9-2  THE INTERNET AS A GLOBAL INFORMATION MEDIUM

Have you ever been to a country outside the United States? Perhaps your home is in another country. If you have traveled internationally, have you ever surfed the Web for news about the countries you have visited? If you have, this assignment may be easy. If not, this is your challenge to do so.

1. What was the last country you visited, if any? When did you visit there? If you have never traveled internationally, what country would you like to visit first if you did?
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2. Go to a search engine and look for Web resources produced by the government of that country or perhaps by a city or state government or university within the country. What did you find? What kind of information did it provide?
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3. Now try to find information about travel within the country on the Web. Does the information belong to a source within the country or did you find a U.S. based site promoting travel to international destinations?

[image: image3.wmf]




If your country has a high population of Internet users, as shown in Figure 15-2 in the text, and uses the English language heavily you probably found it easier to find information. If the country has few Internet users or if you couldn't search in the native language, it was probably more difficult.

4. Now use a search engine like www.yahoo.com to find media presence on the Internet from any other country. List what you find as an example of each of the following:
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A newspaper:
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A commercial broadcast:
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A film:
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5. How likely would you be to revisit any of these Web sites? Why?
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