Procedure: Performing Sanitization with an Ultrasonic Cleaner
Procedure Goal: To decontaminate items safely and effectively using a ultrasonic cleaner
OSHA Guidelines: [image: image1.emf]
Materials: Ultrasonic cleaner, contaminated items and instruments, ultrasonic cleaning fluid, manufacturer's directions
Method:

1. Review the manufacturer's directions for safe operation of the ultrasonic cleaner.
2. Fill the container of the ultrasonic cleaner with water. Look for the fill line on the machine.  In some causes you may use distilled water.  
3. Add the directed amount of ultrasonic cleaning fluid. Typically only a small amount of fluid is used. Check the directions.

4. Plug in and turn on the ultrasonic cleaner.  Some cleaners require a warm up period. Check the instructions.

5. Separate instruments and equipment made of different metals 


Rationale: Different metals may fuse together during the cleaning process.

6. Separate instruments with sharp points to avoid injury.

7. Open hinges on instruments and equipment.


Rationale: Contaminated materials can become trapped between two surfaces.
8. Place instruments and equipment in the ultrasonic cleaner but do not overfill.

9. Close the lid, turn on the machine or timer, and wait for the cycle to be completed. 

10. Rinse each instrument or piece of equipment in cool running water and then distilled or demineralized water as policy dictates.

Rationale: Ultrasonic cleaning fluid may cause damage to instruments or equipment. 
11. Dry each instrument or piece of equipment.

12. Prepare each item for storage or further disinfection or sterilization.
