Listening Guide 11.2

“Soldier’s Joy” 2 beats per measure

Elapsed Time
Form
Event Description


0:00

Spoken monologue by Tanner


0:13
Intro
Fiddle melody, based on 2 verses, 2 choruses (32 measures)


0:44
Verse 1
Vocal (8 measures)


0:51
Instr. 1
Fiddles, based on 1 verse, 2 choruses (24 measures)

1:13
Verse 2
Vocal (8 measures)

1:21
Instr. 2
Fiddles, based on 2 verses, 1 chorus (24 measures)

1:43
Verse 3
Vocal (8 measures)

1:51
Instr. 3
Fiddles, based on 2 verses, 2 choruses (32 measures)

2:20
Verse 4
Vocal (8 measures)

2:27
Instr. 4
Fiddles, based on 2 verses, 1 chorus (24 measures)

2:49
Ending
“Shave and a Haircut”

2:51
End
Analysis of “Soldier’s Joy” (SCCCM, 1/8)

“Soldier’s Joy” is a traditional English fiddle tune performed by Gid Tanner and His Skillet Lickers. The form is typical of most fiddle tunes: It is in two sections, verse/chorus, with the first part in a lower fiddle register than the second. The two-part form alternates with a vocal based only on the melody of the verse.

The recording opens with a spoken introduction by Tanner, fashioned after the way he would announce tunes on the radio. The verse to the tune begins immediately with Tanner and fiddler Clayton McMichen playing more or less in unison. The vocal and guitar accompaniment are supplied by Riley Puckett.

We can only speculate as to how much the fiddlers adhere to the traditional melody of “Soldier’s Joy,” but the lyric is definitely rural South. Fiddlers often added lyrics to fiddle tunes to break the monotony of long dance sets. The lyrics were often nonsense or based on the most mundane of subject matter—in this case, the price of pole beans or “Grandpapa sittin’ on a sweet ‘tater vine.” 

Toward the end of the performance, the fiddlers move from a constant sixteenth-note rhythm to a strident doo-whacka-doo gallop on the verse. Unlike the recordings by fiddlers John Carson and Eck Robertson, who merely stopped when the recording ran out, the Skillet Lickers play a slick “shave and a haircut” ending
