CAREER OUTLOOK—NEWS GATHERING AND REPORTING


As pointed out in the section about reporting careers in the newspaper industry, job prospects for aspiring journalists are rather bleak.  Newspapers have laid off thousands of reporters, radio stations have cut back on the their news staffs and many television stations have not renewed the contracts of veteran (and highly paid) anchors.  The trend toward convergence and a poor economy suggest that the number of people needed to cover news stories will decrease.  The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects that the newspaper industry is expected to lose an additional 25 per cent of its jobs by 2018.



There are, however, a few bright spots.  Specialized news sources, such as Bloomberg News, may need more reporters.  Likewise, online news sites may need more people as news reporting continues to move to the web.

Entry level positions


As in most media areas, an internship is usually a must.   Entry-level positions at newspapers and radio stations have been discussed previously.  For a TV reporter, breaking into a general reporting job is easier in smaller markets.  Those aspiring to be news producers should follow the same advice.  Wherever a person starts, he or she should be prepared to report the news across a number of media: print, video, audio and online.

Upward Mobility


For broadcast journalists and news producers, career advancement takes place by going from smaller to bigger markets.  General assignment reporters often make the jump into the anchor chair. At local stations, some news directors may advance to the station manager position.

Salaries

Salaries in this area vary widely.  Some network anchors make millions; some small market radio reporters may make little more than minimum wage.  In any case, here are some ballpark figures:

From payscale.com:

Salary range broadcast journalist 1-4 yrs. experience: $25,000-51,000

Salary range broadcast journalist 10-19 yrs. experience: $44,000-$72,000

From simplyhired.com:  Average annual salary for broadcast journalist: $34,000

From salarylist.com:  Annual salary small market broadcast journalist:   $32,000

