5-1 JUST TO NAME A FEW

Read each of the following sentences and answer the question that appears at the end.  Don’t think too much about your answer.  Put down the first thing that comes to mind.  Your first response is the best response.

1. On his way home last night Gary was stopped by the police for suspicion of driving under the influence (DUI).  When the officer asked Gary how many drinks he had that evening Gary replied, “a few”.  How many drinks did he have?

2. Gretchen volunteers her time at a local homeless shelter every once in a while. How many times did she volunteer last year?

3. When confronted by her professor about missing class, Sarah told Dr.

     Snyder that she only missed occasionally.  How many classes did Sarah

     miss over the course of a semester?

4. Linley subscribes to several magazines.  How many does she get?

5. When asked how he did on the final exam, Derf responded that he did “pretty good”.  Assuming the final exam was worth 100 points, what was his score?

Can you think of other examples where words are used to substitute for numbers?  What are the potential problems inherent in this practice?  What can be done to lessen our inaccuracies and improve our communication competencies?

