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Use the graph of sunspot numbers to answer the following questions.

1. When was the most recent solar maximum (month/year)?

2. When was the most recent solar minimum (month/year)?

3. On a slow day in the lab, two graduate students made a bet about how many sunspots would occur 2 months later in spring semester, 2000. Chad estimated there would be 120 sunspots; Julie thought there would be 100. When the day rolled around, 163 sunspots were recorded. Does this mean that Chad and Julie do not understand the sunspot cycle? Explain your reasoning.
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Cycle 23 Sunspot Number Prediction (October 2005)
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