Overview
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sunshine Farm area's past reliance on primary industries such as forestry and farming is now balanced by large and small business, which continues to expand the economy. The Sunshine Farm area employment base has grown from 1994 to 1998 in the manufacturing, retail and service sectors, while construction, transportation and primary industry have seen marginal decreases during the same period.

This issue of the Sunshine Farm Business would like to focus on five outstanding businesses that have greatly helped to solidify and expand our economic base and ensure a high national profile for the Sunshine Farm business community.


Tire Town Superstore
After some major renovations, Tire Town is calling its new Superstore a "concept store of the future"! The new Tire Town Superstore is similar in concept to other "Supermarket" merchandisers who display large amounts of inventory.

Expanded Service Area
The new Tire Town Superstore is unique and very practical. The service area has been modified and expanded to four tire service and three mechanical bays. Along with the expansion, brand new state of the art mechanical and tire service equipment have been added to quicken flat repairs and tire service for people in a rush.

The addition of a second alignment bay now enables technicians to perform alignments on a greater range of vehicles, such as larger motorhomes. A large viewing window allows customers to watch their vehicles while comfortable waiting in the showroom. At the rear of the building, the warehouse has been expanded to hold the large truck tire inventory require to service Tire town's extensive commercial truck clientele. 


BlueZone Coffee
BlueZone Coffee continues a proud family tradition that was began in 1923. Owner Wayne Blue brings to his valley business, the knowledge and skills he acquired from several generations of expert coffee roasters in his native Germany. Since 1982, when it began as a two-person operation, BlueZone Coffee has developed an excellent reputation in the food industry in Oregon. The family owned business currently sells its coffees to many restaurants and to most leading grocery chains throughout the state. Wayne Blue says, because his business is comparatively small in size, he is able to guarantee selection of only premium quality beans which are roasted daily on the premises to ensure freshness. BlueZone Coffee Roasting Ltd. now offers 38 different blends, including flavored coffees.


Sunshine Farm Brewery
All-natural beers that recreate the quality and taste of Europe's finest beers are proving to be a winner for Portland's Sunshine Farm Brewery. From its modest beginnings in 1984, the valley brewery has evolved into the largest micro-brewery in the state. Currently, it produces newly the equivalent of all other state micro-breweries combined. A $3 million expansion recently doubled the brewery's capacity.

Bavarian Purity Law
Because the brewery's products are made strictly according to the Bavarian Purity Law of 1516, with additives or preservatives, flavor and freshness are guaranteed. Brewmaster Stefan Kaiser recently developed a new beer, Classic Brown Ale, expanding the Sunshine Farm family to seven all-natural beers. For consumer's convenience, the brewery's flagship lines of Valley Lager and Extra Pale Ale are now available in cans. 

Visitors are welcome to tour Sunshine Farm Brewery, enjoy samplings and browse in the brewery's Beer Bin.


Davison Family Foods Ltd.
Diversification and customer service have made Davison Family Foods Ltd. a leader in agri-food manufacturing in the western states. Davison produces a wide variety of flour and cereal products for both domestic and export markets.

The valley-based company competes in the new global economy by anticipating consumer trends and by seeking out niche marketing opportunities. Since 1947, its popular non-additive lines of flour and cereal products have reflected a national trend to a healthier lifestyle. A recently launched line of low-fat granola cereal products is showing excellent consumer response.

Foreign Markets
Davison Family Foods Ltd.'s custom milling operations supply over thirty kinds of flours and cereals to domestic and foreign markets including Canada, Mexico and Pacific Rim countries. Exporting to bakeries, noodle manufacturers and other major commercial users, Davison Family Foods Ltd. established a major foothold by selling specialty flours to the expanding industry of value added "ethnic-origin" food producers.

Recently, the mill's research department created two new bread flours for customers who were disappointed with the performance of their bread machines. The response was immediate and unprecedented. Glowing testimonials continue to flood the offices at Davison Family Foods today.


Piper Dairy Products
An integrated dairy plant in Minoka is a first for the Sunshine Farm region and a first for Piper Dairy Products Ltd. Piper Dairy Products' new $6 million fluid milk production plant will have sufficient capacity to produce milk for the entire Interior from Bearsley to the Canadian border. The 43,000 sq. ft. facility, being built adjacent to their Minoka Cheese plant will be completed in the spring of 2000 and will continue Piper Dairy Products' tradition of quality and service to the region. The Minoka Cheese plant, established in the 1930's, produces the state's leading cheese brand and has won both national and international recognition. In 1996, Minoka Cheddar was named the World's Best Cheddar in international competition. Today, Minoka Cheese products are distributed widely across the western US and Canada.


Our Mandate
The Sunshine Farm Economic Development Commission has a mandate to support, stimulate and preserve existing businesses and economic activities within the Sunshine Farm region by expanding and diversifying the opportunities for individuals and businesses to create new employment and wealth. For more information about our services, please contact our office at 503-5553.




