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General Sources

U. S. Department of Education

http://www.ed.gov/nclb/landing.jhtml

The government website has information about the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 and the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) signed into law on January 8, 2002 by President Bush. The website has information about the four principles which form the basic premise of the law: accountability for results; more choices for parents; greater local control and flexibility; and an emphasis on doing what works based on scientific research.

American Council on Education

http://www.acenet.edu/resources/policy-research/
The American Council on Education is a major coordinating body for all the nation’s higher education institutions. It seeks to provide leadership and a unifying voice on key higher education issues and to influence public policy through advocacy, research, and program initiatives.

Education Commission of the States (ECS)

http://www.ecs.org/
ECS is the only nation-wide interstate compact devoted to education. The website is the nation’s most extensive on-line resource for education policy.

ERIC—Education Resources Information Center

http://www.eric.ed.gov/
ERIC provides free access to more than 1.2 million bibliographic records of journal articles and other education-related materials and, if available, includes links to full text. ERIC is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences (IES).

Clearinghouse on Assessment and Evaluation

http://ericae.net/
The Clearinghouse provides information concerning educational assessment, evaluation, and research methodology.

Phi Delta Kappan

http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kappan.htm
Phi Delta Kappan, the professional journal for education, addresses issues of policy and practice for educators at all levels. Advocating research-based school reform, the Kappan provides a forum for debate on controversial subjects. Published since 1915, the journal appears monthly September through June.

Northwest Regional Educational Library: Center for Research, Evaluation, and Assessment

http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/
Since 1966, the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) has been working with schools and communities to improve education for children, youth, and adults. NWREL’s Center for Research, Evaluation, and Assessment serves anyone who needs data-based information to make decisions, improve effectiveness, or document work—from principals, teachers, and superintendents to decision-makers in state, federal, corporate, and nonprofit organizations.

National Middle School Association

http://www.nmsa.org/
The National Middle School Association was founded in 1973. The organization is comprised of educators in secondary and higher education, parents, and community leaders who are interested in the educational and developmental needs of young adolescents. NMSA provides professional development, journals, books, research, and other valuable information to assist educators on an ongoing basis. The organization publishes the highly acclaimed Middle School Journal and Middle Ground magazine to support members throughout the year. The website offers information for professional development and conferences.

National Association for the Education of Young Children

http://www.naeyc.org/
The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) was founded in 1926 and remains one of the largest, most prestigious organizations dedicated to improving the well-being of all young children, with particular focus on the quality of educational and developmental services for all children from birth through age 8. NAEYC is committed to becoming an increasingly high performing and inclusive organization.

National Education Association

http://www.nea.org/index.html
The National Education Association (NEA), the nation’s largest professional employee organization, is committed to advancing the cause of public education. The organization has 3.2 million members working at every level of education—from pre-school to university graduate programs. NEA has affiliate organizations in every state and in more than 14,000 communities across the United States. The NEA is a volunteer-based organization supported by a network of staff at the local, state, and national levels.

http://www.nea.org/aboutnea/code.html
Code of Ethics of the Education Profession

International Society for Technology in Education

http://www.iste.org/
The International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) organization provides leadership and service to improve teaching, learning, and school leadership by advancing the effective use of technology in PK–12 and teacher education. The organization home of the National Educational Technology Standards (NETS), the Center for Applied Research in Educational Technology (CARET), and the National Educational Computing Conference (NECC), ISTE represents more than 85,000 professionals worldwide. It supports its members with information, networking opportunities, and guidance as they face the challenge of transforming education.

The Council of Chief State School Officers

http://www.ccsso.org/

The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) is a nonpartisan, nation-wide, nonprofit organization of public officials who head departments of elementary and secondary education in the states, the District of Columbia, the Department of Defense Education Activity, and five U.S. extra-state jurisdictions. CCSSO provides leadership, advocacy, and technical assistance on major educational issues. The Council seeks member consensus on major educational issues and expresses its views to civic and professional organizations.

The Joint Committee on Standards for Educational -Evaluation

http://www.wmich.edu/evalctr/jc/
Created in 1975, the Joint Committee is a coalition of major professional associations concerned with the quality of evaluation. The Joint Committee is housed at The Evaluation Center, Western Michigan University. The Joint Committee has published three sets of standards for evaluations that are now widely recognized. The Personnel Evaluation Standards was published in 1988.

Project Zero Research Projects: Assessment

http://pzweb.harvard.edu/Research/ResearchAssess.htm

The on-line organization has posted information about Project Zero’s assessment projects. The website has multiple links that provide manuscripts about assessment research.

Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (PARE)

http://pareonline.net/
Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (PARE) is a scholarly on-line journal website that features refereed articles that have implications for practice in education, certification, or licensure.

UNIT 1: Standards, Accountability, and Issues

Standards for Teacher Competence in Educational Assessment of Students

http://www.unl.edu/buros/bimm/html/article3.html

Seven standards provide the professional community with a set of guidelines for the purpose of designing professional development and teacher preparation programs. Educators and precandidate teachers can use the standards as a self-assessment instrument to evaluate their knowledge and skills about student assessment.

Code of Fair Testing Practices in Education

http://www.apa.org/science/fairtestcode.html
The document is a set of standards for educational test developers and users in four areas: developing/selecting tests, interpreting scores, striving for fairness, and informing test takers. The Code is a guide for professionals in fulfilling their obligation to provide and use tests that are fair to all test takers regardless of age, gender, disability, race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, linguistic background, or other personal characteristics.

Fair Test: The National Center for Fair and Open Testing: Principles and Indicators for Student Assessment Systems

http://www.fairtest.org/principles-and-indicators-student-assessment-syste
Fair Test is funded by grants from the Bay and Paul Foundation, Ford Foundation, Polk Brothers Foundation, Schott Foundation, United Church of Christ, Wiener Educational Foundation, Woods Fund of Chicago, and many individual donors. The National Center for Fair & Open Testing (FairTest) advances quality education and equal opportunity by promoting fair, open, valid, and educationally beneficial evaluations of students, teachers, and schools.

Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy (CEEP)

http://www.bc.edu/research/csteep/
http://www.bc.edu/research/intasc/library/toolsforteaching.shtml
Center for the Study of Testing, Evaluation, and Educational Policy (CSTEEP) is an educational research organization located at Boston College in the School of Education. Since its inception in 1980, CSTEEP has conducted research on: testing, evaluation, and public policy; studies to improve school assessment practices, and international comparative research.

Next Generation Accountability Models: Principles from Interviews

http://www.ecs.org/clearinghouse/40/29/4029.htm
Principles for accountability emerged from interviews conducted by policy researchers from the Education Commission of the States (ECS) with 15 members of the National Forum on Accountability and 15 other national experts.

National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing

http://www.cse.ucla.edu/
The Center for the Study of Evaluation (CSE) and the National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST) located at the University of California, Los Angeles, contributes to the development of scientifically-based evaluation and testing techniques.

Teaching to Academic Standards

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/concept2class/standards/index.html

Concept to Classroom is an online series of FREE, award-winning professional development workshops covering important and timely topics in education. The workshops are intended for teachers, administrators, librarians, or anyone interested in education.

Goals 2000 Legislation and Related Items

http://www.ed.gov/G2K/index.html

Visit the site to access archived information about legislation concerning Goals 2000.

The National Education Goals Panel

http://govinfo.library.unt.edu/negp/

The National Education Goals Panel is an independent executive branch agency of the federal government charged with monitoring national and state progress toward the National Education Goals.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development/The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)

http://www.pisa.oecd.org/

The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an internationally standardized assessment that was jointly developed by participating countries and administered to 15-year-olds in schools. The website has information about countries who participate, what topics/content are assessed, and assessment results.

UNIT 2: Instruction and Assessment

Critical Issues: Using Technology to Improve Student Achievement

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/methods/technlgy/te800 .htm#context
The North Central Educational Laboratory (NCREL), now known as the Regional Educational Laboratory Midwest (REL Midwest), is associated with Learning Point Associates. The regional laboratory supports educational endeavors.

Center for Comprehensive Reform and Improvement

http://www.centerforcsri.org/
The Center for Comprehensive School Reform and Improvement is funded by the U.S. Department of Education and administered by Learning Point Associates. Learning Point Associates is a nonprofit education research and consulting organization that helps clients to achieve breakthroughs that improve teaching and learning.

Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (PARE)

http://pareonline.net/
Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (PARE) is a scholarly on-line journal website that features refereed articles that have implications for practice in education, assessment, research, and certification/licensure.

teAchnology

http://www.teach-nology.com/currenttrends/alternative_assessment/

The website is supported by Technology, Inc. Their mission is to provide services designed to support educators in effectively incorporating technology in teaching and learning.

Awesome Library for Teachers

http://www.awesomelibrary.org/Office/Teacher/Assessment_ Information/Assessment_Information.html
This url is a weblink to a variety of assessment strategies for teachers. The Evaluation and Development Institute (EDI) offers the database through the Web portal “Awesome Library.”

inTASC (Tools for Teaching)

http://www.bc.edu/research/intasc/library/toolsforteaching.shtml
The website has interactive tools that allow students to explore basic statistics by building data sets. The website was developed to teach concepts visually.

National Center for Educational Achievement

http://www.just4kids.org/en/
The National Center for Educational Achievement (NCEA) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization and the national sponsor of Just for the Kids (JFTK). Our goal is to support efforts to reach excellence in education—to raise academic expectations and to promote the practices that will help more

Framework for 21st Century Learning

http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task = view&id=254&Itemid=120

The framework presents a holistic view of 21st century teaching and learning that combines a discrete focus on 21st century student outcomes (a blending of specific skills, content knowledge, expertise, and literacies) with innovative support systems to help students master the multi-dimensional abilities required of them in the 21st century.

UNIT 3: Monitor Student Learning

National Center for Postsecondary Improvement

http://www.stanford.edu/group/ncpi/unspecified/assessment_ states/stateReports.html
The National Center for Postsecondary Improvement (NCPI) strives to provide leadership for the transformation and improvement of postsecondary education—including research universities and comprehensive colleges to community colleges and vocational-technical schools.

Improving America’s Schools: A Newsletter on Issues in School Reform

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/IASA/newsletters/assess/index.html

This website has newsletters for educators and families that provide information on key topics in educational reform. Issues focus on critical reform elements and describe current perspectives on assessment and accountability.

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development/The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA)

http://www.pisa.oecd.org/pages/0,3417,en_32252351_32235907_1_1_1_1_1,00.html
The Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is an internationally standardized assessment that was jointly developed by participating countries and administered to 15-year-olds in schools. The website has information about countries who participate, topics assessed, and assessment results.

Teacher Vision

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/special-education/resource/5350.html
The website is part of the Family Education Network supported by Pearson—the international media company that owns several of the world’s leading education and financial publishing companies.

School Improvement in Maryland

http://mdk12.org/index.html

The School Improvement website is designed to provide access to information about standards, assessment, instruction, and data analysis. The Maryland State Department of Education maintains the site.

Delaware Science Comprehensive Assessment Program

http://www.scienceassessment.org/

The website is part of the Delaware Department of Education. The Delaware Comprehensive Assessment Program is supported by grants.

Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/assess.html
Sponsored by Discovery Education, Kathy Schrock has compiled assessment and rubric information for teachers.

4 Teachers Family of Tools

http://www.4teachers.org/tools/
Website is a collection of resources dedicated to providing educational materials that use technology to improve instruction.

Looking at Student Work

http://www.lasw.org/
The website represents an association of individuals and educational organizations that focus on looking at student work to strengthen connections between instruction, curriculum, and other aspects of school life to students’ learning.

UNIT 4: Performance Assessments

Trends in Assessment Research

http://pareonline.net/
Practical Assessment, Research, and Evaluation (PARE) is a scholarly on-line journal website that features refereed articles that have implications for practice in education, certification, or licensure.

Performance Assessment

http://performanceassessment.org/consortium/index.html
The Performance Assessment website is a coalition of high schools across New York State which have pioneered the creation of educational communities synonymous with active student learning, exemplary professional development, and innovative curriculum and teaching strategies for 21st century students.

Alternative Assessments North Central Regional Educational Laboratory

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/methods/assment/as8lk30.htm
Rubistar

http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php

Rubistar is a web-based generated rubric generator. The website is supported by The Advanced Learning Technologies project at the University of Kansas Center for Research on Learning.

Authentic Assessment Tool Box

http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/standards.htm

Jon Mueller is Professor of Psychology at North Central College in Naperville, IL. For more than ten years he has taught a graduate course entitled “Authentic Assessment Strategies for the Classroom” as part of North Central’s Master of Education program.

New Horizons for Learning

http://www.newhorizons.org/strategies/assess/front_assess.htm

A website that offers information about alternative assessments and instruction. New Horizons for Learning has often been a “launching pad” for new educational organizations and projects.

UNIT 5: Data Driven Decisions

PDA for Learning

http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/os/technology/plan/2004/site/ stories/edlite-Chicago2.html
The website discusses the collaborative partnership between the Chicago Public Schools’ Office of Technology Services eLearning (OTS eLearning) and the Office of Literacy to use personal digital assistants (PDAs) and a Web-based data management tool. The project goal is to streamline assessments so teachers can make data-driven decisions to improve instruction and enhance student achievement.

Assessment and Accountability Comprehensive Center

http://www.aacompcenter.org/cs/aacc/print/htdocs/aacc/home.htm

WestEd and the National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST) joined together to form the Assessment and Accountability Comprehensive Center (AACC) to help states and districts.

WestEd

http://www.wested.org/cs/we/print/docs/we/home.htm
A nonprofit research, development, and service agency that works with education and other service communities.

United States Department of Education: My Child’s -Academic Success, No Child Left Behind: A Parent’s Guide

http://www.ed.gov/parents/academic/involve/nclbguide/parentsguide .html

The website provides facts and terms every parent should know about the NCLB Act.

UNIT 6: Communication, Grading, and Reporting

GradeConnect

http://www.gradeconnect.com/front/index.php

GradeConnect is an on-line course management system that streamlines and enhances communication between teachers, students, and parents.

Engrade

http://www.engrade.com/
Explore the free web-based reporting system, Engrade. The website has web-based tools that allow teachers to set up grade books and produce progress reports, and parents and students can access personal information.

Scholastic: Communicating with Parents and Families

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/parentsHome.jsp
Scholastic Magazine provides a website dedicated to family involvement.

Education World

http://www.education-world.com/a_curr/strategy/strategy046.shtm

This site contains web-based teacher resources dedicated to assisting educators interested in integrating web-based programs into the classroom.

National Parent-Teacher Association

http://www.pta.org/
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) website provides support, information, and resources to families focused on the health and education of children.

UNIT 7: Self-Assessment and Motivation

ALPS, Active Learning Practice for Schools

http://learnweb.harvard.edu/alps/tfu/info3f.cfm
Active Learning Practice for Schools is an electronic community dedicated to the improvement and advancement of educational instruction and practice. The mission of the organization is to create an on-line collaborative environment between teachers and administrators from around the world with educational researchers, professors, and curriculum designers at Harvard’s Graduate School of Education and Project Zero.

Looking at Student Work

http://www.lasw.org/
The website is supported by an association of individuals and educational organizations that focus on looking at student work to strengthen connections between instruction, curriculum, and other aspects of school life to students’ learning. This association grew out of a meeting on “Examining Student Work and School Change” held in Chicago in October 1998, hosted by the Chicago Learning Collaborative and the Annenberg Institute for School Reform.

Self-Assessment in Portfolios

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/students/learning/lr2port.htm
North Central Regional Educational Laboratory

