
main points

• Acid rain is a result of automobile and industrial smoke-
stack emissions.

• The chemistry of acid rain is fairly well understood.

• Acid rain has had important and measurable ecological
consequences.

• As a result of weather patterns, acid rain–causing gases
spread great distances from their sources, making acid
rain a global rather than local issue of concern.

• There are several technologies available for reducing
sulfur and nitrogen oxide emissions.

• There is a constant tension between the environmental
consequences of our industrial economy and our modern
lifestyle.
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