Here is a list of things to do before purchasing supplies or even before planning when to situate the doghouse.
Building a doghouse is not just a simple afternoon project.  There is a lot of care that goes into making a doghouse a place your dog enjoys.  There are many styles you can choose, but one thing is vital: The dog must be comfortable inside the doghouse.
Planning Activities
Measure size of dog, full dimensions, when he/she is stretched out
Draw the dog house plans
Create materials list
Shop for best prices
Gather tools
While the doghouse will provide shade for the dog, it will still get extremely warm inside unless you choose a place that already have some degree of shade.  You can consider locations where shade is provided by a tree, a solid fence, or another structure such as the house or shed.
Once you have located a good spot for the doghouse, consider which way the door of the house faces and which way your dog likes to gaze.  If your dog like to watch the street, but the doghouse door faces away from the street, the dog will likely not sit inside often.  Also think about the colder months and which way the winter winds usually blow.  By facing the doghouse incorrectly, you may find the the dog avoiding the doorway in order to stay out of the draft.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Below is an order of construction that will help you put the doghouse together in the proper sequence so you don’t have to “undo” anything you’ve done along the way.  This also allows you to check the quality of each step as you go to ensure you are not building on top of a faulty base.
Construct the Doghouse
Install floor structure and decking.  Install side and back walls.  Install front entrance and wall.  Fasten walls to floor structure.  Construct and install the roof.  Shingle the roof. Install siding on exterior walls. 
Although the finish on a doghouse is often considered trivial, nothing could be further from the truth.  The type of finishing could improve the protection provided to the dog during the more extreme weather conditions that can occur.  But even more importantly, good finishing will help the doghouse to last longer and require very few repairs.
And finally, a doghouse that is properly completed can actually add value to the price of your home or at least not detract from the resale appeal.
Finishing Tips
Ensure nails and screws are not exposed to weather.
Finish the trim and paint wooden areas.
Get building inspector approval, if necessary.
Clean up materials and site.
