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En avant! Beginning French

Jhe video segment
feature introducing
vocabulary and grammar
forimmediate use in
real-life conversations

is one of the best | have

seen so far.

BRUNELLA WINDSOR,
California State
University, Chico

gn avant! does a
wonderful job of making
strong links between
French language and
culture. Not only is the
cultural material being
presented tightly woven
into each chapter, but it is
also supported by a
wealth of supplemental
activities. | am especially
glad to see the song and
film clips; these will
enable students to make
exciting and lasting
connections to
contemporary French

and francophone culture.

MARCELLA MUNSON,
Florida Atlantic University,
Boca Raton

XViil

Your students are changing. Technology is changing. The idea of the “classroom” is
changing. Now, the way your students learn French is changing as well!

En avant! breaks the mold of traditional French programs by responding to the
changing needs of the course as expressed by today’s students and instructors. Based
on our extensive research across the country, we found several recurring themes.
Instructors are asking for a language program that

e inspires their students to communicate with confidence,

e engages students with integrated, authentic culture,

e provides the tools for flexibility and easy administration,

e addresses varying levels of proficiency throughout the course, and

¢ achieves consistent results across face-to-face and online course formats.

McGraw-Hill is proud to present En avant!, an innovative beginning French program
designed to address these core course needs. Informed by second-language acquisition
research and supported by cutting-edge digital tools, En avant! creates a dynamic
learning environment that fosters communication and motivates students to succeed,
regardless of the delivery platform.

Inspiring Communicative Competence

En avant! begins with real communication from the first day. Students are exposed
to high-frequency expressions in Communication en direct, which features video
interviews of native French speakers in Paris and Montreal. These videos convey the
spontaneous use of French and allow students to see how French speakers speak,
including gestures, posture, facial expressions, and intonation. The authentic nature
of these videos brings the French language and culture to life and engages students
in a direct and personal way. Exposing students to simple “language chunks” inspires
them to begin using the language to communicate on their own.

Engaging Students with Authentic Culture

Second-language acquisition research has shown that students are more motivated to
communicate when they are engaged with cultural content. Throughout each chapter,
En avant! exposes students to both French and Francophone cultures through the fine
art in the chapter openers, the Communication en direct interview videos, and the
vocabulary and grammar activities, many of which incorporate culture as their context.
The culminating section of each chapter, Culture interactive, engages students in listen-
ing, reading, writing, and speaking activities at the discourse level. Designed to spark
student interest, this section incorporates the types of authentic materials that instruc-
tors in our recent intro French survey told us they prefer: clips from feature films,
magazine articles, fine art, and songs. In addition, the instructor-led listening activity
in the Culture interactive section and the Salut de... ! cultural video segments provide
instructors with a wealth of materials to choose from. The print and digital components
work together to present culture in context, integrating it fully into the program while
inspiring today’s students to engage in a dynamic learning experience.



Providing the Tools for Flexibility and Easy Administration

Both the text itself and the online resources have been designed to provide maximum
flexibility in both the teaching and the administration of the course. For many instruc-
tors, it is a challenge simply to fit in all of the necessary grammar, which crowds out
precious time for communication practice or culture. The scope and sequence of
grammar in En avant! has been organized in a way that makes it much more man-
ageable for everyone. Essential grammar structures, those that second-language acqui-
sition research has shown students can reasonably be expected to master in a first-year
course, are presented in the Grammaire interactive sections, whereas less important
structures and exceptions are located in Par la suite, which follows Chapitre 16. This
organization allows instructors to cover the essential points while providing the
option to dig in a little deeper if they so choose.

The online tools available in CENTRO, the course management system powered
by Quia™, facilitate the administration of the course, saving valuable time as well.
The My Dashboard feature centralizes all of the most commonly used functions in
one easily accessible location. Instructors can see at a glance how their classes are
performing, scan the Weekly Activity view to see what’s coming up, create new acti-
vities using the voice chat feature, and much more.

Addressing Varying Levels of Proficiency

Language instructors are commonly faced with a classroom full of students at dispa-
rate levels that fluctuate as they progress through the course. En avant! has the tools
to address this challenge by providing maximum flexibility to instructors as they
strive to reach individual students, whatever their level of proficiency. In the En avant!
program, students have many opportunities to self-evaluate as they continue to refine
their emerging language skills. By focusing on the mastery of essential grammar
points, there is ample time left for review. At regular intervals throughout the pro-
gram, En qvant! includes systematic recycling of important structures: every fourth
chapter provides practice of previous grammar points, and the final chapter reviews
key points from the entire book. In addition, En avant! features an online assessment
tool in CENTRO that identifies problem areas and generates a true individualized
study plan for each student, pointing him or her to specific resources for remediation
within the e-book, textbook, workbook, online workbook, and Online Learning Center.
With En avant!, students have multiple tools at their fingertips that help them meet
with success.

Achieving Consistent Course Outcomes

Given the emerging trend of introductory French classes offered in hybrid and fully
online formats, professors are seeking to provide a consistent learning experience for
their students regardless of classroom format. These days, students can go from a
fully online course to a face-to-face one and vice versa, and they need to finish the
course at a comparable level of communicative competence. With En avant!, the text
is available both in print and as an e-book that includes an interactive voice chat
feature, making online communication practice possible. Whether students are wat-
ching a video, finding a partner to do a practice activity, or reviewing a grammar
point, the content is identical. Regardless of how the content is delivered, for the first
time instructors will see uniform results.

What goals do you have for your beginning French students? Do you envision a
classroom where students are exposed to rich, authentic language and culture as they
learn to communicate with confidence in French? A student-centered classroom that
is exciting to teach and easy to administer? En avant! opens the door to that class-
room. Bienvenue!

Jhe most important
change is to get rid of the
idea that students should
“cover” all the basic
grammar in one year
with no hope of actually
mastering it. The first
year program should
facilitate active

mastery [ . ]

ELIZABETH BULL,
Northern Virginia Community
College

q like the recycling of
material, the activities are
interesting and engaging,
and | believe the authors
have thought carefully
about choosing what
is most important to
engage students in
communication while
relegating less important

points to Par la suite.

DANIEL RIVAS,
Irvine Valley College
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Amnnabelle Dolidon

I’ve known that I wanted to be a teacher and writer of teaching materials from the
age of 7, when I would drag the neighborhood kids into my slapdash classroom,
position them in front of my chalkboard, and give lessons on geography and spelling.
More than 30 years later, ’'m still at it and have numerous individuals to thank for
making En avant! truly all that I wished it to be. Thanks, indeed, to my coauthor
Peter Golato for his good nature and humor; to my coauthor Susan Blatty for her
patience and generosity; and to Connie Anderson, our editor, who worked so
tirelessly on every aspect of the book, leaving no stone unturned. A massive project
like this was made manageable through the guidance and feedback of Awvanti!
authors, Janice Aski and Diane Musumeci, our Advisory Board members, countless
reviewers in the field, and Annabelle Dolidon and Lori McMann, to name but two
of the many thoughtful contributors to the textbook and workbook; it was made
enjoyable—even at its most difficult stages—through the love and encouragement
of my son, partner, and stepdaughter, all of whom are proud to have “an author”

in the family.
(Bruce (Pt\derson
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Blatty for her invaluable guidance and remarkable management skills, and for her
precious feedback and her tireless efforts in all stages of writing and editing. I warmly
thank Connie Anderson, our editor, for her broad knowledge and good humor, and
for her valuable feedback and her care and attention to every detail. I thank Christa
Neumann, former executive editor, and William Glass, our editorial director, for their
confidence and support. I am grateful to Annabelle Dolidon and Liz Martin for their
extensive contributions to the Workbook / Laboratory Manual. 1 would also like to
thank Azeb Haileselassie for her substantial contributions to the Regardons! and
Chantons! features within Culture interactive. Special thanks are due to Janice M.
Aski and Diane Musumeci for their thoughtful comments on our work, and for their
confidence in us to apply their pedagogical approach to the teaching of French.
I thank Nicole Dicop-Hineline and Arnaud Perret for their rapid and careful editing
of my work. Naturally, Mr. Nikki also deserves special mention. My most heartfelt
thanks and appreciation go to my wife, Andrea, for her unwavering kindness and
patience over the two years that this project lasted.
(P eter g olato
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Communication en direct: Les gens

The twenty-five people pictured here are among the eighty people
featured in the Communication en direct video interviews that begin
each chapter. From them, you will hear how French is spoken by real
people in Québec and in France today.

Montréal, Québec

Marc Marc-Antoine Martin et Annie Nicolas $« Soléne

Paris, France

Anna et Victoria Anthony et Sullyvan Blood

Mounira

Xavier

Nicolas Patrick et Camille Raphaél



