omewhere, not too far from here, at this
very moment, a politician is taking a bribe.

A factory is dumping toxic sludge into a stream.

A deadly virus is landing at the airport. A high school
halfback is bulking up on steroids. Someone’s mother
is opening a can of contaminated tuna.

Just a typical day in America, in other words, where
ordinary folks suffer from a lack of reliable information.
What they don’t know can hurt them.

Who’s the watchdog here? Whose job is it to expose
the lies, explain the dangers, inform the uninformed?

If you become a journalist, it’s your job.

Now, I'm a realist. I don’t want to fool you into
thinking journalism is glamorous. I don’t want to dupe
any dreamy-eyed idealists into believing you can single-
handedly slay society’s dragons.

Very few news stories will ever change the world.

Still, sometimes a single story — a single sentence —
can have an effect you never imagined. Put the right
facts in the right order and you can make someone
laugh. Cry. Reconsider. Understand.

That’s how you make a difference in this crazy world:
one reader at a time.

ournalism is in flux these days. Experts say
that print is dead and TV news is dying, but
blogs are big and multimedia is the real deal.
You can analyze statistics, theories and predictions
until your head explodes. But if you're considering a
career in journalism, where should you begin?

For now — in this book — we’ll focus on fundamentals.

Not trends. Not theories.

If you want to be a journalist, you need to learn how
to gather facts and tell stories. That’s basically all there
is to it: 1) Gather the facts. 2) Tell the story.

Sure, you can add photos and headlines and Web
links and audio sound bites and animated graphics.
And we’ll get to all that, eventually.

But first, you start with the basics. That’s why this
book focuses on newswriting. It’s the traditional,
tried-and-true way to master the journalist’s craft.

Some of you, I realize, don’t want to write for a
newspaper. (Some of you don’t even want to read a
newspaper.) You'd rather be Webcasters, bloggers,
radio anchors, TV correspondents.

I sympathize. As time goes by, I too get increasingly
frustrated with slow-motion, old-school, ink-on-dead-
tree journalism. But whatever medium we choose for
news — text, graphics, audio, video or multimedia —
it still begins the same way: Gather facts. Tell stories.

So that’s where we’ll begin, too.

peaking of multimedia: This book
demonstrates what you get when you
blend words and visuals simultaneously.

Most authors write the text first, then hand their
manuscript to editors and designers who add photos,
illustrations and fancy type.

But for this book, I designed each page as I wrote it.
Or, rather, I wrote each page as I designed it. Whichever.

It’s an unusual way to produce a book, but it’s how I
like to work. More than 25 years ago, I started designing
newspaper pages that way, blending text and images
into packages with (hopefully) greater reader appeal.

This kind of “convergence,” as it’s called, is becoming
more common in newsrooms. If you can write and
design stories, generate images and create Web pages,
you'll be a hot commodity in the journalism job market.

This book, I confess, has been quite a monster to
produce independently. But ideally, it will show you
how challenging and rewarding and important and
seriously cool journalism is. Maybe, just maybe, it will
even inspire you to become a journalist.

That’s how you make a difference in this crazy world:
one journalist at a time.

— Tim Harrower
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