Internet References for:
TAKING SIDES: Clashing Views in 

American Foreign Policy

Fifth Edition



Some websites continually change their structure and content, so the information listed here may not always be available.

UNIT 1: The United States and the World: Strategic Choices  

U.S. Department of State Web Site

The U.S. Department of State Web site reflects the department’s view that the

United States should be internationalist, should seek to play a very strong role

in a wide range of international issues, and should usually take a multilateral

approach and seek to work with other countries.

http://www.state.gov/

The WWW Virtual Library: International Affairs Resources

To understand U.S. foreign policy, it is important to also be able to explore the

world beyond the territorial boundaries of the United States. The WWW Virtual

Library is a fine resource to help that exploration. The site has over 1,750 annotated links on a range of international affairs topics.

http://www.etown.edu/vl

Foreign Policy in Focus

This site is a joint project of the Interhemispheric Resource Center and the Institute for Policy Studies and generally takes a liberal point of view. It is subdivided by topic.

http://www.fpif.org

Home Page of the Heritage Foundation

To contrast the foreign policy slant of the Foreign Policy in Focus Web site, you

can turn to the conservative views of the Heritage Foundation.

http://www.heritage.org

The Council on Foreign Relations

This site provides an independent and nonpartisan source of research and analysis on the world and the foreign policy choices facing the United States and

other governments.

http://www.cfr.org

House Committee on International Relations and Senate Foreign Relations Committee

The House Committee on International Relations and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee are the primary bodies in which Congress debates and provides its input into U.S. foreign policy.

http://www.house.gov/international_relations

http://foreign.senate.gov/
UNIT 2: U.S. National Security Issues

War, Peace, and Security Guide

An invaluable resource for general inquiries into global national security—the

context within which American defense issues must be set—is this Web site

maintained by the Information Resource Centre, Canadian Forces College.

http://wps.cfc.dnd.ca

DefenseLINK

The Department of Defense (DoD) provides an impressive array of information

about virtually all aspects of the U.S. military establishment.

http://www.defenselink.mil

Center for Strategic and International Studies

Like all the other agencies and policy analysis centers that relate to defense, the

Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) has added extensively to

its information on terrorism in the aftermath of the attacks on the United Sates in

September 2001.

http://www.csis.org

The Homeland Security Institute

The Homeland Security Institute was involved in collecting and disseminating

information and opinions about terrorist threats to the United States before the

attacks in September 2001. This site contains links, suggested readings, and

other valuable information.

http://www.homelandsecurity.org

UNIT 3: The United States and the World: Regional and Bilateral Relations

The World Factbook

A fi rst step toward better knowledge of the regional and bilateral policy concerns

of the United States is to learn more about the other countries and political entities in the world. An excellent source, and one that is updated annually, is The World Factbook, which is a product of the Central Intelligence Agency. It can be bought from the commercial publishing house that prints it or it can be found at this site.

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

International Information Programs

This Web site is operated by the U.S. Department of State’s Offi ce of International Information Programs. The site is divided into regional groups, among other things, and it gives a good array of the regional issues that are of current foreign policy concern.

http://www.america.gov/

Editor & Publisher

It is always good advice in diplomacy and other endeavors to try to see yourself

as others see you. The publication Editor & Publisher has an excellent Web site

to sample the foreign media newspapers, magazines, radio, television, and wire

services. You can search by region, media types, and other categories.

http://www.editorandpublisher.com

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

The Carnegie Endowment for International Peace is a good source for research,

publications, and conferences regarding the relations among governments,

business, international organizations, and civil society across different regions.

It focuses on the economic, political, and technological forces driving global

change.

http://www.carnegieendowment.org/

Brookings Institution

The Brookings Institution provides nonpartisan perspectives and expertise on

issues facing the United States. It has focused on issues including improving the

equity of the American democratic process, the performance of the economy,

the health of society, the effectiveness of diplomacy and defense, the quality of

public discourse, and the workings of institutions—public and private, domestic

and international.

http://www.brookings.edu
UNIT 4: U.S. International Economic and Environmental Issues

Council on Foreign Relations

The Maurice R. Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies at the Council on

Foreign Relations provides a useful and up-to-date analysis of the 2008–2009

financial crisis as well as a link to a wide range of books and articles on the

topic.

http://www.cfr.org/

International Monetary Fund

The International Monetary Fund’s home page provides a wealth of information

about the organization itself as well as links to economic and financial data,

analysis and articles on the international financial system, and the economic

policies of its member countries.

http://www.imf.org/

World Trade Organization

The World Trade Organization is dedicated to the promotion of free trade. Its

Web site provides a wealth of information about the organization itself as well

as links to economic and trade data, analysis and articles on the ongoing Doha

International Trade Round, and other trade-related issues.

http://www.wto.org/

The National Geographic Foundation

The National Geographic Foundation is a useful source of information about

global warming, pollution, acid rain, and other environmental issues.

http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/

Pew Center on Global Climate Change

The Pew Center on Global Climate Change is a nonpartisan, nonprofi t organization the provides information about climate issues and policy at U.S. federal, state, and international levels.

http://www.pewclimate.org/
UNIT 5: The United States and International Rules, Norms, and Institutions

Bureau of International Organization Affairs

The Bureau of International Organization Affairs of the U.S. Department of State

develops and implements U.S. policy in the United Nations, the specialized UN

agencies, and other international organizations. On UN issues, the bureau works

in cooperation with the U.S. Mission to the United Nations. The bureau also

coordinates the U.S. Department of State’s involvement in international athletic

events.

http://www.state.gov/p/io/

United Nations

The United Nations home page is a gateway to information about the United

Nations and its associated organizations. Click on “Human Rights” to explore

categories related to human rights around the world, including the UN High

Commissioner for Human Rights, the war crimes tribunals for Rwanda and the

former Yugoslavia, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

http://www.un.org

Coalition for an International Criminal Court

As its name indicates, the Coalition for an International Criminal Court favors

ratifi cation of the ICC treaty and full implementation of the court. This Web site

has excellent information, including the full treaty text and up-to-date information

on the ratifi cation effort.

http://iccnow.org

Amnesty International

One issue related to human rights is the record of those countries with which

the United States interacts. Information about the current state of human rights

around the world is available at Amnesty International’s Web site. The organization is a strong advocate of human rights but has been criticized by some for being too doctrinaire and for being insensitive to what may be acceptable in other cultures.

http://amnesty.org

Human Rights Watch

Like Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch is dedicated to preventing

discrimination, upholding political freedom, protecting people from inhumane

conduct in wartime, and bringing offenders to justice. It investigates and exposes

human rights violations and seeks to hold abusers accountable. As stated on its

Web site, its goal is to “challenge governments and those who hold power to end

abusive practices and respect international human rights law.”

http://www.hrw.org
