






Visiting Australia	
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This guide has been developed for people who are visiting Australia for a holiday or any special event. It contains essential information about visa, Customs, quarantine and other requirements of Australia's border agencies. 
We advise you to contact the relevant agencies closer to the time, for more specific information particularly regarding short stay visas. 
In the meantime, this guide will give you an idea of considerations for entry into Australia.
As a general rule, before visiting Australia you should:
· obtain a visa/Electronic Travel Authority (ETA), unless you are a citizen of New Zealand traveling on a New Zealand passport; 
· arrange for health insurance, including ambulance coverage; and 
· be aware that you may not be allowed to work in Australia during your stay. 
Laws and Legal Considerations
Australia has strict laws relating to the importation of:
· illicit drugs; 
· animal or plant material; 
· firearms, weapons or ammunition; 
· protected wildlife and products made from them; 
· some food items; and 
· some medicinal products, including performance enhancing drugs. 
Border controls to prevent the introduction of exotic pests and diseases such as foot and mouth disease are at a high level. 
This means all arriving travelers are screened and in most cases their luggage is inspected or x-rayed by Customs or Quarantine officers.
Customs and Quarantine officers may question travelers at any time, selecting people and their baggage for detailed examination. 
Trained dogs may also be used to detect illegal drugs, prohibited imports and food, plant and animal material. 
Breaches of border control laws could result in severe penalties.
Extending Your Stay

If you wish to stay longer in Australia than your original visa allows, you will have to obtain another visa. The current one, once expired has no redemption qualities.  The length of the visa depends on the type of visa.  If you wish to remain in Australia for recreational purposes such as tourism or visiting family or friends, you may apply for a Tourist visa.

Generally, as a holder of a Visitor visa or Working Holiday visa, your stay in Australia can only be extended can only extend to a total of one year (or less).  There can be extenuating circumstances, but any combination of 12 months over a three-year period is considered maximum by the government visa department.  If you hold a Visitor or Working Holiday visa which allows you to stay in Australia for 12 months, you should contact your nearest Australian visa office before applying for a Tourist visa.

You should also note that a further visa, if granted, will cease any visa or ETA currently held and the entitlements attached to that visa or ETA.

Weather in Australia

Australia experiences temperate weather for most of the year but as with any large continent, it can vary dramatically from one place to another.  The north is generally warmer than the south, but the difference is mild until the winter months when the southern areas received much cooler weather.  Australia is renown as one of the driest continents in the world.  The annual rainfall averages less than 600 millimeters.  And keep in mind; if you are from the Northern Hemisphere, the seasons are reversed in Australia.  Summer is December through February; Winter is June to August.  Just another competitive advantage of being “down under.”

The Great Dividing Range, in the east of the state, has a large impact on the climate, creating four distinct zones: the coastal strip, the highlands, the Western Slopes and the flatter country to the west.

Sydney, New South Wales 
New South Wales is situated in the temperate zone. Sydney’s climate is pleasantly temperate all year round with more than 340 sunny days a year.  It tends to be quite humid during the summer with average temperatures around 26°C.  Rainfall is heaviest between March and June when temperatures average about 16°C.
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Melbourne, Victoria 
Victoria’s climate is marked by a range of different climate zones, from the hot, dry regions of the northwest to the alpine snowfields in the northeast.  Rainfall is limited to less than 250 millimeters in some areas, while other areas experience more than 1800 millimeters.  Melbourne is well known for having unpredictable weather, but summer temperatures sit around 25°C with winter readings about 14°C. 

Adelaide, South Australia 
The climate of South Australia climate offers great variation.  It is hot and dry in the interior, but can be much wetter in the south and on the southeast coast. Adelaide generally has mild, wet winters of about 15–16°C.  The summers, however, become quite dry and the average temperature is  29°C.  It is not uncommon to go months without rain in this area of the country. 
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Perth, Western Australia 
Western Australia is the largest area of the country and because of this has many different climate zones.  The Northwest features some of the heaviest rainfall during the wet season.  The interior is mostly arid with high summer temperatures averaging 31°C in February.  Perth is cooled by the “The Fremantle Doctor,” a seas breeze that brings relief from the Southwest climate zone.  Winters are pleasant with an average of 18°C. 
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Brisbane, Queensland 
Brisbane has a unique climate that is technically subtropical.  It ranges from warm to hot weather for most of the year.  Average temperature in summer is almost 30°C.  At the same time, it is during this hot summer that the city receives the majority of its rainfall.  The humidity is high and often features amazing thunderstorms.  Winter is actually dry and quite pleasant with an average of about 17°C.
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Cairns, Queensland 
Queensland is known for having low rainfall and hot summers on its inland west.  The north features a full-blown monsoon season.  Along the coast, the weather is warm and moderate. 
Cairns rides the wave of this tropical climate.  Summers are hot and , but the winters are mild and dry.  Rainfall averages to 1992 millimeters, mostly from January to March.  Summer temperatures range greatly from 23-31°C.  The winter average is 18°C.  The coastal regions are  subject to cyclones from November through May.
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