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Teaching Tips

Part 1: Learning How to be a Successful Student

Introduction

If possible, this introductory chapter should be completed during the first week of class.  It is designed to introduce the instructor and the students to the format of the textbook.

Icebreaker—Instead of just reviewing the syllabus with the students the first day of class, divide the class into groups of four.  Write questions related to the syllabus that students can answer in their groups.  Take a syllabus, pull the pages apart, and hand a different page of the syllabus to each person in the group.  Hand a copy of the questions to one member of the group, who will then read the questions and write the answers as members of the group find them.  When all groups have finished, hand a complete syllabus to each student, and then go over the answers by having students from different groups read their answers.  Many of the questions you write will be ones that students often ask during the semester, such as, “When is the final?” “What about excused absences?” “How am I going to be graded?”
Introductory art and questions—The artwork at the beginning of each chapter is provided to introduce the chapter’s theme or primary reading skill.  Questions are provided to stimulate thought and discussion.
Visual Aid Unit—Each visual aid unit in the Appendices matches up with a particular topic or chapter in the textbook.  For instance, in the Introduction, the visual aid unit “Bar Graphs” can be used with “Portrait of a Successful Student.”
Crossword puzzle—The crossword puzzle can also be used as an icebreaker activity.  You could divide the class into groups of three or four students each and have the groups work together to find the answers to the puzzle.
Edelman’s Commencement Address—can be used as a pre-test to make sure each student has been appropriately placed in class or to indicate the level of the class as a whole.  Depending on the teacher’s objectives, it can be done individually or as a group. 

Internet activities—Many articles and selections end with Internet sites and related activities.  All of these Internet sites are also located on the student side of the McGraw-Hill website for this book.  To avoid typing in the URL, students can go to that website and simply click on the desired site.

“My Uncle Terwilliger on the Art of Eating Popovers” —Many Dr. Seuss books have a definite point of view and even an “ax to grind.”  Have students check out The Butter-Battle Book (anti-war), the Lorax, (pro-environment – “I speak for the trees”), and Horton Hatches the Egg (parenting).   

Chapter 1: Life in College and Beyond

This chapter discusses topics that will help students be more successful in this course and in college.

Study Techniques—Various study techniques will be introduced throughout the book.  Students will have an opportunity to practice these techniques as they progress through the book. Chapter 13 includes a complete textbook chapter so students can practice their newly learned study techniques.

Vocabulary: Words in Context—Most selections will have exercises that enable students to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words by using context. 

Test Taking Tips—Each chapter will conclude with a test taking tip.

Visual Aid Units—In Chapter 1, “Tables” and “Flow Charts” in the Appendices can be used with stress effects.

“Art of Spelling” —by vos Savant.  Additional spelling tips are located in the Appendix.
Part 2: Discovering Meaning Through Structure
Chapter 2: Topics, Main Ideas, and Details

This chapter covers the basic organization of paragraphs.  It is important to work through each part of the chapter in a step-by-step fashion.  The theme of this chapter is perception.

Review tests—Review tests are provided throughout the book to practice topics previously studied.
Study Technique 3—Working through topics, main ideas, and details is especially important as background for the study technique of summarizing short articles.

Crossword Puzzle—Crossword puzzles are found at the end of chapters 2 and 3 and at the end of each vocabulary unit in Chapter 14. 

Chapter 3: The Author’s Purpose and Rhetorical Modes  
This chapter discusses in detail three examples of an author’s purpose: to inform, entertain, or persuade.  In addition, the types of rhetorical modes are discussed because many students are taking this reading class concurrently with a first semester writing class.  The theme of this chapter is motivation and risk taking.

Chapter 4: Transition Words and Patterns of Organization
This chapter covers transition words and patterns of organization.  These topics are especially important to master before completing Study Technique 8, which is about summarizing longer articles.  The theme of this chapter is cheating.

Visual Aid Units— “Maps” and “Pie Graphs” in the Appendices can be used with the articles and selections on crime
Part 3: Interpreting What We Read
Chapter 5: Inference

Knowing how to draw inferences or to read between the lines is an important reading skill.  This chapter gives students a chance to draw inferences from both textbook material and literature.  The theme of this chapter is nature and animals.
Chapter 6: Figurative Language

Chapter 6 analyzes figurative language such as similes, metaphors, and personification. The chapter also introduces students to the use of symbols and imagery.  The introductory painting by Frida Kahlo depicts symbolic images.  The chapter also has a reading selection that discusses the accident that changed Kahlo’s life.

Chapter 7: Tone
The introductory painting is American Gothic, the most famous work of artist Grant Wood.  After studying abroad, Wood came home to paint the rural environment he had known as a child.  Driving through the countryside of Iowa, Wood spotted an old house with a pointed roof and a Gothic style window.  Wishing to paint in a realistic style, he asked his sister to pose as the daughter in the painting and his dentist to pose as the father.  Initially, Wood’s fellow Iowans were displeased by the painting, feeling that they were being mocked for their plain values.  But as the painting became increasingly popular, and indeed one of the most widely recognized paintings in America, they began to appreciate it.

A list of sets of tone words is given at the beginning of the chapter.  Students should be advised to refer back to this list as they work through the exercises in the chapter.  The chapter also discusses the use of irony and satire.

Part 4: Reading Critically
Chapter 8: Fact and Opinion

The introductory painting of the Mona Lisa is one of the most famous paintings of all time.  Supposedly, Leonardo da Vinci hired singers and jesters to keep Mona Lisa smiling while he painted her portrait.  Some experts believe that da Vinci finished some of Mona Lisa’s features by copying his own expressions in a mirror.  Whatever the truth, the painting was clearly a favorite of da Vinci, who was unwilling to part with it.  It even accompanied him to the court of Francis I of France, where da Vinci died in 1519.  After his death, it became part of the French royal collection.  It now hangs in the Louvre behind thick glass where it is admired by hordes of tourists every year.

One of the themes of this chapter is health.  A concern of instructors is student use of the Internet for information.  Many students tend to believe that if information is on the Internet, it must be true.  The Internet assignment requiring students to evaluate an Internet site aims to stimulate a more realistic perspective

Visual Aid Unit— “Consumer Labels” in the Appendices can be used in conjunction with articles on dietary supplements.

Internet Site Evaluation Sheet—Students in this chapter are introduced to evaluating health Internet sites.  You may want to have students evaluate other Internet sites by having them use the Internet Site Evaluation Sheet found in the Appendices.
Chapter 9: Point of View
The theme of this chapter, as the introductory painting indicates, is the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.  Many students are unfamiliar with the war and will need background information on it.  After reading the introductory article about the Vietnam conflict by Robert A. Divine, you might want the class to discuss the similarities and differences between the Vietnam conflict and the fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

Visual Aid Unit— “Line Graphs” in the Appendices can be paired with readings about the Vietnam War Memorial.

Chapter 10: Bias

The readings and selections in this chapter introduce students to bias.  After discussing the difference between denotative and connotative language, have the students read the selection by the Sadkers, “Seven Forms of Bias.”  Other articles in this chapter introduce students to bias as found in educational textbooks and tests, as well as to propaganda techniques.

Chapter 11: Analyzing and Evaluating Arguments
This chapter introduces students to logical fallacies appearing in oral and written statements.  The remainder of the chapter deals with the writing of the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights. 

Chapter 12: Evaluating the Evidence
The introductory painting is The Thinker by Auguste Rodin.  Rodin sculpted The Thinker as part of his unfinished masterpiece, The Gates of Hell, originally intended to be at the entrance to the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris.  From his lofty perch at the top of the gate, The Thinker was meant to look down and ponder the sins of humanity.  At the request of many patrons, Rodin increased the size of the original sculpture and made it free standing. Today, it is one of the most widely recognized pieces of art in the world.

After introducing students to types of persuasive writing, this chapter discusses the differences between inductive and deductive reasoning.  Two groups of selections then follow, one dealing with death and dying, and the other one dealing with animal rights.  These selections are the most lengthy and difficult ones in this textbook.  You may want to have students read and study the selections on only one of these two topics.

Visual Aid Unit— “Exercise: Visual Aids” in the Appendices can be joined with “Three Selections Related to Death and Dying.”
Chapter 13: Organizing Textbook Information

The introductory photograph is of the Wrapped Reichstag.  The wrapping of the Reichstag, the German Parliament building, required 1,076,000 square feet of fabric.  It took 90 climbers and 120 installation workers to complete the project, which remained in place for only two weeks.  All of the projects done by Christo and Jeanne-Claude are temporary, paid for by the artists, and completed with recycled materials.  The two have been called “environmental artists” because they work in both rural and urban environments.  They force people to view familiar locations in new and different ways.  

Chapter 13 contains a complete textbook chapter.  Most of the study-skill techniques discussed here have been introduced in prior chapters.  This chapter gives students the opportunity to practice important study-skill techniques with an actual textbook chapter.

Chapter 14: Vocabulary Units
This chapter contains eight vocabulary units that can be presented to students throughout the semester.  The units are cumulative and so should be done in order.  

Later in this Instructor’s Manual appear quizzes for each vocabulary unit.  You can print out the quizzes as they have been written or modify them to meet the needs of your students.

Appendices
Visual Aids
The visual aid exercises can be used as a complete unit or can be used separately in relation to specific chapters in the book.  Your Annotated Instructor’s Edition identifies which visual aid units go with which chapters.

Using a Thesaurus
This section of the Appendices is for students who need to know more about how a thesaurus can aid them in their writing assignments.  Students will be introduced to three types of thesauruses, one of which is attached into a commonly used word processing program.

Spelling Tips
This part of the Appendices can be used in conjunction with “The Art of Spelling” found in Chapter 1.

Sample Summary
This section contains a sample summary for “Study Technique 8: Summarizing Longer Articles” found in Chapter 4.

Vocabulary Word Parts
If you use all eight vocabulary units found in Chapter 14, remind students of this complete list of vocabulary word parts.  Many students like to keep a copy of all the word parts for future reference.

Internet Site Evaluation
“The Facts about Health Information on the Internet” in Chapter 8 introduces students to evaluating Internet sites.  This evaluation sheet can be used with any Internet site that students want to evaluate. 

Making Connections

Book, Journal, and Movie References

Introduction

Books

The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective People by Stephen R. Covey, Simon & Schuster, 350 pages, 1990. (Can be used with Portrait of a Successful Student)

Ten Things I Wish I’d Known Before I Went Out Into The Real World by Maria Shriver, Warner, 125 pages, 2000. (Can be used with Edelman’s Commencement Address)

The Luck Factor by Phillip Wiseman, Arrow, 240 pages, 2004. (Can be used with Optimism and Success) 

Dr. Seuss: American Icon by Phillip Nel, Continuum, 2004, 301 pages. (Can be used with Dr. Seuss poem)

Chapter 1

Books and Articles

Why Zebras Don’t Get Ulcers—An Updated Guide to Stress, Stress-Related Diseases, 

and Coping by Robert M. Sapolsky, W.H. Freeman and Company, 2001, 434 pages. (Can be used with “Stress: The Constant Challenge”)

Much Ado about a Lot—How to Mind Your Manners in Print and in Person by Mary Newton Bruder, Hyperion, 2000, 278 pages. (Can be used with excerpt from The Art of Spelling)

Eats, Shoots & Leaves—The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation by Lynne Truss, Gotham, 2003, 209 pages. (Can be used with excerpt from The Art of Spelling)

A Whack On The Side Of The Head by Roger Von Oech, Warner, 1998, 232 pages. (Can be used with “Critical Thinking Problem Solving”) 

“Dyslexia and The New Science of Reading” by Barbara Kantrowitz and Anne Underwood in Newsweek, November 22, 1999, pp. 72-79. (Can be used with “Overcoming Dyslexia”) 

Overcoming Procrastination by Albert Ellis and William Knaus, Signet, 1983, 192 pages. (Can be used with “Win by a Decision”)

Beat Procrastination and Make The Grade: The Six Styles of Procrastination and How Students Can Overcome Them by Linda Sapadin and Jack Maguire, Penguin, 1999, 256 pages. (Can be used with “Win by a Decision”) 

Chapter 2

Book

Survival of the Prettiest by Nancy Etcoff, Anchor, 2000, 325 pages. (Can be used with “Implied Main Ideas in Textbook Material”)

Chapter 3

Books and Articles

Into Thin Air—A Personal Account Of The Mt. Everest Disaster by Jon Krakauer, Villard, 1997, 293 pages. (Can be used with “Life on the Edge”) 

“Flying High, Flying Hard” In People, June 7, 2004, pp. 64-69. (Can be used with “Life on The Edge”) 

Chapter 4

Books and Articles

Lying, Cheating & Stealing, Edited by Sara Nickles, Chronicle, 1997, 200 pages. (Can be used with “Patterns of Organization”) 

The Cheating Culture by David Callahan, Harcourt, 2004, 353 pages. (Can be used with “School Cheating Scandal Tests a Town’s Values”) 

“The Cheating Game” by Carolyn Kleiner and Mary Lord in U.S. News & World Report, November 22, 1999, pp. 55-66. (Can be used with “School Cheating Scandal Tests a Town’s Values”) 

The Good, The Bad & The Difference by Randy Cohen, Doubleday, 2002, 277 pages (Can be used with Calvin and Hobbes Cartoon)

“Stealing Beauty” by Hannah Beech in Time, October 27, 2003. (Can be used with 

“Whose Grave Is This Anyway?”) 

Movies

Liar Liar (1997), dir. Tom Shadyac, Universal Studios Home Video, 87 min.  A comedy starring Jim Carrey.

Big Fish (2003), dir. Tim Burton, Columbia Pictures, 125 min.  A comedy/drama starring Albert Finney, Ewan McGregor, and Billy Crudup.

Pinocchio (1940), dir. Walt Disney et al., RKO Radio Pictures, 87 min.

Small Time Crooks (2000), dir. Woody Allen, DreamWorks/Magnolia Productions, 94 min.  A comedy starring Woody Allen.

The Talented Mr. Ripley (1999), dir. Anthony Minghella, Paramount, 139 min.  A thriller starring Matt Damon, Jude Law, and Gwyneth Paltrow.

Wall Street (1987), dir. Oliver Stone, 20th Century Fox, 126 min.  A drama starring Michael Douglas and Charlie Sheen.

Chapter 5

Books and Articles

Sherlock Holmes Short Stories: A Study In Scarlet, The Sign Of Four, The Red-Headed League by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. (Can be used with “Introduction to Inference”)

The Parrot’s Lament by Eugene Linden, Dutton, 1999, 204 pages. (Can be used with “Barney”)

My Dog Skip by Willie Morris, Thomas T. Beeler, 1995, 118 pages. (Can be used with “Drawing Inferences from Textbook Material”) 

A Dog’s Life by Peter Mayle, Alfred A. Knopf, 192 pages, 1995. (Can be used with “Drawing Inferences from Textbook Material”)

Wolf Songs, edited by Robert Busch, Sierra Club, 1994, 189 pages. (Can be used with “George”) 

Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat, Bantam, 164 pages. (Can be used with “George”) 

Movies

My Dog Skip (2000), dir. Jay W. Russell, Warner Brothers. A drama starring Diane Lane, Luke Wilson, and Kevin Bacon 

Best in Show (2000), dir. Christopher Guest, Warner Brothers, 90 min. A comedy starring Eugene Levy, Christopher Guest, and Catherine O’Hara 

Never Cry Wolf (1983), dir. Carroll Ballard, Buena Vista/Walt Disney Productions, 105 min. An adventure drama starring Charles Martin Smith.

Seabiscuit (2003), dir. Gary Ross, Spyglass Entertainment/Universal Pictures, 140 min.  A drama starring Tobey Maguire, Jeff Bridges, and Chris Cooper.

Chapter 6

Books and Articles

The House On Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros, Vintage, 1984, 110 pages. (Can be used with excerpt from Caramelo)

Cultivating DelightA Natural History Of My Garden, by Diane Ackerman, HarperCollins, 261 pages 2001. (Can be used with “Why Leaves Turn Color in the Fall”) 

Frida Kahlo by Sarah M. Lowe, Universe, 1991, 128 pages. (Can be used with excerpt from Frida) 

“The Many Faces of Frida Kahlo” by Phyllis Tuchman in Smithsonian, November 2002, pp. 50-60. (Can be used with excerpt from Frida) 

Movie

Frida (2002), dir. Julie Taymor, Miramax, 123 min.  A drama starring Salma Hayek and Alfred Molina.

Chapter 7

Book

The Irish Game: A True Story of Crime and Art by Matthew Hart, Walker & Company, 2004, 220 pages. (Can be used with “The Art Breakers”)

Movie

The Thomas Crowne Affair (1999), dir. John McTiernan, MGM, 109 min. A crime caper starring Pierce Brosnan and Rene Russo.

Chapter 8

Article

“Dangerous Supplements” in Consumer Reports, May 2004, pp. 12-17. (Can be used with “Herbal Remedies: Are They Safe?”) 

Chapter 9

Books and Articles

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien, Broadway, 1998, 272 pages. (Can be used with “Surviving Vietnam”)

Faith of My Fathers by John McCain, Perennial, 1999, 349 pages. (Can be used with “Vietnam War Memorial: Points Of View”)

“Monumental Achievement” by Robert F. Howe in Smithsonian, November, 2002, pp. 90-99. (Can be used with “Vietnam War Memorial: Points of View”)

Movie

Apocalypse Now (1979), dir. Francis Ford Coppola, United Artists, 153 min.  A war drama starring Martin Sheen and Robert Duvall

Short Cuts (1993), dir. Robert Altman, Fine Line Features/New Line Cinema, 184 min. An ensemble drama starring Tim Robbins and Jennifer Jason Leigh (based on short stories by Raymond Carver. including What We Talk about When We Talk about Love) 

Chapter 10

Books

The Language Police by Diane Ravitch, Alfred A. Knopf, 2003, 255 pages. (Can be used with “Seven Forms of Bias” and “Textbook Bias Cops Ban Ideas”)

The New Doublespeak by William Lutz, HarperCollins, 1996, 244 pages. (Can be used with “Propaganda Devices”)

Chapter 11

Books and Articles

Founding Mothers by Cokie Roberts, William Morrow, 2004, 384 pages. (Can be used with John Adams)

Founding Brothers by Joseph J. Ellis, Vintage, 2000, 288 pages. (Can be used with Benjamin Franklin) 

American Sphinx: The Character of Thomas Jefferson by Joseph J. Ellis, Alfred A. Knopf, 1997, 365 pages. (Can be used with the Declaration Of Independence)

“The Political Mind of Thomas Jefferson” in Time, July 5, 2004. (Can be used with the Declaration of Independence)

In Our Defense: the Bill Of Rights in Action by Ellen Alderman and Caroline Kennedy, Avon, 1991, 430 pages. (Can be used with “The Evolution of The Bill of Rights”)

The Right to Privacy by Ellen Alderman and Caroline Kennedy, Alfred A. Knopf, 1995, 405 pages. (Can be used with the Bill of Rights) 

Movie

The Patriot (2000), dir. Roland Emmerich, Sony Pictures Entertainment, 164 min.  A period film starring Mel Gibson. (Deals with the American revolutionary war, is loosely based on the character of Francis Marion – The Swamp Fox) 

Chapter 12

Books and Articles

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom, Doubleday, 1997, 192 pages. (Can be used with “The Good Death”)

“A Kinder, Gentler Death” by John Cloud in Time, September 18, 2000, pp. 60-73. (Can be used with “The Good Death”) 

Next of Kin by Roger Fouts, William Morrow, 1997, 420 pages. (Can be used with “The Monkey Wars”)

Movie

Gorillas in the Mist (1988), dir. Michael Apted, Warner Brothers, 130 min. The story of Dian Fossey, starring Sigourney Weaver

Chapter 13

Books and Articles

“The Gates to The City” by Calvin Tomkins in The New Yorker, March 29, 2004, pp. 74-85. (Can be used with Wrapped Reichstag) 

Girl with a Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier, Plume, 1999, 233 pages. (Can be used with “The Arts”)

Movie

Pollock (2000), dir. Ed Harris, Sony Pictures Classics, 122 min.  A biographical drama starring Ed Harris and Marcia Gay Harden.


