athletes


A colleague sent a tearsheet from the Sept. 26 USA TODAY that lists improvements in the graduation rates of scholarship athletes.


“Tulsa finished in the top 10 in all three of the categories used to measure athletes’ success in the classroom for the 1995 freshman class,” the newspaper reports.  Tulsa was the “big winner in the second USA TODAY/NCAA Academic Achievement Awards.”


The newspaper lists improved graduation rates for schools in four athletic divisions of the NCAA.  In Division I-A, here are some figures:



Overall 1995 Freshman Student-Athlete Graduation Rate



Rice

91%      

                          Stanford
90% 

Notre Dame
90%

  

Duke

90%



Vanderbilt
88%


`
Northwestern
86%




SMU
             83%



Virginia
82% 

Penn State 
82%



Tulsa
             80%


Percentage-Point Difference between Grad Rate of Athletes

        
and Student Body



Boise State
+36%


             Ball State    
+24%



Kent State
+22%



E. Michigan
+21%



Akron

+20% 

New Mexico State +20%



Oregon

+20%




Marshall
19%

Tulsa

19%



Alabama-Birmingham 19%


Percentage-Point Improvement from Freshman Entering in 1994



E. Michigan
+24




Tulsa

+23%



SMU 
             +20%



Oklahoma State +18%



Notre Dame
+16%



Missouri
+15%

UCLA 

+15%

Houston
+15%

Rice

+15%



Alabama-Birmingham +15%


Similar data is included in the story for three other divisions.

Numbers-Rates
Here is a good example to demonstrate to students the difference between raw numbers and rates. The material is from the National Vital Statistics Report (September 2002).



     HOMICIDES

 
   State

          Number

           Rate

California 

2,064   


6.l

Texas


1,317


6.5


Illinois


99l


8.l


New York
             99l


5.4


Florida


937


6.l


Michigan
             722 


7.3

These are the five states with the highest total number of murders.


But now let’s look at the states with the highest murder rates. Rates take into consideration the state’s population:


   State


  Number
           Rate


Louisiana

    600


l3.7


Mississippi

    312


ll.2


Alaska

                 444

`
l0.l


Maryland
                 503


9.6


New Mexico                      110

             9.2


To make your point graphically, look at Washington, D.C. The nation’s capital lists 184 homicides for 2000. But its rate is extraordinary, 35.5.  


Rates are number of murders per l00,000 population.

Cross-Dresser

You probably have examples of student reliance on the spell-checker that went awry. Here is one from the 9th edition of my News Reporting and Writing: 


He was smartly dressed in a gray three-piece suit, white monogrammed


    
skirt with French cuffs, gold cufflinks, red silk tie and shiny black


    
shoes. His pallor was that of a rotting cod….


This is from a section about a tough New York newsman that John Cassidy of The New Yorker wrote. See whether sharp-eyed students catch the typo. Those that do should be given the McGraw-Hill MM Editing Prize (sent on receipt of students’ names).

Wanted: Copy Editors

Did you catch the following?



Journalism & Mass Communication Educator: In a symposium about teaching, one contributor referred to the great American philosopher “Tom Dewey.”



Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly: A reviewer described Irving Berlin as a “singer.”  

Story Ideas             

                                      School Funding

                                             (community assignment)


One of the better assignments is to have students find out the gap between the funds available to schools in the wealthiest and the poorest school districts.


This also involves a good reporting question: How much does it cost to educate a student properly?


These are political questions as the issues have given rise to 20 lawsuits against states.  The suits charge that state legislatures discriminate against the poor by  failing to equalize education allocations among districts, thus consigning students in school districts with low  property  tax assessments to a lower-quality education.


The states with the largest per-student gap between funds available in the wealthiest and poorest school districts (reports Education Trust) are:



State

Gap per student

Gap in 25-student classroom



New York
$2,152


$53,800



Illinois 

$2,060

             $51,500



Montana
$1,535


$38,375



Pennsylvania
$1,248


$31,200



Michigan
$1,103


$27,575


The figures for the United States are $966 gap/student and $24,150 gap/classroom.


A story about these disparities is included in the education section of The New York Times, l0/2/02.




          Interracial  Dating and Marriage




                 (campus assignment)


Randall Kennedy, professor of law at Harvard, writes in the December issue of The Atlantic Monthly (“Interracial Intimacy”) that “just as white opposition to white-black intimacy finally lessened during the last third of the twentieth century, black opposition became vocal and aggressive. In college classrooms today, when the ethics of interracial dating and marriage arise, black students are frequently the ones most likely to voice disapproval.”


Kennedy traces this animosity back to the l960s. He writes:  “At many colleges and universities black students ostracized other blacks who dated (much less married) whites.  A black student who wanted to walk around ‘with a blonde draped on his arm’ could certainly do so, a black student leader at the University of Washington told St. Clair Drake, a leading African-American sociologist.  ‘All we say,’ the student continued, ‘is don’t try to join the black students association.’”


There was, Kennedy says, “a growing sense in many black communities that no purported leader could be trusted who ‘talked black and slept white.’”


Orlando Patterson, a Harvard sociologist, defends intermarriage on several grounds, one of which, Kennedy reports, is completion of “the process of total integration as (blacks) become to other Americans not only full members of the political and moral community but also people ‘we’ marry.”  Kennedy does not share his colleague’s optimism.

 On some campuses, says Kennedy, “interracial support groups have emerged…among them Kaleidoscope, at the University of Virginia, Students of Mixed Heritage at Amherst; College Interracial Family Club in Washington, D.C.; Half and Half at Bryn Mawr; and Mixed Plate at Grinnell.”





Voter Turnout

                                                 (campus assignment)

Did students on your campus vote in the midterm elections? In most states, only one of five men and women aged 18 to 24 bothered to vote. Three of five of those 65 and older did vote.

The result of this disproportionate voting behavior, writes Peter Beinart in the 11/l7/ 02 New Republic, is that candidates don’t bother with issues that concern younger voters. The “vicious cycle”, Beinart says, is “most acute in midterm elections, in which younger voters don’t hear their concerns addressed and therefore don’t vote, leading politicians to ignore their concerns even more.”

Your students might check to see how many students voted and the reasons they give for voting or for not voting,. Also, what are some of the issues they want candidates and officeholders to address that they feel were ignored.





Winner


Carol S. Lomicky ‘s cemetery assignment (see Update I)  won the grand prize for teaching tips  at the Miami AEJMC convention.

Journalism Education

Ted Glasser of Stanford, president of AEJMC, praised the president of Columbia University for opening a debate about journalism education (See November 2002 AEJMC News).


In his article, Glasser says:



Universities simply cannot claim to make

 
    a difference by pointing to any necessary 


    relationship between success in journalism


    and a formal education in journalism….



But universities can legitimately claim


    to make a difference when they engender among


    students a certain quality of thinking about


    journalism. And we can accentuate the 


    difference—the difference a good journalism


    education makes—not only by marking success


    in the newsroom, as important as that is, but


    by celebrating the eloquence our students exhibit


    whenever they’re called on to respond to 


    questions about the value and purpose of what they


    do as journalists.


In his piece, Glasser  takes exception to a column in Editor & Publisher (8/20/02) by Bill Kirtz  of Northeastern University. Kirtz defended the teaching of “basics.”  Kirtz wrote:

   Editors and publishers need people who can 

                          determine an event’s significance and present it with

                          clarity and grace….

                Diluting practical offerings threatens to send 

journalism programs down the slippery slope of scholarly

arcania. Many J departments, whose goal of producing professional

                          writers and editors has never fit comfortably into the traditional

                          academic mold, have already been closed or merged into


             communications programs. The more emphasis on  traditional


            “academics,” the more slots for teachers fascinated  by “the qualitative


             paradigm of descriptive and interpretive epistemology” (subject 


             of the first paper listed in the Newspaper Division  of the Association

             

for Education in Journalism and Mass Communication’s meeting this month.)

One of the observations made by those who are lukewarm about journalism education that stresses the basics is that they can find no correlation between “success in journalism and a formal education in journalism.”(My emphasis). (See Glasser above and a study made by Betty Medsger). Most journalism graduates who work day in and day out for the 1,500 newspapers and the several thousand broadcast stations never win Pulitzers or apply for fellowships. Yet they use their training to provide essential information about local schools, the police and the courts; how well health and welfare programs are working; the municipal tax structure; candidates in local, county and state elections; how the police and courts function and so on. Without these college-trained journalists on the beats, people would lack the material essential to informed decision making.


Many of these commentaries seem to be blighted by a big-city perspective.  


My contribution is in the Winter 2002 issue of Nieman Reports, out this month, “What Should be Taught in Journalism Schools and Programs? An Aspiring Reporter ‘doesn’t need to learn how—he needs to learn what.’”


The headline is taken from the comment by a Nieman Fellow, Hoke M. Harris of the

Winston-Salem Journal . His class of Fellows was asked what they thought about journalism education.


In the article, I quote a note from the head of a journalism program in the northeast about

the reason for the continuing attack on the training of young men and women for  the practice of journalism. She wrote me:




I think some of it has to do with money, and therefore class.



There is inherently nothing more noble or more challenging in a



career in law than there is in journalism. Yet colleges yearn for 



law schools.  The day that the average reporter in White Plains what 



the average lawyer in White Plains earns, journalism will look a



whole lot purer to academia.

Your contribution to this discussion is welcome (mm55@columbia.edu).

Job Hunt           
                  “Errors in spelling, typography and grammar topped the list of resume-writing sins singled out by 2,500 recruiters and head-hunters in a survey by ResumeDoctor, a career-services  company in Burlington, Vt….”

                  “When MTV Networks advertised a  junior-level editorial position that required a good eye for bad English, it was inundated with nearly  800 applications—many riddled with typographical, grammatical and spelling errors.”

                               --The New York Times, 11/24/02

Historical Footnote To Today's News

                  “Instead of a bullet through your door, I hope you get a bullet through your stupid head.”— from a letter to Ira Harkey, editor of the daily newspaper in Pascagoula, Miss.

                  Harkey had criticized the governor for refusing to allow black students to attend the University of Mississippi, and the response was a burning cross on his lawn, gunshots at his home, failing circulation and cancelled advertising.

                  The story is told on “NRW Plus,” the CD accompanying NEWS REPORTING AND WRITING, 9th edition.  (See Chapter 27,  “Standing Strong...and Alone.”)

                  Sunday's New York Times (12/15/02) reveals that the letter to Harkey was written by Iona W. Lott, the mother of Sen. Trent Lott.

