Listening Guide 2.2

“Sunrise, Sunset” 3 beats per measure
Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description

0:00
Intro
Orchestra (4 measures)

0:06
Verse 1
Mostel (Tevye), Karnilova (Golda) (32 measures)

0:52
Chorus 1
Men, women (32 measures 1 2 measures tag)
1:45
Verse 2
Cast members in turn (32 measures)
2:32
Chorus 2
Ensemble vocal (32 measures)
3:32
End
Analysis of “Sunrise, Sunset” (American Musical Theater, 4/18)

“Sunrise, Sunset,” from Fiddler on the Roof, is sung during the wedding of Tevye’s oldest daughter, Tzeitel. In this song, we hear the musings of Tevye, his wife Golda, and other characters attending the wedding. They sing about how fast the years pass and children blossom. It is a touching moment that counters the boisterous “To Life” that is heard earlier in the action.

The song is in a minor key. The melody and the instrumentation of the accompaniment capture the culture flavor of the Russian Jewish peasants and the traditions depicted in the story. Zero Mostel is a perfect Tevye, possessing the expressive range to depict both the rowdy jubilation and the deep pain his character experiences. Golda is played by Maria Karnilova.

