
	ELAPSED TIME
	FORM
	EVENT DESCRIPTION

	:00
	Intro
	Acoustic Guitar only (4 measures)

	:12
	Verse 1
	16 measures (8 measures voice and acoustic guitar only, 8 measures with band)

	:59
	Chorus 1
	9 measures (8 measures + 1 measure extension)

	1:24
	Verse 2
	17 measures (16 measures + 1 measure extension)

	2:13
	Instrumental
	Full ensemble dominated by fiddle (4 measures)

	2:24
	Chorus 2
	8 measures

	2:47
	Chorus 3
	10 measures (8 measures + 2 measure extension)

	3:15
	Ending
	12 measures (4 measures acoustic guitar like the intro, 8 measures vocal singing half of Verse 1)


Analysis of “Not Ready to Make Nice” Taking the Long Way (Open Wide, 2006)

The Dixie Chicks’s Taking the Long Way album was the group’s attempt to rise from the ashes after they were ostracized by the country music world by political comments made by member Natalie Maines over the Iraq war and President George Bush.  The album adopted a less country and more rock-based style, and the songs had a harder edge.  The bet paid off and the group did well at the Grammy awards, due in part to the quality of the album’s music, the crossover audience they gained with their new style, and the growing anti-war sentiment among the public.


The song “Not Ready to Make Nice” reflects the group’s ambiguous response to the vitriolic feelings of the public.  It reflects regret and anger, resolution and defiance.  The verses are subdued, intimate, and full of hurt.  The choruses are strong and angry.  The short instrumental interlude between Verse 2 and Chorus 3 has a big, majestic, orchestral quality reminiscent of, say, the Beatles’s Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band album.  However, at the end of the song, the mood seems to slip back into reflection, hurt, and withdrawal.
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“Not Ready to Make Nice” 4 beats per measure








