Preface

The sociology of the family is deceptively hard to study. Unlike, say, physics, the topic is familiar (a word whose very root is Latin for “family”) because virtually everyone grows up in families. Therefore, it can seem “easy” to study the family because students can bring to bear their personal knowledge of the subject. Some textbooks play to this familiarity by mainly providing students with an opportunity to better understand their private lives. The authors never stray too far from the individual experiences of their readers, focusing on personal choices such as whether to marry and whether to have children. To be sure, giving students insight into the social forces that shape their personal decisions about family life is a worthwhile objective. Nevertheless, the challenge of writing about the sociology of the family is to also help students understand that the significance of families extends beyond personal experience. Today, as in the past, the family is the site of not only private decisions but also activities that matter to our society as a whole.

These activities center on taking care of people who are unable to fully care for themselves, most notably children and the elderly. Anyone who follows social issues knows of the often-expressed concern about whether, given developments such as the increases in divorce and childbearing outside of marriage, we are raising the next generation adequately. Anyone anxious about the well-being of the rapidly growing elderly population (as well as the escalating cost of providing financial and medical assistance to the elderly) knows the concern about whether family members will continue to provide adequate assistance to them. Indeed, rarely does a month pass without these issues appearing on the covers of magazines and the front pages of newspapers.

In this textbook, consequently, I have written about the family in two senses: the private family, in which we live most of our personal lives, and the public family, in which adults perform tasks that are important to society. My goal is to give students a thorough grounding in both aspects. It is true that the two are related—taking care of children adequately, for instance, requires the love and affection that family members express privately toward each other. But the public side of the family deserves equal time with the private side.

Organization

This book is divided into six parts and 15 chapters. Part One (“Introduction”) introduces the concepts of the public and private families and examines how sociologists and other social scientists study them. It provides an overview of the history of the family and then examines the central concept of gender. Part Two (“Race, Ethnicity, Class, and the State”) deals with the larger social structures in which family relations are embedded: social class hierarchies, and racial and ethnic divisions. A chapter is then devoted to the influences of the nation-state on family life. In Part Three (“Sexuality, Partnership, and Marriage”), the focus shifts to the private family. The section first examines the emergence of the modern concept of sexuality and the formation of partnerships through dating, courtship, and cohabitation. It then focuses on persistence and change in the institution of marriage.

Part Four (“Links across the Generations”) explores how well the public family is meeting its caretaking responsibilities for children and the elderly. Part Five (“Conflict and Disruption”) deals with the consequences of conflict in family life. It first studies violence against wives, partners, and children. Then divorce, remarriage, and stepfamilies are discussed. Finally, in Part Six (“Family and Society”), I discuss where the great social changes of the twentieth century have left the institution of the family.

Special Features

This textbook differs from others in several ways, as described below.

It explores the public and the private family. This public/private distinction that underlies the book’s structure is intended to provide a more balanced portrait of contemporary life. Furthermore, the focus on the public family leads to a much greater emphasis on government policy toward the family than in most other textbooks. In fact, every chapter except the first includes a short, boxed essay under the general title, “Families and Public Policy.” This edition features new essays on parents’ rights and work-family legislation since 1945. Given the attention currently paid to issues such as these, the essays should stimulate student interest and make the book relevant to current political debates.

It highlights family life in other cultures. Although the emphasis in the book is on the contemporary United States and other Western nations, no text should ignore the important historical and cross-cultural diversity of families. Consequently, in addition to relevant material in the body of the text, I have also included in every chapter except the first a boxed essay under the title, “Families in Other Cultures.” New to this edition are essays on transnational families and on public opinion toward government assistance for working parents. Adopters of the previous editions of the text have said that their students find these boxes intriguing and that they (and the policy boxes) provide good starting points for class discussions.

It includes distinctive chapters. The attention to the public family led me to write several chapters that are not included in some sociology of the family textbooks. These include Chapter 6, “The Family, the State, and Social Policy”, Chapter 10, “Children and Parents”; and Chapter 11, “The Elderly and Their Families.” These chapters examine issues of great current interest, such as income assistance to poor families, the effects of out-of-home childcare, and the costs of the Social Security and Medicare programs. Throughout these and other chapters, variations by race, ethnicity, and gender are explored.

It gives special attention to the research methods used by family sociologists. To give students an understanding of how sociologists study the family, I include a section in Chapter 1 titled, “How Do Family Sociologists Know What They Know?” This material explains the ways that family sociologists go about their research. Then in seven chapters, I include boxed essays under a similar title on subjects ranging from national surveys to feminist research methods to archival research. Instructors who used the previous edition of this text said that this material gives their students a better understanding of how sociological research is carried out and of the strengths and limitations of various methodological approaches.

It features “Families on the Internet” sections. Since I wrote the first edition of this textbook, the World Wide Web has changed from a pleasant diversion to an essential information-gathering tool. Almost every chapter contains information that I gathered from the Web, including the most up-to-date demographic statistics from government statistical sites such as the Bureau of the Census web page. While using the Internet, I realized that it can be not only an indispensable research tool but also a powerful instructional tool. Consequently, at the end of each chapter is a section titled “Families on the Internet,” in which I list web sites that students may find useful. In this edition, students are also asked to answer questions when they visit the sites suggested in these sections. Instructors should also find many of these sites to be excellent sources of information for student papers and presentations.

Pedagogy

Each chapter begins in a way that engages the reader: the neither-men-nor-women berdaches of many Native American tribes; the nineteenth-century diary in which Maud Rittenhouse described her suitors; the story of American men who fly to Russia in search of brides; the case of Danny Henrikson, taken from a stepfather who raised him and awarded by a judge to a father he did not know; and so forth. And each of the six parts of the book is preceded by a brief introduction that sets the stage.

In addition, several new features make this edition easier to use and should stimulate students’ critical thinking.

•
Each chapter includes the following types of questions:


1.
Looking Forward—questions that preview the chapter themes and topics.


2.
Ask Yourself—Two questions, which appear at the end of each of the three types of boxes.


3.
Looking Back—Looking Forward questions reiterated at the end of each chapter, around which the chapter summaries are organized.


4.
Thinking About Families—five questions, which appear at the end of each chapter and are designed to encourage critical thinking. Two of the five questions focus on the “public” and the “private” family.

•
“Families on the Internet” sections now ask students to answer questions when they visit the sites suggested in these sections.

•
Cross-reference icon: These icons, embedded in the text, point readers to the exact page where an important concept was introduced in an earlier chapter.

•
More headings and summary tables.

•
Boxes and “Families on the Internet” sections include the Online Learning Center web site URL to signal that content updates are available on the web site.

•
This edition features a new, full-color design that enabled me to select contemporary photos and to use color effectively in graphs and tables.

What’s New in Each Chapter?

First, users of past editions will find a slightly different chapter order. Chapters 7, 8, and 9 in the second edition have been combined into new Chapter 7, “Sexuality” and new Chapter 8, “Cohabitation and Marriage.” Moreover, I now present the chapters on children and the elderly (which constitute Part Four) before the chapters on domestic violence, divorce, and remarriage and stepfamilies (which constitute Part Five). Every chapter has new material.

Chapter 1  Public and Private Families

•
Update on the opening vignette—Vermont’s domestic partner law

•
Table 1.1, The Public Family and the Private Family

Chapter 2  The History of the Family

•
Expanded coverage of Native American families: discussion of kinship among the Apache of Arizona

•
Expanded discussion of affection and individualism in the medieval European family

•
Updated statistics on immigration, marriage, and women in the workforce

•
Section on the African cultural heritage, including an expanded discussion of marriage as a process

•
Section on the Asian cultural heritage

•
Section on generational changes in the life course, with graph

Chapter 3  Gender and Families

•
Section on the gestational construction of gender, including hormonal, biosocial, and evolutionary influences

•
Section on masculinity and the recent men’s movement

•
Updated statistics on the earnings gap and the sex ratio in China

Chapter 4  Social Class and Families

•
Updated and expanded opening vignette

•
Updated statistics on social class structure, homelessness, the labor market, poverty trends, and dual-earner couples

Chapter 5  Race, Ethnicity, and Families

•
Opening vignette on the “new second generation” of immigrants

•
Updated statistics on racial and ethnic populations in the United States, marriage rates, out-of-wedlock birth rates, income levels, and interracial marriage rates

•
Updated Families and Public Policy box on the counting of multiracial families in Census 2000

•
Updated table showing the decline of marriage by race

•
Updated figure showing married-couple households by race and income group

•
Discussion of residential patterns of middle-class African-American families

•
Updated figure showing total fertility rates of racial and ethnic groups

•
Families in Other Cultures box on transnational families

•
Updated figure showing out-of-wedlock births by racial and ethnic groups

•
Section on social capital and immigrant families

Chapter 6  The Family, the State, and Social Policy

•
Families in Other Cultures box on public opinion toward government assistance for working parents

•
Updated statistics on U.S. government assistance to poor and nonpoor families and the proportion of American children born outside marriage by race

•
Section on abortion policy moved from previous Chapter 10 and updated

•
Updated graph showing race and ethnicity of parents receiving TANF

•
Updated coverage of the “marriage penalty,” the earned income tax credit, and the number of families receiving TANF

Chapter 7  Sexuality

•
Section on adolescent sexuality, pregnancy, and childbearing outside of marriage moved from previous Chapter 8.

•
Graph showing percentages of first births in the United States, conceived and born before or after marriage, 1930–1994

•
Families and Public Policy box on the U.S. policy response to AIDS formerly in the text

•
Expanded discussion of selection effects combined with material from previous Chapter 8

•
Updated statistics on sexual attitudes, AIDS, and teenage childbearing

•
Updated graph showing AIDS deaths in the United States by race and ethnicity

Chapter 8  Cohabitation and Marriage

•
Single new chapter on cohabitation and marriage which replaces previous Chapters 8 and 9

•
Opening vignette on a brokered marriage between an American man and a Ukrainian woman

•
Updated statistics on age at first marriage, expected marriage rates, cohabitation, and gay and lesbian partnerships

•
Discussion of the characteristics of cohabiting couples, including educational level, marital status (divorced or never married), and the presence of children in the household

•
Discussion of births to cohabiting couples

•
Discussion of the duration and outcome of cohabiting relationships

•
Updated Families and Public Policy box on domestic partnerships

•
Discussion of domestic partnerships among gay and lesbian couples

•
Expanded discussion of the benefits of marriage for women

Chapter 9  Work and Families (previously Chapter 10)

•
Updated vignette showing shift in marital power after a wife’s earnings increased

•
Updated graph showing labor force participation rates of married women with children

•
Updated statistics on labor force participation rates of married women by race and children’s age; women’s earnings relative to men’s by race; share of professional degrees earned; family responsibilities of employed workers; percentage of workers with flexible schedules and work-at-home arrangements; and international parental leave policies

•
Updated section on division of housework among husbands and wives, including updated graph

•
Updated discussion of men’s attitudes toward housework

•
New section on overwork among salaried professionals and underwork among wage-earning sales and service workers

•
New statistics on the effect of work responsibilities on home life; the percentage of parents working night or weekend shifts; divorce among parents working the night shift; and gender of projected new entrants to the labor force

•
New Families and Public Policy box on trends in work-family legislation since 1945, with graph

Chapter 10  Children and Parents (previously Chapter 14)

•
New Families and Public Policy box on parents’ rights (the Elián González case and Troxel v. Granville)

•
New discussion of parenting styles among ethnic and racial minorities

•
Updated discussion of the effect of fathers on children’s lives, including a new section on the effect of nonresident fathers

•
Updated discussions of the effect of poverty and divorce on children

•
Updated statistics on childcare, including a new graph showing relative reliance on different types of childcare

•
Updated discussion of the effect of childcare on children, including infants

•
Updated discussion of gay and lesbian families, including those formed by artificial insemination, and their effect on children

•
Updated discussion of historical trends in the well-being of children, including an updated graph showing child poverty rates

•
Updated How Do Sociologists Know What They Know? box on measuring the well-being of children

•
Updated discussion of historical trends in the well-being of children from different social classes

•
Updated Families in Other Cultures box, including an updated graph showing child poverty rates in 25 countries

Chapter 11  The Elderly and Their Families (previously Chapter 15)

•
A new section on changing patterns of dying and their effects on the widowed and on children and grandchildren

•
Updated statistics on life expectancy, the aged population, poverty among the aged, grandparents as childcare providers, residency in nursing homes, government expenditures for Social Security and Medicare, government and private expenditures for nursing home care, and nursing home costs

Chapter 12  Domestic Violence (previously Chapter 11)

•
Expanded definition of domestic violence (includes intimate partners and stalking)

•
Two new graphs showing percentage of physical assaults by type of assault and gender of victim

•
Updated statistics on domestic violence, partner rape, and child abuse

•
New section on marital status of couples reporting domestic violence

•
Expanded discussion of the Puritan attitude toward the use of physical force in childrearing

•
Updated graph showing percentage of child abuse cases by type of abuse

•
Updated Families and Public Policy box on foster care

•
Updated Families in Other Cultures box on wife beating in the developing world

Chapter 13  Divorce (previously Chapter 12)

•
Updated vignette on covenant marriage

•
Updated statistics on divorce rates, child support, and single-parent families headed by fathers

•
Updated graph showing the divorce rate over time

•
Updated discussion of the effect of personal and family background on the likelihood of divorce

•
Updated figure showing the award and receipt of child support

•
Updated box on the enforcement of child support obligations

•
Updated discussion of the effect of multiple transitions on children

•
Updated discussion of children’s long-term adjustment to divorce

Chapter 14  Remarriage and Stepfamilies (previously Chapter 13)

•
Expanded section on building stepfamilies, including summary table

•
Updated discussion of stepchildren’s relations with stepparents

•
Updated discussion of the effects of remarriage on children

Chapter 15  Social Change and Families (previously Chapter 15)

•
New opening vignette on Americans’ attitudes toward family life and recent changes in the family

•
New Families and Public Policy box on fragile families

•
Updated statistics on foreign birth rates and children without health insurance

•
Revised sections on encouraging two-parent families and assisting single-parent families

Supplements

This text is accompanied by a variety of instructional resources designed to enhance classroom instruction and to support instructors with long experience as well as those teaching the family course for the first time.

Public and Private Families: A Reader, 2/e
Edited by the text’s author and keyed to text chapters, this reader includes articles and book excerpts by family sociologists and other writers on a variety of issues facing families today. A special discount is available when the text and reader are ordered as a package.

Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank

This manual, prepared by Bahira Sherif of the University of Delaware, and Anne Smith Hastings of the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, includes the following elements: detailed chapter outlines; lecture ideas; student projects and review questions; suggested readings and films; and a test bank with multiple choice, matching, true-false, short-answer, and essay questions for each chapter. In addition to the printed format, the test items are available on CD-ROM for test construction.

Online Learning Center Web site

Students and instructors are invited to visit the book’s Online Learning Center, the text-specific web site, at www.mhhe.com/cherlin. The content for the Online Learning Center was developed by Diane Levy of the University of North Carolina, Wilmington, and Lynn Newhart of Rockford College in Illinois. This web site offers an extensive variety of resources and activities, including quizzes, key terms, learning objectives, Internet resources, interactive exercises, PowerPoint slides, relevant URLs for Census updates, and more. It’s also possible to link directly to Internet sites from the Online Learning Center. The URL for the Online Learning Center appears in the boxes and Families on the Internet sections throughout the text, reminding readers to visit the Online Learning Center homepage for content updates.

PageOut

All online content for Public and Private Families, 3/e is supported by WebCT, eCollege.com, and Blackboard. Additionally, McGraw-Hill’s PageOut service is available to get you and your course up and running online in a matter of hours—at no cost! PageOut was designed for instructors just beginning to explore web options. Even the novice computer user can create a course web site with a template provided by McGraw-Hill (no programming knowledge required). PageOut lets you offer your students instant access to your syllabus, lecture notes, and original material. And, using PageOut, you can pull any of the McGraw-Hill content from the Cherlin Online Learning Center web site into your web site. To find out more about PageOut, ask your McGraw-Hill representative for details, or fill out the form at www.mhhe.com/pageout.

PowerWeb

Offered free with the text, PowerWeb is a turnkey solution for adding the Internet to a course. PowerWeb is a password-protected web site developed by McGraw-Hill/Dushkin that offers instructors and students the following materials: refereed, course-specific web links and articles, student study tools, interactive exercises, weekly updates with assessment, material on how to conduct research on the Internet, daily news feed of topic-specific news, message board for instructors, and access to Northern Light Research Engine. For further information, visit the PowerWeb web site at http://mhhe/NewMedia/
dushkin/index.html#powerweb.

PowerPoint Slides

PowerPoint slides feature the charts, graphs and detailed chapter outlines.

Videos

McGraw-Hill offers adopters a variety of videotapes that are suitable for classroom use in conjunction with the textbook.
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